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SONNET TO 
CHARLES LORD 15ISH0P OF WIXCIIESTEK 



MILTON DE DOCTRINA 

As one whose footeteps by some ancient stream, 
Tiber, or old Ilissus, cliance upturn, 
Of time forgotten, sculptur'd trunk or nm, 
Woi-i of the Phidian chJsel, as may seem 
Inimitable ; straight as from a dream 
■\Vak(th, nor hasteneth onward, till he leam, 
"WonteriDg, each grace, each beauty : — so did bum 
My hsart^ when first by thee disclos'd, the gleam 
It caught of Milton's page, by envious crime 
Forgoten or deform'd. Oh ! well hast thou 
And filiest, paid the debt, though late, that prime 
And htly song^ requiting, by old time 
Eemenfcer'd, which twin-lustre sheds e'en now 
On thee and elder Wiston's mitred brow. 

J. M 

BeiJiall, \vti. 1831. 



' See Mltoui Eleg. in Obiium Fras. 'Winioniei 
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ADVERTISESIENT. 

On being requeiftd to compose ii brief Memoir 
of the Life of Milton, adapied fo the edition to 
ivhich it was to be attached, I naturally sestrched 
for information among the former biographers of 
the Poet. 

Though the present Life is too contracted in its 
plan, and, perhaps, too Blender in its matedals, 
to pretend to rank among the laboured, aid es- 
tablished biographies of Milton, yet I must otservo 
that in the arrangement of the subject, in the 
opinions delivered, or the inferences drawn it is 
dependent on none that has preceded it. I liave 
consulted all the former writers for infomation, 
without copying them ; and I have attended re- 
spectfully to ttieir reasoning without strvOely 
adhering to iL After being indehted to tiem for 
the ncccBsary facts, and for occasional exp"osaions, 
the remainder of the narrative haa been fie result 
of my own inquiries, and formed from the con- 
clusions of my own judgment. To the loetry of 
Milton, from my earliest youOi down U the com- 
mencing autumn of my life, I have e'er looked 
■with a reverence and love not easily (o be sur- 
passed : for the sentiments adopted aid avowed 
by him on the great and complicated questions of 
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civil liberty and political rights, I Lave, as becomes 
my situation, and is suitable to the habils of my 
mind, expressed myself -with that temperance rf 
opinion and moderation of language which can 
abne expect to conciliate attention, or to com- 
mand respect. 

The account of Milton by his nepliew Edward 
Philips,^ iliough less copious and instructive than 
might be expected, is interesting arid valuable. 
It supplies us with many facts respecting tlie 
Poet's manner of life, his circumstances, and cipi- 
nions. It was written by a person who had been 
educated in his youth by Milton, who had subse- 
quently lived in habits of daily intimacy with him, 
and to whom Milton bad mentioned many facts 
relating to himself. 

The biography by Toland* was composed not 

1 E. PhiLps mentjonod Milton's name in his Thcatram 
Poofarnm, 1B75. An. Wood, in 16B1, gave an account of 
Milton in his Fast. Oxon, for A. D. 1635, part i. fol. 480, 
ed. Bliss. Langbaine also gave some mention of him in 16»1. 
Tha Lifs of Milton ui tha Biographia Biitamiica (A. D. 
IVflO,) was by Dr. Nicholls. 

2 ' I heard some partictJars,' says Toland, ' from a person 
that had been onea his amanuensia, ■which wore confirmed to 
me by hia daughter, now dwelling in London, and by a letter 
■written to me at roy desire by his last wife, who is still idive. 
I penised Ihe papers of ona of Iiia nepliews, learned what I 
could in disoouraa with tha other, and lastly consulted such 
of his acquatotonce as, after the bast inquiry, I -was able to 
discover.' life, p. 9. Toland's Life was published in 1698 
with Milton's prose works; separately in 1699; and by Mr. 
T. Hollis in im. 
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TUI ADVEKTISEMENT. 

many years after tJie death of tlie Poet ; ajid he 
enriched his materials with communicationa from 
memhera of Milton's iamily. The hook is written 
in a grave and manly style, with high admiration 
of its subjects and it abounds with judicious re- 
flections on the events of the-time. Tiiis work, 
together with those of Phihps and of Wood, has 
formed the basis of all the subsequent biography. 

Next, I believe, in order of time, appeared the 
life written by the elder Richardson, the painter. 
He was an ingenious, inquisitiye, and amiable 
man, but a singularly quaint and mannered writer. 
To him we are indebted for some further particu- 
lars of the Poet's life, for the most part gathered 
from the communications of Pope, or from the 
descendants of Mnton's family. 

Doctor Birch, who was remarkable for his 
industrious, and indefatigable researches, added 
J to the amount of our information ; 
e first gratified the curiosity of the learned 
by an account of the manuscripts of Milton ex- 
isting at Cambridge,' and by transcripts of the 
variations which they exhibited from the esta- 
blished text. 

Johnson's biographical memoir, and the criti- 

« The vatialJons in the Camliridgo MSS. ivere imperfectly 
and incorreotiy prinfed by I3r. Birch, and were gi'en by T. 
Warton from a more minute and careful eaaminatioa of the 
mannsoript. See hia edition of Milton's Poems (2nd ed.), 
p. E78. A very few hare escaped eyen him. Feet's new 
Life of Uiltoa was published in 1740, an abstract of its con- 
tents will be seen in a note hi this Life, p. svi. 
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ADVERTISEMEXT. IX 

cism attacted to it, have excited so much dis- 
cussion, and have been met by such variety of 
judgments, that I shall content myself with ob- 
serving, that the character and the opinion of the 
Poet aod the Biographer were in many important 
points, extremely dissimilar. That a violent tory 
and high churchman undertook to write the lite 
of a republican and a puritan ; that a man, re- 
markable for his practical wisdom, his strong 
sense, and his rational philosophy, delivered his 
judgments on the writings of one, distinguished 
for his high imagination, his poetical feeliiig, his 
speculative politics, and his visionary ibeolog^, 
Johnson came, it must be owned, with strong 
prejudice and much dislike to his subject; and 
nothing perhaps saved Jlilton from deeper cen- 
sure* but his biographer's conviction of his sin- 
cerity, his admiration of his leanung, and his 
reverence for his piety. Had Johnson lived in 
the Poet's days, he would have stood by the side 
of Salmaaius in the field of controversy, and 
opposed Milton on every question connected with 
the interests of society, the existence of the mo- 
narchy, and the preservation of the church. John- 

* Cowper, in his Letters (second series, yoL i. p. 310-819), 
says, ' IDs criticiBms On MUton and Prior are the two capital 
instances in whieli lie hus offended me.' — I liave seen the 
copy of Johnson's Life of Milton ■which Cowpec osed, and 
have read ins marginal obeervaCi(His,ia which he has strongly 
exproBsed liis opinion of the incorrectness of Johnson's rea- 
soning, and the injustice ot his criticism. If I rigliUy recol- 
lect, he loft off, disgusted with the work, hefore lie had read 
the half of it. 
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X ADYEKTISKMENI. 

sou would have acknowledged no government 
that was not dependent on the throne, and he 
would have reverenced no ecclesiastical institution 
that was not united to a hierarchy. It would be 
curious to guess what his expression would have 
been, had he lived to read lie defence of Poly- 
gamy, the denial of the eternal generation of the 
Son, the inferiority of the Holy Spirit, and the 
open avowal of Arianism. Bolt Court would have 
grown darker at his frown, as he directed the 
thunder of his wrath against an impracticable 
philosophy he would have despised, and an erratic 
theology he would have detested. 

To disarm the severity. of this criticism, and to 
represent in fairer lights and with softer colours 
those circumstances which had excited the indig- 
nation of the critic, seems to have been the chief 
purpose * for which Mr. Hayley's Life was written. 
I cannot say much that is favourable to its execu- 
tion ; but we are indebted to him for first calling 
the attention of the learned to that singular Ita^ 
lian drama,* the Adamo of Andreini, and other 

6 Hayley is culled by Mi-. Todd, Uie efectiotiaie biographer; 
but temperance snd impartiality mo the qualities required 
Tfhen the subjact of the biography has become a matter of 
history. 

6 1 much queaUon whether Milton ever read tlie numeroos 
obscure Italian poems, whoaa names, Mr. Hayley, Dr. J. 
Warton. and othera subsequently have mentioaed, but many 
of which they themselves have never seen. Whether, as 
HayJey snpposoe, Millon was familiar with the Angelelda of 
Erasmo de Valvasone, Yenet. 1S90, or not, it certainly ia 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



produetiona of tlie same dass, wMdi are the sup- 
posed prototypes of Milton's poem. 
_ Mr. Todd's exemplary dUigence, Lis various 
information, and his extensive aequmntanee with 
mre and curious books, has enahled him to throw 
light on some particulars of Milton's history that 
were previously obscure: the second edition of 
his work is also enriched with valuable docu- 
ments lately brought to light. His nawative is 
for the most part copied from that of Dr. John- 
eon; and when he ventures to stray from his 
illustrious model, and alter his language, it is 
seldom with advantage. 

The latest biography which I have perused is 
that written by Dr. Symmons. This biographer 
was a violent Wliig, a most warm and zealous 
pariiaaji, and, I must add, an intemperate and 
incautious writer. The language which he uses 
towards those opposed to him in opinion, as to 
Johnson, and T. Warton, is far too violent and 
vituperative; and Hayle/a name is seldom men- 
tioned but to be coupled with contempt. His 
work is too mucli expanded with conjectures that 
cannot satisfy the mind, nor lead to the discovery 
of truth; and it has added but little to our know- 
ledge of facts. Tet his metrical criticisms on the 

worthy of ramack, that the Italisia poet assigns to Ike iafemal 
powers the mvenHm of arHllery; hat on this subject consult 
a note by Todd in vol. ii. 465, on the Adamo. See Walker 
wi Italian Trngedy, p. ira, App. iSsii. on passages in the 
Paradise Lost, tnken from the Sclli giorni of Ta"0 See 
Blaci's Life of Tasso, vol. ii. p. 469. 
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XII ADVERTISEMENT. 

Latin poems of Milton, tliougli they have not 
quite exhausted the suhject, are more accurate 
and learned than ever before appeared t and 
some translations are given which are spirited 
and elegant. 

The notes which Bcntley' published on Para- 
dise Lost appear to have been selected from that 
copy of Tonson'a Milton, once belonging to him, 
which I now possess ; and much as his violence 
and rashness of conjecture has been blamed, the 
pubhc has yet to leam, that his alterations, nu- 
merous as they were, form only a selection from 
a much larger mass tiiat still remains Upon the 
mai^in of the edition which he used. But if the 
wild attempt to unite his own lifeless and prosaic 
passages with the living spirit of Milton's poetry, 
were an act of presumption in the aged critic ; 
yet, I must confess, there is something less of 
arrogance in the matiner in which they are pro- 
posed, than might have been expected, when the 
boldness of his system was so openly avowed. 
He had the humanity to leave the estabhshed 
text untouched : and to confine the troubled spirit 
of his emendations within the lower circle of 
his notes. ' His changes {he says) are only suff- 

' Dr. Newton's oliserrationa on Bentley'B Milton are tem- 
perate HJid judicious. See his Pref. -p. S2. It nppears that 
Dc. Heylin gave the notes wliich he had mada on Milton, 
■with the intention of publishing an edition, to Bflntley, 
kIio has yrinfcd Ihem lis lih oim, tcilhout any achnowkSgiaeat, 
p. S4. 
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ADYERTISEMEKT, 



gested to the reader, and not obtruded on him; 
and if any person will substitute better, he will 
deserve eveiy reader's thanks; though it is lo be 
hoped even these will not be found absurd, or 
disagreeing from the Milfonian chai-aeter. 
' Sunt at mihi Coimina, m« quoqne dicvmt 
Vatem I'oslores, sed non ego credulus illis.' 
The ftv! notes which are now for the first time 
published, are partly designed to prove, that Bent- 
ley did not generally attempt to substitute lie 
actutd and genuine words of Jfillon in the place 
oithefctttious and aduUerated text (v. Book viii. 
653) ; but only to restore what he conceived to 
be the seme and meaning of the passao-e. The 
conjectures which, in his own printed edition, 1 
find waiting in the margin, and eager for admit- 
tance into the verse ; in his MS. copy ate attended 
with a numerous train, as little plausible or satis- 
factory as themselves. He had a large store of 
arrows in his quiver, besides that which he had 
shot : nor can a reason be readily assigned for 
his preference of the one selected. The hypo- 
thesis which he formed, is, I presume, generally 
known and known only to be repudiated. ' Our 
celebrated author, being obnoxious to the gout, 
poor, IHendless, and, what is worst of all, blind 
with a gutta serena, could only diclato his verses 
-to be writ by another: when it necessarily fol- 
lows that any errors in pointing, spelling, nay, 
even in whole words, of a like or near sound, are 
not to be charged upon the poet, but ibe amanu- 

TOL. I. 2 
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ensis. The friend or acquaintance to whom Mil- 
ton committed his copy, and the oyerseers of the 
press, did so vilely execute that trnst, that Para- 
dise, under his ignorance and andaeiousness, may 
be said to be twice lost. But these typographical 
faults, occasioned by the negligence of his ac- 
qutuntance, if all may be imputed to that, and 
not several wilfully made,' were BOt the least 
blemishes brought upon our poem. For this 
supposed friend, knowing Milton's bad circum- 
stances, thought that he had a fit opportunity to 
foist into the work several of his own verses, 
without the blind poet's discovery. This trick 
bas too frequently been played, but especially in 
works published after the author's death; and 
poor Milton, in that condition, with sixty years' 
weight upon his shoulders, might be reckoned 
half dead.'— The whole of this visionary fabric 
seems to liave been built by Bentley on the slen- 
der foundation that, owing to Milton's blindness, 
some mistakes in the test of the poem certainly 
did occur; and that such a one, as is found in 
P. L. X. 260, should pervade loth editions (being 
an error which Milton himself had no means of 
detecting), certainly betrays the negligence or 
ignorance of those to wbose care his edition was 
entrusted. 

Feeling, aa truly as others, the absurdity of 

S See Kote on P. L. i. 197. ' Knowing Ijy tlie passKf-es, 
that onr poet tilind, and then poor and fricniilesa, tad fre- 
quently foul play.' 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Bentlej's system, the flatness of his prosaic al- 
terations, and hia great want of poetic feeling, I 
must sm injustice say, that his remarks display 
the shrewdness of a person accustomed to read 
with curious and scrutinizing attention," fo pay 
regard to the proper force and meaning of words, 
and the construction of sentences : that his ob- 
servations are often ingenious, and his emendations 
sometimes acute; but that which strikes me as 
peculiarly offensive, is the apparent carelessness, 
and indifference -with which he proceeds on his 
work of criticism. So far from approaching his 
author's text with a limjd dr reluctant hand, his 
boldest conjectures are proposed either with a 
confidence meant to overawe ^e reader, and 
compel conviction; or, what is worse, with an 
apparent" disregard as fo whether they are 

» Watbnrton lent Dr. Newton Pope's copy of Beiitley'3 
MUtoi, wherein Pope had all fdong, with his own hand, set 
Eome mark of approbation, reot6, bsai, pulehrf, in the margin 
oyer against such emendations of the Doctor's as stcmed to 
him just and reasonable. It was a flatisfaotioa to see what 
so great a genius thought particularly of that edition, and he 
appears IhrouEhont the whole to have been a verv candid 
reader, and to have approved of more than reaUy merits ap- 
probation. Nettton'e Preface, p. 36, 

T. Warton saj-s, ' Many of Bentley'B emendations are 
acute, but he did not understand Jlillon's maimer, nor the 
genius of thelangi^age of English poetry.' v. Todd's Milton, 
vol. Ti. p. 30f ; see HolHs's Memoirs, p. iJ8. 622. 

'" See the indifference Bhottn in notes, iii. 697, jv. 763 
vii. 406; one of the most objectionahle notes is v. 416; one 
ludicrously ingenious, vl. 513; those at rii. «3, ix. ED2, and 
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accepted or not. In P. L. ii. 1021, lie strikes 
out the whole passage of Sin and Death following 
Satan, amounting to t«n entire lines, and then 
says, ' Perhaps 1 shall have some votes to accom- 
pany mine, that tliia too is an interpolation.' 
As he approached the last pages of his work, and 
looked baek on the defoi-mities he had left be- 
hind liim in his ruthless path, and when he saw 
the ragged and meagre branches of the Critic's 
ivy eating info the noble and finished cglumn, 
round which it had been trained ; he seemed to 
enterlain some misgivings of the soundness and 
success of his plan. He says, ' If one small al- 
teration appeared lo be so presumptuous, what 
censure must I expect to receive who have pre- 
sumed to make so many, but jacta est alea, non 
injussa cccinL 

jrup ijifiye K* uITm, 

Oi Kg jt£ niiiaiAim, jtukiaTa Sk /iiineTa 'Zeiis-. 

Bcntley's ungrounded hypothesis, and the alter- 
ations which he built upon it, called forth a 

jd. 3ST, aro flippnnt ani trifling. Tlie conjpcture, at xl. 
187, 39 confirmed by Milton's own editions, wliicli Bentiey 
did not know. In one note lie appears designadly mjail, 
(i. TIT,) wliere he oconsBs Milton of a false qoantily in the 
Tiso of the word ' Serapis.' BenBey of course Itnew that the 
word was nsad witli the middle syllabla long: and JTdton 
liml a riglit to select the quantity most agreeable to Ha aar. 
Akenside uses the word ' Hyperion,' with Iho penuldronta 
syllable long, and Gray with it short; the former adhechig 
to the trna quantity, the latter adopting the mora agreeable or 
oouTenient pronunciation; hut Jliltoii iiad authority, though 
InfMor, on his side. 
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AnVERT(Sl!JIEST. XVII 

volume of remarks from Dr. Zachary Peaice : 
which maj be recommended as a model of sound 
and temperate reasoning in criticism. Eentley'a 
innovations are for the most part refuted, but in a 
maimer never wanting in respect to the fame or 
the age of IJiat illustrious schglar. 

Since writing the ahove, I have had an oppor- 
tunity of perusing Newton's Life of Milton; it is 
not written with any spirit or elegance of style, 
but it cont^ns an impartial and accurate account 
of what is known of the Poet's history ; and there 
is a lomperance and propriety in its language, that 
might put some later biographers to the blush. 
Occasionally a smile may he excited, when he 
speaks of Milton's never having hunted (Milton 
hunting! !), or when ho laments that the sale of 
Paradise Lost produced only ten pounds to the 
author, while Mr. Hojle gained two hundred by 
the copyright of his Game at Whist. Some use- 
ful notes and illustrations have been added hy 
Mr. Hawkins to the latest edilion ; but in one, he 
has unaccountably attributed the famous attack 
on Milton by Bishop Horsley, to a Prelate of very 
different opinions, talents, and character," 

Every snccessive volume of the biography of 
Milton is rapidly increasing in size. The elegant 
Memoir by Fenfon is included in fifteen small 
pages; the narrative of Dr. Symmons has ex- 
tended to nearly seven hundred ; while the in- 
crease of bulk is not compensated by a propor- 
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tionate accession of informalion." Much vague 
and iDgenious speculation, and much curious eru- 
dition not always bearing on the subject, Lave 
been called in by later writers to supply the place 
of authentic materials ; and that which has rea- 
sonahly been doubted, or directly refuted, still 
maintains its ground, as an arena, in which the 
■writer may unfold the charms of his eloquence ; 
or the critics may display their controversial skill. 
It is however to be hoped, that in all future bio- 
graphies, what is neither pertinent nor true will he 
omitted. That we shall not again read long dis- 
putations on the nature of Milton's punishment 
at College ; that the foolish and romajitic story of 
the sleeping boy and the Italian lady will he for- 
gotten, or be found only among the reveries of Miss 
Seward ; that the supposed residence at Forest 
Hill (a day-dream of Sir William Jones) will be 
given up ; — that we shall not hear of Milton's keep- 
ing school at Greenwich :^' That the insertion of 
the prayer intotheEikonBasilike from the Arcadia 
will be considered as set at rest : That the slory 
of Sir John Denham (the account of a person, 
not a member, being permitted to instruct and 
entertain the House of Commons with the history 
of a neio poem wet from the press,") may be heard 

12 T. Warton first brought 'Milton's SuECnpatiye Will' 
to light, nnd printed it in his edition of the Jlinor Poems; 
this was n valnablo and antheiitio addition to our previous 



* See Newtoii's Life, p. biii. 
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no more ; and that Salmasius may be permitted 
to die in his old age without disgrace, or without 
the death-blow having heen given by Milton's 
hand. . The notes also of the commentators have 
swelled to a useless and disproportionate size; a 
great part of them is unnecessary and inconve- 
nient; and a future edition of Milton, if one on 
a more elaborate plan than ilie present is re- 
quired, might be contracted into a smaller compass 
than Newton's, without any omission of useful or 
elegant information. 

After a patient, and, in the leisure which I pos- 
sess, a not unwilling perusal of the writings of 
Milton and Salmasius, I could wish to have ex- 
hibited to my readers a fuller account of the con- 
troversy, and to have afforded adequate examples 
of the comparative skill and talents of the writers ; 
but the contracted limits of my humble plan, 
precluded any lengthened or copious detail ; nor 
could this subject be permited to oceapy more 
than its proportionate share without injury to 
others of equal or greater importance. I found 
it also difficult to select what was valuable and 
interesting from much reasoning that was sophis- 
tical and distorted; much that was trifling am} 
minute ; some that rested on the support of ob- 
solete and foi^otten autliorities ; some that was 
wasted in the discussion of the remotest theories 
and the most abstract principles ; and all inter- 
mingled with personal altercation, angry invecl^ 
ive, and the intemperate ebullitions of a carnal 
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wriith. I found, too, that it would be difficult, 
except perhaps to the curiosity of a few inquisitive 
scholars, to direct or detain the attention on the 
discussion of a subject which once held all Eu- 
rope in suspense ; the progress of which, under 
the skill of the combatants, was watched with 
the most intense anxiety; which employed the 
most powerful minds, and included the most im- 
portant interests ; but which long since has passed 
away from the disputed possession of party writers, 
to remain under the graver and more impartial 
protection of history. 

A few original notes attached to this edition, 
are the gradual result of the Editor's reading, and 
were written in the margia of the copy which he 
used. Some have been selected from the different 
commentators, whose observations have been dili- 
gently collected by Mr. Todd ; and, for a few, the 
editor has been indebted to his amiable and most 
accomplished friend, the Eev. Alexander Dyce,to 
whose industry and talents, all who are interested 
in our esffly poetry must feel great obligations ; 
and from whose classical knowledge, sound judg- 
ment, and refined taste, that curious information 
which he is able to bestow, will be given with a 
precision, a temperance, and an elegance, except 
perhaps in the case of the learned and lamented 
Tyrwhitt, hitherto unknown among the editors of 
our elder poets. 

John Mitfokd. 

Ber:haU,20& Km. imi. 
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THE LIFE OF MILTON. 

Y TUE KETEREND JOHN HITFpRD. 



John Milton, magnum et venerobile nomen, 
tlie son of John Miltoft and Sarah Castor, a wo- 
man of incomparable virtue and goodness, and 
exemplary for ter liberality to the poor, was bom^ 
in London on the 9lli of December, 1608. His 
father was an eminent scriTener, and lived at the 
sign of the Spread Eagle^ (the armorial ensign of 
the family) in Bread Street. He was educated at 
Christ Church, Oxford, embraced the doctrines of 
the reformed ehurch, and in consequence was 
disinherited by his father, who was a bigoted pa- 
pist. The profession, however, which he chose 
was so successful, as to enable him to give his 

' Baptized the xx Deo. 1B08, sccording to ths Eegister of 
Alltmllow!, Bread Street. 

* This honse wherein he Tvns bom, nnd which strangers 
used to visit before the fire, was part of liia estata m long da 
he lived, v. Toiand's Life, p. 148, on his mother's familj-. 
Saa Bireh's Life of Milton, p. 11. The Cimily of the Cas- 
tors originiill J derived fFom Wales, as Fiiilip telle ne ; bnt 
Wood asserts that she was of tiie andent fanuly' oC the Brad- ' 
shaws, and a still later aceonnt intbrms ns that she was a 
Hangliton, of Haughton Tower, in Lancashire, as appeared 
by lier own arms, &c. Botli Toland and Philips date his 
hirth in 1606, hnt erroneously, for the inscription n ' 



print in the Lojjic says that io. 1671, he was 63 years of sge. 
Milton's armonal bearings ware argent, an CDcie displayed 
two heads gules, legged and bealied sabie. A small 



silver seal, with these an , 

to seal his lettGr?, was in the possassion of the late Dn 
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11 LIFE OF MILTOS. 

children a liberal education ; " and to allow Mm 
to pass his latter years in the leisure and tran- 
quillity of a country lite. 

The grandfather of the poet was keeper of the 
forest of Sholover, in Oxfordshire, and his family 
had been long settled at Milton,* in that neigh- 
bourhood. They took, however, the unfortunate 
aide in the civil wars, their estate was sequestrated, 
and their rank and opulence consequently de- 
stroy eel . 

Milton's father was a person of a superior and 
accomplished mind, and was greatly distinguished 
for his musical talents ; indeed, in science, he is 
said to have been equal to the very first musicians 
of the age.* He saw the early promises of genius 

» Ha diad about 16*7, and irns buried in Cripplegate 
Chnrcli. Sea T. Warton'e note on Carmeu ad Patrem, ver. 
68, p. 623, ed. second, Anbrey aaya he read widiont apeota- 
cles at Si. '^ 

* There has been soma donbts about the sitnation of the 
village of Miltoa. See Todd's Life, p. 2, and the note. 
Wood's Fasti Oxon. vol. 1. art. 262. 

» Oq a work called "A Sixefold Politician, together with 
a Siiefold Precept of Policy, laOS," attribntad to him, sea 
Mr. I. P, Gollier's Poetical Decameron, vol, ii. p. 306, 
Philips says, ' That as I have bean told and I take it by oar 
anther himself, that his father composed an H Domine of 
forty parts, for which he was rewarded with a gold medal 
and chain, by a Polish prince, to whom he presented it, and 
that some of his songs are to be seen in Old Whitby's set 
of airs, besides some oompositionB of his in Eavenscnrft's 
Psalms, V. p. sli. ed. Pickering. Some beantdful lines in 
Milton's Poem ' ad Patrein' allnde to his father's skill in music. 
' Ipse volens Phosbus se dispertire doobus, 
Altera dona mihi, dadit altera dona parenti, 
Dividuumque deum geiiilocque, pnerque tenemus.' 
See Burney's Hist, of Music, vol. iii. p. J34. In a litne 
hook which 1 possess, the Psalms, by W. Slatver, 12mo. 
1643, one of the tunes is by J. Milton. See also Toild'a 
Milton, vol. i. p. 4, and vi. p, 33T, and Aubrey Letters, vol. 
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in Lis son, and encouraged them by a careful and 
liberal educalion. Milton was at fijst placed 
under the domestic tuition of Thomaa Young, a 
puritan minister, and native of Essex ; to whom 
he was in after life much attaehed, and to whom 
hb fourth elegy, and the first of his Latm Epistles, 
are inscribed. A porlrait of him, by Cornelius 
Jansen,* when only ten years old, shows (he affec- 
tion of the parents for their handsome and ac- 
complished child, who even at that early age 
waa_ expanding the first flower of his youthful 
genius ; and whose vernal promise was ripening 
last into works of finished and exquisite beauty. 
Young' quitted England in 162S, and it is pro- 
bable that in the same year Milton was admitted 
info St. Paul's School, under the care o£ Alex- 
ander Gill.* His unwearied love of study had 

« This picture was in the possession of T. Hollls, Esq. 



twenty gumeas of til 
re of Slirton when about twenty, 
was m the possession of the Eight Honourable Arthur Ons- 

_ T In Mr. Fallowes's transla«on of Milton's letters, ptinteil 
m Dr. Svmnionfl'a edition, 1806. Wliy is the direction of 
Milton's Letters to Young translated to Thomas Jure? For 
an account of T. Young see Todd's MUton, Toi. vi. p. 199, 207, 
lonng returned to England in or before the year 1628- he 
was alierwards master of Jesus Col. Camh. and Vicar of 
Stow Market, m Snffollt. Milton, in his Elegy, ver. 8S says 
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already eommeneeU; 'Ab anno,' he says, 'fefar 
tia duodecimo vix unquam ante mediam nocfem 
i lucubrationibns cubilum discederem;' and Au- 
brey adds, 'that when Milton went to school, he 
studied very hard, and sate up very late, com- 
monly till twelye or one o'clock, and his falher 
ordered the maid to sift up for him,' In a letter 
to his preceptor, dated not long after (his time, 
he says — ' Hiec scripsi Londini, inter nrbana di- 
verticula, non UMs, ut mho droimseplm.' 

Thus early and deep were laid the foundation 
of his future fame. His studies were in a great 
measure poetical. Humphrey Lownes, the printer, 
who lived in the same street, supplied him with 
Spenser and Sylvester's translation of Du Bai^ 
tas : his admiration of the former is known to all ; 
the attention which he paid to the more obscure, 
and now almost forgotten poel, was pointed oat 
more fully than before, by my late ingenious 
friend Mr. Charles Dunster, in a little work which 

^^t^y, ,8nil to the bishops. He has an epiatle, as Jliltoa 
has, to his Patfaer, p. li. There is a line resemblinK oqb 
m Milton's vetses to Chriatma. ('Chriathia arctoi Lndda 
stelhi poL 1') 

' Pene sub arotoi sidere regna poll 1 ' 
In Miton-B third Elegy, rer, 9, are thase lines, which pnz- 
zieji tlie commentalore till Sir D. Dahyiuple explained item 
to T. Warton. 

' Tone I 
Intempc 

In Ills TiUii Epilnpliiniii, p. 91, GiU mentions who thesa 



i. e. Mansfelt and the Duka of Brunswieli Gill speafea of 
hiQiBelEhi the Preface; ' Haot*nua vilam em ne'ioio nua si- 
deram lnclem™ua, hominom et furtimsE ^n mnis Den>eluo 
collnctantem.' t i -' 
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LIFE OF MILTON. V 

he called Milton's Early Reading,^ or the Pnma 
Stamina of Paradise Lost. 

Aubrey says, Milton was a poet when only ten 
years old. Those who are interested in watching 
the early dawning of genius as it opens on the 
youthful mind, and in comparing tiie different 
periods in which great talents have displayed 
both the promise and the direction of their future 
power, will not be displeased at my recalling 
to their memory the passs^ in that elegant bio- 
graphy of Cowley, wluch Spratt addressed to their 
mutual friend Martin Oifford, and in which he 
mentions the age when Cowley first became in- 
spired by the muse, and the book that excited his 
youthliil imagination. There is a singular coin- 
cidence between these two great contomporaries, 
in the dates assigned by their respective biogra- 
phers. ' Vix dum decennis,' says Spratt, ' Poeta 
factus est.' We shall be less surprised to hear 
that Spenser was alike the object of their early 
admiration, 'legendo Spensero nostro, Scriptore 
sane illustri, et Tel adultis difUcili.' Happy had 
it been for Cowley's fame, had he not early wan- 
dered away from the instructor of his youlb; and 
lefl for Epic, and Pindaric flights, that which 
even now delights, and must for ever please, his 
moral song, the Toice of nature and of trutli, the 
language of his heart. 

In 1623 Milton produced his translations of 
the lllthand 136th Psalms; and in his seven- 



J. in full blossom 

in Germany, and lias raceiTed the praise of Goethe himself. 
He is considered at DreEdan and at Weimar as one of the 
greatest poet's that ever appeared. 
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teenth'^'' year he was sent from St. Paul's school, 
and admitted a pensioner at Christ's College, 
Cambridge, on the 12tli of February, 1624." 
He was there early distinguished for the elegance 
of his versification, and his unusual skill in the 
latin tongue. A well known passage in his first 
Elegy certainly betrays some displeasure which he 
felt, or alludes to some indignities which he suf- 
fered from the seyerity of Collegiate discipUne : 
this was probably occasioned by the freedom of 
his censures on the established system of educa- 
tion,'^ and his reluctance to conform to it. In hia 
Beasou of Church Giovermnent, he says, 'their 
honest and ingenuous natures coming to the Uni- 
versities to store themselves with good and solid 
learning, are there nnfortunately fed with nothing 
else but the scragged and thorny lectures of monk- 



11 He Bfis admitted PenaionariuB minor, nnder Mr. Wil- 
liam Chappell, aflerwards provost of TriiutT College, Dub- 
lin, and deim of Cassels, and at last bisiop of Cork, to whom, 
among othara, the celebrated treatise of the Whola Duty of 
Mau Eas been imputed. See Birch's Life, p. 111. Mfltou 
took his first dagree in Jan. 1628—S, and that of Master of 
Arts, in 1683. See Sjmmons'a Pref, to Lifb, p. 5— T. He was 
transferred fiT>m Mr. Chappell (thou^ contrary to tha rules 

Pasti, i. p. 262. 

n The author of a modest confutation against a slanderous 
and Bcnrrilooa libel, flist charged him with being vomited 
out of the university, after an inordinate and riotous yonth 
spent there, and the author of ' Kegii Sanguinis Clamor,' 
repeated the calumny. 'Ainnt homhiem Cantabrigiensi 
academiaob fiagitia pulsum, dedecus, et patriam fuglsse et in 
Italiam commigrasse. ' The former tract,' Milton says, in his 
ApoloBy for Smectymuns, ' was reported to be written bv tie 
son ofBishop Hall.' 
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ish and miserable sophistry; were sent home 
again with such a scholastical bur ia their throats, 
as hath stopped and hindered all true and gene- 
rous philosophy from entering ; cracked their 
voices for ever with metaphysical gargarisma, 
hatit made them admire a sort of formal outside 
men, prelatically addicted, whose unchastened and 
overwrought minds were never yet initiated, nor 
subdued under the true love of moi'al or reli- 
gious virtue, which two are the best, and greatest 
pointij of learning: but either slightly trained up 
in a kind of hypocritical and hackney course of 
literature to get their living by, and dazzle the 
ignorant, or else fondly overstudied in useless con- 
troversies, escept those which Ihey use, with all 
the specious and delusive subdety they are able, 
to defend their prelatical Sparta.' — And in bis 
Apology for Smectymnus, he says, — ' That suburb 
wherein I dwell shall be in my accounts a more 
honourable place, than his University ; which aa 
in the time of her better health, and mine ornn 
younger judgment, I never greatly admired, so 
now much less ; ' ■" — and in his third letter to his 
friend and tutor Alexander Gill, he expresses 
the same opinion, concerning the superficial and 

s See Wa iMctale on Ednoiition, where he speaks against 



Giwk Bad Latin idioms, — 'and then lumngre^ly left grannanr 
Heal flats and shalloirs, to lie presented yrlQt the most intel- 
lectosl abstractions of logic and metaphysica, to be tossed 
and tnrmoiled in the fathomless deeps of controversT, to be 
deluded viith ragged notions and babblements, to be dragged 
to an as iine fea^of aOW'tbistles and brambles.^ — With toese 
op onE ^then called upon b; tbecollese for Latin themes 
on 1 gcal and raetaphysicaJ snbjecla (see his Prolnsionea) 
pa r t Be easily conceive the rebellion or discontent, the 
ll eaks and flashes of bis fiery mind ? 
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smattering 'learning of the University and of the 
manner in which the clergy engage with raw, 
and untutored judgments in the study of the- 
ology, patching together a sermon mth pilfered 
scraps, without any acqusdntance with criticism 
or philosophy ; again, in his Animadversions on 
the Eemonstnmt's Defence, he says, — " What 
shouldl tell you how the universities that men look 
should be the fountains of learning and knowjedffe, 
have been poisoned and choked under your go- 
vernance ? " 

Milton's natural genius, cultivated by the care 
of those excellent scholars, who had conducted his 
education, and enriched by his own indefatigable 
study, had doubtless made great advances in 
those branches of knowledge at once congenial to 
his mind, and conducive to its improvement ; and 
he might feel unwilling to be diverted from them, 
into the barren and unprofitable pursuits, which 
tie old system of collegiate education too often 
required;'* that which he disliked or despised, 



I's ProltiEiones bus been 

■ -..u.i. „- -■"-' ^^ ** subject of his 

QisEiisanui -wita the ooliege, aiid hia ranewed anioD. (v.n 116 1 
Ha aislifced aome parts of thair stndiaa, probablv theic' loiti' 
oal and metaphyaiciU Tbasea, and axpressed bis opinion too 
fVealy, or perhaps didnot perform the tasks that ware required. 
I feel convinced tbat the whole gromid of offence, so mnob 
dispntad, IS to be found in this potnt. 

' Turn nac medioeriter me pellexlt, et inTKavit ad has 
partes 5ul>eundas vestia, (vob qui ejusdem estis mecnm 
CoUegii) in me nupenime comperla fodiUas, cum enim ante 
prreteriKB meoeaa, aliquam multos oratorio apnd vos muuBre 
perfUncturus essem, putaremqne lucnbrationcs nioaa qualea- 
cuiijiue etiam ingratas prop^niodum futuras, et mitiorea 
labituras judice^ Jlacum et Minoa, quam e vobis fere quem- 
libet, sane pr^tec opiiiionem meam, pKcter meam si quid, 
erac specula;, non yulgori sicutj """ " = ' — -— ' 
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his love of freedom on all subjects, and in every 
situation forbade him to conceal. It is probable 
that he underwent a temporary rustication. This 
however is eertain, — that all misunderstanding 
was removed, and that he soon acquired the 
kindness and respect of the society with which 
he lived : he says,^ — " It hath given me an apt oc- 
casion to acknowledge publicly with all grateful 
mind that more than ordinary favour and respect, 
which I found above any of my equals at the 
hands of these courteous and learned men, the 
fellows of the college wherein I spent some years ; 
who, at my palling, after I had taken two de- 
grees, as the manner is signified many ways, 
how much better it would content them, if I 
would stay, as by many letters ftdl of kindness, 
and loving respect, both before that time and 
long ailer, I was assured of their singular good 
affection towards me:" — and in another place he 
speaks of himself, as 

' Procul omni flagitio, bonii mmibia probalns.' 

In 1628 he wrote some lines on the subject, 
'Naturam non pati senium,' as aa Academical 
exercise, to obhge one of the fellows of the col- 
lege ; and T. WartoQ says of it, ' that it is replete 



„.. Lim, aiguiileni cum Ipsa amicitla pleruinqne 
multa mou]pace feotft detorquere Eoleat, tone profettio ikt& el 
»/«»(« iBwrndMo errata forsiUm muUa, el hand pauca sue 
itttlno mdaerte dicta, ieniter et clanaiMm yanm memn *nt( 
BMTiftHn itaerpretari son ^nicoiofiir. Jam eemel iinico hoc 
eiemplo vel ipsa deraena ira mentds compos foiase videbiitar, 
et hoc facto fnroria infamiam abluisse. At vera " 
obleotor, et iiiinun in modum voluptate pen 
videnra tiijMa ihclimoiorvm kvniimim /requenlid 
me, el MiMflfie it^tum, tec. 
VOL. I. 3 
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with fanciful and ingenious allusions, it lias also 
a vigour of expression, a dignity of sentimenl, 
and elevation of thought rarely found in very 
young writers.' This praise is just : but its La- 
tinity is not so flowing, or elegant, as that of hia 
later poems. 

Milton was designed by his parents for the 
profession of the church ; but during his residence 
at the University, he changed his intention. Dr. 
Newton considers that he had conceived early 
pr^udices against the doctrine and discipline of 
the church ; but Johnson seems to think that his 
objections lay not so much against subscription 
to the articles, but related to canonical obedience. 
His own account is as follows ; " "By the inten- 
tion of my parents and friends, I was destined of 
a child to the service of the church, and in mine 
own resolutions. Till coming to some maturity of 
years, and perceiving what tyranny had invaded 
the church, that he who would take orders, must 
subscribe Slave, and take an oath withal, which 
unless he took with a conscience that he would 
i-elish, he must either straight perjure or split hia 
faith ; I thought better to prefer a blameless si- 
lence before the sacred office of speaking, bought 
and begun with servitude and forswearing." 

In whatever line his objections lay, hia youth- 
ful decisions seem to have been but little controlled 
by the exercise of parental authority ; for in the 
beautiful lines which he addresses to his father, 
in the Latin language, he says, 

ic enim, Pater, ire jnbebas. 



tna via lata patet, qua proiiii 
lerCaque cflndendL lo}get Bpes ai 



d againBt Pre- 
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LIFE OF mLTON. 
Ncc rapis nd leeei 



is damnas clainoribna 

d mftgis eKcnltom cupient diteacere mentomf 
Me pTooul nrbano strepitn, secsEsitnu Hltis 
Abductnin, AooiiB moanda per otis KipfB, 
Phiebieo later! oomltem Binia ire beatnmy' 



^ In 1632 he left the Universitj, and retired to 
Lis fallier's house at Horton,^' in Buckingham- 
shire, making occasional visits to London to meet 
his friends, to buy books, or to learn something 
new in nkathematics or music Here he resided 
five years, passing his time in regular and severe 
study ; for he is said to have read over all the 
Greek and Latin writers: Johnson says, 'that 
tills account must be received with limitations;' 
but five years well employed would leave few 
of the ancient authors unperused : I think TVyt- 
tenbach has mentioned hie having read through 
Athenteus in fourteen days ; and Joseph Scaliger 
has left on record tJie short time in which he 
linished both the Homeric Poems. "What then 
might not Milton's enthusiastic pursuit of know- 
ledge, and bis unwearied industry perform ? He 
says of himself at this time, 

'Et lotiunrapiniit,me,meavitB, libri.' 

W This house at Horton was pulled down about fourteen 
jeaca ago. See Synimons'a Life, p. 93. Millon'a father had 
soma counlry house besides this, nearer to London, of which 
n-e have had no notice. Milton's letter to A. Gill, ia dated 
' ii nostro Suburbano,' Deo. i, 1834, And see bis EIbbv 1. 
ver. 60. " 



lb qnibus xi 
li lieeat), E 
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In this studious rctiremeiit.and under the shelter 
of hb paternal roof, it is belieyed that he wrote 
his Arcades, Comus, L'Allegro, II Penseroso, 
and Lyeidas. In the neighbourhood of Horton, 
the Count«ss Dowager of Derby resided, and the 
Arcades was performed by her grandchildren at 
their seat, called Harefield Place. Was ever lady 
on her return to the hall of her ancestors, crowned 
with such poetic garlands, or greeted by a wel- 
come so elegant as this? Some of his letters 
to Charles Deodati give us interesting particulars 
<rf his studies and habits of life. — 'Tou well 
know (he says) that I am naturally slow in writing, 
and averse to write. It is also in my fevour, 
that your method of study is such as to admit 
of frequent intorruptlons, in which you visit your 
friends, writo letters, ar go abroad, but it is my 
way to suffer no impediment, no love of ease, 
no avocation whatever, to chill the ardor, to break 
the continuity, or divert the completion of my 
literary pursuits;' — in a subsequent letter, the 
honourable ambition of his youthful mind opens 
itself without reserve to his familiar friend. — ' Hear 
me,' he writes, ' my Deodati, and suffer me, for a 
moment, to speak without blushing in a more lofty 
strain. Do you ask what I am meditating ? by 
the help of heaven, an immortality of fame, but 
what am I doing? ^r^po^va. I am letting my 
wings grow and preparing to fiy, but my Pegasus 
has not yet feathers enough to soar aloft in the 

fields of air. You shall likewise have 

some information respecting my studies. I went 
through the perusal of the Greek authors to the 
time when they ceased to be Greeks. I was long 
employed in unravelling the obscure history of 
tke Italians under the Lombards, the Franks, and 
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Grermans, to the time when they received their 
liberty from Eodolphus, king of Germany.' 

To B. EoQmatthaei he writes of his prolideiicy 
iu the richest and most melodious of modem 
tongues. ' I who certainly have not merely wet- 
ted the tip of my lips iu ' the stream of these 
languages, bill, in proporljon to my years, have 
swallowed the most copious draughts, can yet 
sometimes retire with avidity and delight to feast 
on Dante, Petrarch, and many othere ; nor has 
Athens itself been able to confine me to the trans- 
parent wave of its Ilissus, nor ancient Home to 
the banks of its Tiber, so as to prevent my visiting 
with delight the stream of the Arno, and the hills 
of Fsesoke.' 

The '' Masque of Comus was presented at Lud- 
low, in 16S4, tben the residence of the Lord Pre- 
sident of Wales, and was acted by the '° Earl 



Ecnlty and reluctance that Millon first ftp- 
penred as lui [inthor.' Same acconnt of Sir N. ruckerlns 
ma^ be read In Wart^m'a Milton, p. 578, and the oiiginia 
YanOQB rendiitga to the Lycidns, Comns^ and Emaller p<>Bnl3 
ftom the Manuscript, p. 578 to 690. On the few variations not 
noticed by WarCon, eee Class. Journal, No. xiuii. p. 211. 
There is one rather curious : 

' While all the starry rounds, and arches blue 
■Eesound, and echo Hallelu! ' 
n innnuBoript copy of Comus is also in the Biidgewaicr library, 
t Ashridge, (See Todd's Comas, p. 166) befoje it w-as cor- 



hiB Defensio, In a copy of it in Lord SU&ord's I 



ship of the Bridgewater family by 

la a copy of it in Lord StBfford's library, the 

10 performed the part of the first brother) wrote ' Liber 
igiie, auCor furca di^isslmi.' On this Recount Lnwes's dedi- 
cation is supposed to have been withdrawn from the subse- 
quent editions, v. Todd, p. 2. 
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XIY lIFi: OP JIILIOK. 

of Bridgewater's sons, and his joung daughter 
tie Lady Alice Egerton. The story i3 said to 
have been founded on a eircumstance that took 
place in the family of the Earl not long before ; 
and Milton wrote his Masque at the request of 
Henry Lawes, the celebrated musician. Dr. Jolm- 
son observes that the fiction is derived frorfi 
Homer's Ciree, but later investigations have dis- 
covered a closer resemblance iu the Comus of 
Eiyciua Puteanus, and the Old Wives' Tale of 
George Peeie." It is one of the most beautiful 
and, with the exception of a few passages, one of 
the most finished Poems in our language. It has 
all the sweetness of Fletcher, with a richer struc- 
ture of versification, more foreign idioms, more 
learned allusions, and a higher reach of fancy. It 
does not rise into all the wildness of the romantic 
feble, only because it is guarded and subdued by a 
chaste and elegant judgment. Sir Henry Wotton 
was peculiai-ly delighted in the lyrical parts, with 
what he quaintly, but not incorrectly calls — 'a 
certmn done delicacy in the songs and odes.' And 
WarburtoD speaks of the bright vein of its poetry, 
intermixed with a softness of description.^ T, 
Warton observes ' that Comus is a suite of speeches 
not interesting by discrimination of character, not 
conveying variety of incidents, nor gradually ex- 
citing curiosity ; but perpetually attracting atten- 
tion by sublime sentiment, and fanciful imagery 

" See G. PeeTe'a Works by ttie Sev. A. Dyce, Vol. i. d. 204 
firl. 1829. la. Raed first directed atteiitiou to tills play tliei! 
!!.."5''°''«''".n*''" "''t^'" '■™™ Pnteaaus, see Todd's ed. 

'thoKraphj' ' Rdopted by Milton in 

, <• .^^iBultCapelLofii'sPreiocatoPar. 

Lost. Ito. 1792, and Todd's Prefaca to Coinna, p. yiii. and 
Kicnardson'E Life, p. oisx. 
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of the richest vein, hy an csiiberance of pictur- 
esque description, poetical allusion, and oma- 
mental expression.' ** 

In November, 1637, he wrote Lycidas, an elegy 
occasioned by the death of a young and very 
aeeomplisbed person, Mr. King, who was the 
friend of Milton, and a great fevourite at Cam- 
bridge. Miiton'3 Poem was published at the end 
of a small volume of Elegies, with which the Uni- 
versity honoured the memory of their student. 
Some of the songs of Ltcidas I have read, for 

' He knew 

Himself to sing, and build the lofty rlijme ! ' 

they are, for the most part, complimentary effu- 
Bions on the birth of the children of Charles 
the First; but I have discovered nothing that I 
could extract with advaatage.'^ The beautifiil 

M It has been asked where an illustration must be eought 
for the expression, ver. 252, 

' At every fall, emoothii^ the raven down 
Of darkneaa tili it stniled: ' 
nnd the entire silence of the commentators has been remarlied. 
I shall, therefore, oliserve that there can lie no donbt, bnt that 
Milton had the following passage in Heywood's Love's Mis- 
tresse before him. Act. ili. ac 1. 
Pbychb. 
' Time's eldest danghtei-, Night, mother of Ease, 
Thon gentle nnrse, that with sweet Inllahiea 



n, beast, a 

Takes their r^se and rest.' 

^ Edward mnz, of Christ's Coll. Camb. son of Sir Jt 

King, Secretary & Irelajid in the time of Eliaabt^lh, .Inm 

and Charles. He was drowned on the possage &om Chea 
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monody of Lycidaa shows an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the Italian metres, and to one poem, 
the Alcon"" of Balth. Castiglione, it is more 
peculiarly indebted for some of its imagery. It 
discovers also Milton's familiarity with onr elder 
poets, and supported by the authority of his 
* Master Spenser,' « in similar aiksions ; it has 
mixed up with its pastoral beauties a stem, and 
early avowal of his hostility to the church.^ 

to Iceland. See Birch's Life, p. xvii. fgr an aceonnt of the 
collection hi which Milton's Poema were published The 
nam^ of T. FamabyH Moore, J. Beaumont. Cleveland, 
W. ^11, am in the list of contributors. Tho shipwreck o^ 
Mr. King took place on the lOlh of Aug. 1637i it appearB 
that he might have escaped with some others in the b^, 
lor an account of his poetry, see Warton's Milton, p. 39, 

^ See Class. Journal, No, Isiii. p. 3B6, by G. N. Ogle. 
„„%7''?,'*'=."™'?g Spenser's Poems a Pastoral ^logne 
on Sir P, Sydney's death, by L. B. which Milton had read 
when ha wrote Lyoidas. v. Tidd'i ^mer, vol. vlii. p, 76. 

J» Mr. Peck thjnka that the manner m which Milton has 
dispersed his- rhymes in Lycidas, is an attempt, thmok s^ 
crelly, to give a poetical image or draught of the malfiema- 
Bcal canon of mnsio: he informs na how to make (his out, 

by dramaff a bow hne from Hiyjw to riymt,' he oonaidere 
the whole poem as a lesson of music consisting of such a 
number of b^ The rhymes are the several clfords in the 
bar: the odd disperaion of the rhymes may be compared to 
the beautifnl way of sprinkUng the keys of an orRBn Ho 
sam, Dryden imaamed the rhymea felt so, because Mister 
Milton coald not help it. I think they he so, because Mr 
Milton designed it. t. New Memohs, 4to. p. 32. Mr Peek 
has favourea us with stage directions for Paradise Lost as— 
Enter Adam, with his aims ftoross. Adam pauses. Thinder 
and Lightning. E™ anproacliea him. Adamlackaallur. Eve 
embraces his legs. Eve is ready to faint, &c. He considers 
J. aradise Lost as partly formed out of Gusman d'AUkrache, 
the hpanish Rogue. He says Mr. FenUin was a good iudee 
kAcb Je toot (ime to cmiider IhiiisD, P- 88; he has com- 
Va!. Maximus, 
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LirE OF MILTON. xvu 

The short, but exquisitely beautiful poem, called 
'the Arcades,' was, aa I have prei-iously said, 
composed about this time ; Milton wrote only 
the poetical part, the remainder probably con- 
sisted of prose smd machinery. 

Having completed his circle of study in the 
retirement of the country, Milt«n became anxious 
to enjoy the learned society, and the refined 
amusements of town. ' Excipit hinc fessum 
sinuosi pompa Theatri.' He writes to Deodati, 
I will tell you seriously wliat I design — ' To take 
chambers in one of the inns of court, whei-e I 
may have the benefit of a pleasant and shady 
walk, and where with a few associates I may 
enjoy more comfort, when I choa'ie to stay at 
home, and have a more elegant society when I 
choose to go abroad: in my present situation 
you know in what obscurity I am buried, and to 
what inconveniences I am exposed,' — His seventh 
Elegy discovers (hat these shady^ and suburban 

a beard), were of 3, thick, lightiab colonr, p. lOS; that his 
oyes were black at twenty-B!^ bnt blue at sixty. He is sa- 
t&fied tha.t Milton could lake an orgsm to pieces, and clean 
it, and put it togelher without help, p. Ill; this he deduces 
iwm Par. Lost, 1. 709; he thinks 'ducks and nods' in 
Comns a sneer at the countiy people. He menliona Eve's 
instituting a religious order of yonng women, who were to 
continne virgins, 1B6; he speaks of Milton's great intimacy 
witti Mrs. Thompson, p. 2T4. He considers King Charles the 
First a very yrtper ptrion for Milton to present n poem to, by 
order of the House of Commons, p. 284. The Biography of 
Milton reads very differently throngh the medium of the la- 
borious Sir. Todd, and the lepid Misler Peck. 

23 In the time of Milton's youth, the fashionable places of 
walking hi Loudon were Hyde Park, and Gray's Inn Walks. 
See Warton's Quotations from Sir A. Cockaine's Poems, 
p. i70. In his Prolnaiones, p. llS, he menOons the tjea- 
sures of London; 'Cnm es e% nrbe, qnje caput nrbium 
est, hue nnper me reoiperem, Academic!, deliciarum omninm, 
quibus is locus supra modnm affluit, usque ad sa^nam, 
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walks were enlivened by forms that made no 
light impression even on a scholar's hear!. 

Et modo qua nostri Bpotiantnr in nriw Qiiirites, 

Et modo vUlacum pcosima, raca plaeeat; 
Tjttba. trequens, fuoieqiie BimlUimB tutba deamm 

Bplendida psr medias itqoe reditque vins. 
Hteo ego iiiiu iagl speotiiciila gratn severas, 

ImpeCos Bt (po me fert juTeiillia agor. 
Unnio forte alii9 euper eminnisse nol^am, 

Priocipinm nosta Jni erat iUa mali. 
Sic Venos optaret mortalibus ipBa videii, 

Sic regina 3e&m oonspioiench, fliit. 
Interea miBero, qti(e jam mihi sola ploeebat 

Ablata est, oculia iion raditura meis, 
Ast ego progredior tacite querebundus.' at escoca, 

Et (lubins Toiui atepe relfeire pedem. 

These plans of life were suddenly changed by 
his mother's death in 1637,^ and he then obtained 
his father's permission to go abroad. He left 
England in 1638, having previously obtained 
some directions for his travels from Sir Henry 
Wotton ; and as a presiding masim of prudence, 
and means of safety, amid civil broils, and spi- 
ritual dissensions, he was desired to recollect the 
following sentence, which that experienced states- 
man had also impressed on other travellers. — 'I 
pensieri stretti, ed il viso sciolto.' 

On his arrival at Paris, by the favour of Lord 
Scudamore, he was presented to Grotiua, then 

allquando 
_ ^ Q ctelestes 

i,j = ■ --. .-'- ' — ''^°* penilns in luiimo jam tandem 

abdere me in Litems et jueunA-- — "■-" ■■■ - 

et per nos assidere, 11a sempei _«u,^, 
Tie:!3itudo nmovera Eaaetntls tiedium, S 

in Mr. Godwin bbtb, 'There is great confusion araonff nU 
the biogmpbera of lUlton, respecting the period of hia tra- 
vels a, id this confusion originates with Milton himself.' 
See his Life of Philips, p. 357. 
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residing at the French court, as ambassador from 
the celebraledqueen of Sweden. Philips says, 'that 
Grotius took the visit kindly, and gave him en- 
tertaiDment suitable to his worth, and tLe high 
commeadations he had heard of him.' After a 
residence of a few days, he proceeded directly to 
Nice, and embarked for Genoa,* from thence 
he passed through Leghorn and Pisa in his way 
to Florence, Milton had studied the language 
and literature of Italy with peculiar diligence 
and success! and at Florence he found himself 
honourably received by the most enlightened 
persons,^ as well as by the learned academicians. 



Rise, GSnoa, rise in beauty from the seo, 
Old Doria's blood ia flowiiig in thy veins ! 
Rise, peerless in U17 beauty ! wbat remains 



liiBe, peerless in my oeauiy ! 
Of thy old glory is enough fo 



le pnliLceB that gleam 
Like siivec in thy never-dying beiun : 
Thinlc of the years of glory she has won ; 
She must not sink before her race is run, 
Koc her long age of conquest Beem a dream 
Genoa, April, 1822. 

as See his verses to his friend, 0101-. Salsilli, 10, 
U^ ereo aiiuntins ilie Londini Jiiflo 
JH^m tiice jut stium Knquem nidum, 
Venit feraces Itali soli ad glebas 
Vianm suparbil cc^itas uSies fiaa& 
Virosqne, doctffiqueindolemjuventutis. 

See also hie Epit. Damoiils, var. 1ST. 

Qnin et nostra suas docuenmt nomina faai 
Et Balis, et Fratiehaie, eiimt et Tocibus ^ 
lit stndiianoti, Lydorum Bonguinia cinbo. 
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He fonned a friendship wilh Gaddi, Carlo Dati, 
irescobaldi, and other ingenious scholars. Dati 
presented him wilh an encomiastic inscription in 
l^tm, and Francini with an Italian ode. A manu- 
scnpt entitled, La 'Tina,' by Antonio Malatesti^ 
was also dedicated to him while he was at Flo- 
rence, by its autlior. His visit to the great and 
injured Galileo must not pass unnoticed. Most 
of the biographere of Milton have asserted that 
our poet visited the philosopher in prison ; but 
the superior information of Mr. Walker has 
proved that GaUleo was never a prisoner in the 
inquisition at Florence, but was confined at Rome 
and at Sienna. After his -liberation he went to 
Arceti-i, where it Is probable that Milton saw him. 
1 rom Florence he passed to Sienna, and then to 
Kome, where he resided two months, experiencing 
the civihties, and partaking the hospitality of (he 
learned, and the great. L. Holslenius, an eminent 
scholar, was at that time keeper of the Vatican 
Library; ho introduced Milton to Cardinal Bar- 
banni, who was ' the peculiar guardian, or patron 
ot the English;' and who, at a musical entertain- 
ment, waited for our youthful poet at the door, and 

.1 ^"i- j^^^"" *i'IS"ftlii8 work is 'La Tina, Equivoci Rus- 

-I w3 Zu ^'™'-='«" I'i """i ««"t a* »■ present tg die W 
damm dalla Crnaoa, but came back to England, aud was 
sold by Evans the auctioneer, in PaU MaTl. &'«» Todd's 

rentinn LibreiT for sii Italian sonnets of Milton, addressed 
to his friend Oliimentelli ; for other Itdian and Latin^m: 
poait[ons, and for hia marble bnst, said to be at Florence 
\. IVarlou'a Milton, p. 333. llolUs's Memoirs, p. ifl?! 
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LIFE OP MILTOK. XXI 

presented him with respect to the company.^" JVIil- 
ton speaks of the Cardinal as one ' Cujua magna; 
virtutes, rectique studium ad provocandas item 
omnes artes liberalea egregie comparatura, sem- 
per mihi oboculos versatur,' Salselli and Selvag^ 
praised him in some commonplace verses, (yet 
the besi, I suppose, which they could give) ; and 
wherever he went, admiration and esteem accom- 
panied him. 

From Kome ho passed on to Naples, in com- 
pany with a hermit, to whom he owed his intro- 
duclion to Manso, Marquis of Villa, a nobleman 
of distinguished rank and fortune (who had sup- 
ported a military character with high reputation,) 
of unblemished morals, a polite scholar, and knowa 
to posterity as the friend, the patron, and the bio- 
grapher of Tasso.** To him Milton addressed a 
beautiful Latin poem, in which he expresses his 
hope, if he could find such a friend and patron as 
Manso, of celebrating in verse the exploits of King 
Arthur and his ksights. 

Si qnando indigenas revocabo in carminft r^es 
Artiinimqve ettam sub tenia bella moventem ; 
Aat dlcnm InvictfB aociaJi f<£deve mejis£B 
Miignaiiiraoa heroas, et modo Epiritus adsit 
Irangam Saxonicna Britonmn sub Morte PhaldngeB. 

» It was at the oonoerte of Barbarini, tliat Milton heard 
Leonora Baroni sing: who with her mother, Adriana of 
Mnntua. was estaemed the first singer in the world. Milton 
has celebrated her in three Latin epigrams. It -was the 
fashion foe all ingenious straneers who visited Rome to leava 
eonie verses m her praise. ?ietro delta Valle, who wrote io 
IMO, on the Mnsea of hia Time, speaks of the fandful and 
masterly style in which Leonora tcuched the Areh lute to 
her own aocompamments, v Warton s Milton, p 479 

01- Tasao mentions Manso in the twentieth book of his 
Giemsal. Liberata, among other princes of Italv He ad- 
dressed to Mm fivt =onnit Min.)WT= al tl-p patron of 
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XXU LIFE OF MILTON. 

Dr. Johnson very justly says, tliat this poem 
must have raised a high opinion of English ele- 
gance and literature among the scholars of Italy. 

From Naples he intended to Tisit Sicily and 
Greece ; but he now heard of the commencement 
of the quarrel between the king and the parlia- 
ment; and he thought it his duty to hasten home 
where his countrymen were conlending for their 
rights, rather than to pursue the enjoyments of 
more estended traveL ' Turpe enim esjstimabam 
dum mei civea de liberfato dimicarent, me animi 
causjl, otiose peregrinari.' He returned by way 
of Rome, though some merchants had informed 
him of the enmity of the Jesuits on account of 
his freedom of conversation ; and Manso was 
withheld from showing him some favours by the 
opinions which Milton had too openly expressed 
on religious questions. Sir Henry Wotton's ad- 
vice, though neglected, was now seen to be pru- 
dent and wise ; but we may conceive, that in those 
times, it was ifficult to withhold opinions on sub- 
jects so much agitated, idfecting the temporal in- 
terests of some, and awakening the spiritual alarm 
of others. The schism between the churches was 
eompitratively fresh ; the Church of Rome reluct- 
antly beheld a great and growing kingdom rescued 
from her avarice and power.^ In the freedom of 
opinion, and by the discussion of rights, she saw 



B2 Dum CathedrBjn, yenerande tuam, diademaqne triples 
Ridet Hjperboreo gena burbnra nata sub ase 
Dumque pliarelrati Epemunt tua inra Britanni.' 

Miltom Si/to. Qifinl. Nui: u. M. 
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Iier safety enilangercJ, or her splendour dimi- 
nislied. She bad fostered for her protection a body 
of men the most politic, and deep in worldly wis- 
dom, whose existence depended on her proaperity : 
we shall not therefore be surprised if a young and 
zealous Protestant, who could not well endure the 
ecclesiastical establishment of hia own country, 
simple and moderate as it was, should give offence 
when expressing his feelings in the inmost bosom 
of the Papal Church, in the vej^ of tlie Vatican, 
and nnder the very chtwr of St. Pet«r himself. 
He says, speaking of his conduct whilst in Italy," 
' I liud it down as a rule for myself, never to begin 
a conversation on religion in these parts, but if 
interrogated concerning my fiiith, whatever might 
be the consequence, to dissemble nothing. If 
any one attacked me, I defended in the most open 
manner, as before, the orthodox faith for nearly 
two months more, in the city even of the sovereign 
Pontiff.' 

Milton staid about two months at Eome, and 
puraued his journey without molestation to Flo- 
rence. He then visited Lueca, and spent a month 
at Venice. There he shipped for England the 
collection of books and music which he had 
formed, and travelled to Geneva, which, Johnson 
observes, he probably considered as the metropolis 
of orthodoxy. 

At Geneva he became acquainted with John 
Deodati,"* and Frederic Spanheim, the father of 
the eminently learned scholar and antiquary, whom 

M See Second Defence of the People, p. 384, ed. Burnet. 

s* See some acconnt of tliis GioT. Deodati, of his preach- 
ini- at Venice in a Trooper's dress, and converting a Venetian 
CMttesan, in Warton'a Milton, p. 613. He was nncle of 
' Ciuiclcs," mentioned below. 
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Milton sulispquently knew. He now passed 
through France, and returned home after an ab- 
sence of fifteen months. Of his habitual purity of 
morals, and sanctity of character, when abroad, 
he has himself informed us. ' Deum hie nirsus 
testem in vocem, me hia omnibus in locis ubi turn 
multa licent, ab omni flagitio ac Probro, integrum 
atqne intactum vixisse, illud perpetuo cogitantem, 
Bi hominum latere oculos possem, Dei eerte uon 

On his return he heard of the death of Charles 
Deodati,^ and he has recoi-ded the affection which 
he felt for his friend, in the Epithalamium Da- 
monis. 

Neo diim Kdernt Tbyrais, pastorem seilice6 ilium 
DnleiB amor mu9£e Thnscl retinebat in uiba 
Aat ubi mens axpleta domum, pecorisque relioU 

Tumrl 

Some passages in this poem are borrowed from 
the Aminta of Tasso ; a few more lines, alluding 
to his recent trayels, I shall quote. 

Hen qnis me ignotns traxit vagns error in ornf, 
Ire peraereas rupes, alpemque nlvoaam! 
Ecquid erat tanti Romaiu Tidisse sepnltam ? 
(Qunmvis ilia foret, qualem dnm TJseret olim, 
Tltjrus ipse enas, et oves et rura rellqnit?) 



»5 C. Deodati was a native of England, but of an Italian 
ikmily, which came originally from Lucca ; hnt in its last 
generation established at Geneva. His father, Theodore, 
came early in life to England, married a lady of family and 
fortune, and practised as a piiysician. The son vas bred to 
the same profesBlon, and settled in Cheshire. See some fur- 
ther account in Todd's MilEon, vol. vi. p. ITS, 360. The two 
Greek letters of Deodati, possessed by Toland, are now in the 
British Museum, (MS. Add. No. 6017, f. Tl,) and wiU be 
found in the Appendix: to tliis Memoir. 
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LIFE OF MILT 01s-. 

tit te Cam dulci possein camiase eoda\e 
PosBem tot maria alta, tot iiiterponere raontes. 
Tot bjItbs, tot snxa tjbl, fluviOEijue soniintes. 
Ail eerie extreinuni liouisaet tangere ilestrain, 
inipcpfflloa pliioidem--"- *'- ---" — 



O fl»o quantns eram, gelidi cum stratna ad Ami 
Muraiura, popnlenmqoe nemns, qua mollior herba, 
Carpere iinuo riolas, nunc aumrnas earpere myrtos, 
Et potui Lycidffi eertaiitem audire Menalcam ! ' 

la these verses " lie repeats his design of writing 
an epic poem on some part of the ancient British 
history. Dr. Johnson has observed that this ' poem 
is written with the common but childish imitation 
of pastoral life.' As it is not however intended 
deeply to move the sources of our sympathy, or 
to come across a strong and recent sorrow,^ but 
to express, as in Lycidas, in a pleasing and gentle 
manner, the poet's affection and regret; the pas- 
toral veil, in imitation of ancient poetry, and of 
later Italian models, is not inelegantly assumed. 
Besides, as Warton observes, 'the common topics 
are recommended by a novelty of elegant espres- 
sion ! some passages wander far beyond the bounds 
of bucolic song, and are in his own original style 
of the more sublime poetry.' He might speak of 
its purpose as he does in his Prolusions (p. 91) of 
the Province of History ; ' Nunc inquietos animi 
tumultus sedet et componit, nunc delibatum gaudio 
reddit, mos evocat lacrymas, sed mites eas, et 
pacalas, et qute mcestae neseio quid voluptatis 
secum affernt.' 

81 Sea ver. 161—167. 

38 'Methinks, aaid Sancho, tfie Siuughla that give icajr la 
verieij ore not very lr<iobleifme. Therefore jiersify eg much as 
yon list, and I "11 deep as much as 1 can.' Don Qaixule, yol. iv. 
p. 212, (Shelton'B Traasl.) 
VOL. I. 4 
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Milton's return to England took place about 
the time of Charles's second expedilion against 
the Scots, in which Ms forces were defeated by 
General Lesly, in the month of August, 1639, 
and therefore not long before the meeting of the 
long parliament. In a Bible, once in the pos- 
session of Mr. Blackburn, and which is supposed 
to have been the companion of Milton's travels, 
are some manuscript remarks, dated Canterbury, 
1639, among which ia a quotation from Macca- 
bees 1, xiv. 15; 'Now when it was heard at 
liome, and as far as Sparta, that Jonathan was 
dead, they were very sorry.' 

When that day of death shall come. 
Then shall nightly shades prevaile. 
Soon sh^l love and music faile ; 
Soon the fresh turfe's tender blade 
Shall flourish on my sleeping shade. 

Of the authenticity of these remarks, and of Ibe 
book having been the property of Milton, reason- 
able doubts have been entertained ; but I consider 
it ray duty not to pass over in silence a circum- 
stance which has been recorded and credited by 
the most industrious and inquisilive among the 
biographers of the Poet*" 

He now hired a lodging in St. Bride's Church- 
yard, Fleet-street, at the house of one Russel, a 
tailor, and undertook the education of hia two 
nephews, John and Edward Philips.*' Finding 

w See Todd's Life (first edit.) p. 39, Gent. Mag. July, Sept 
Oct, iriffl, Feb. 1790, March, 1803, p. 199. 

M Their mother had married agiun, therefore Milton might 
feel it ius duty to lake these boys under his care. They 
lived with him about five or sis years. Mr. Godwin flunks 
John PhilipB's Soatronides (1664) was mitten in an esoes- 
sive spirit of spite and malignity ngunet Milton, v. Life of 
Philips, p. Its. As long us Ee Eved he never rekxed in hia 
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his rooms inconvenient, and not large enough for 
hie books, he soon removed info a handsome 
garden-house in Aldersgate Street, free from the 
noise and disturbance of passengers,*^ and re- 
ceived some of his friends' sons to be instructed 
and educated by him. His father was still living, 
the allowance which he received was small, and 
he supplied its deficiencies by a respectable em- 
ployment. The expense of his travels, to wliieh 
he has alluded in one of his tracts, probably ren- 
dered it necessaiy for him to abstain from pressing 
more deeply on the hmited resources of his father. 
' My life,' he says, ' has not been unespensive, in 
learning and voyaging about.' The Aubrey Let- 
ters mention that Milton went to the university 
at his own chaises only, but in his Latin Epistle 
to hia father, ver. 77, he saysj 

JSa) paler o/iiiiiie fflunpflt 
Cum Dubi Komulc^ putuit facandia lingute, 
Et Latii veneres, et qo^ Jovis ora decebant, 
Gtandia raagiiiloquis elata vooabnla Graiis 
Adders tmsisli jwM jaclat GalSa Jioret. 

Per tc nosee licet, per te, si nossE licebit, Sn3. 



re witli him. v. Aubrey Let 3. 446. 



J — , J w. «^....^ ^(,^».^v. Jo dtapoae 

ooks in, and other goods fit for the furnishing of a good 

handsome hooae, haat<ning him to take one; and accordingly 
a pretty gardeu-house he tmli in Aldersgate Street, at the end 
of an entry, and therefore the fitter for his turn, by the reason 
of tliepriTaoy, besides thai then vxre few streOt in London 
more free fnmiwae than thai:' y.p.lii. Al. Gill, bis old 
tntor, being diiToa from St. Paul's, set up a private school in 
the sumo aWeet. Wood'g Mh. Ox. li. c. 22. 
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xxviii LIFE or MILTON. 

Tlie system of ediiciition which, he adopted 
was deep and comprehensive, it promised to teach 
scieiiee with language; or rather to make the 
Btudy of languages subservient to the acquisition 
of scientific knowledge. Dr. Jobnsou has severely 
censured this method of instruction, but with 
arguments that might not unsuccessfully be met. 
The plan recommended by the aulhority of Mil- 
ton seems to be chiefly liable to objection, from 
being too extensive ; and while it makes authors 
of dl ages contribute to the development of 
science; it of course must reject that careful 
selection, which can alone secure the cultivation 
of the taste. We may also reply to Johnson, 
that although all men are not designed to be 
astronomers, or geometricians : a knowledge of 
the principles on which the sciences are built, 
and the reasonings by which they are conducted, 
not only forma the most exact discipline which 
the mind can undei^, giving to it comprehension 
and vigour ; but is the only solid basis on which 
an investigation of the laws of nature can be 
conducted, or those arts improved that tend to 
the advantage of society, and the happiness of 
mankind. Johnson says, we are not placed here 
to waich the planets, or the motion of the stars, 
but to do good. But good is done in various 
ways, according to opportunities offered, and 
abilities conferred ; a man whose natural dispo- 
sition, or the circumstances of whose education 
lead to pursue astronomical discoveries, or the 
sublime speculations of geometry, is emphatically 
doing good to others, as he is extending the 
boundaries of knowledge, and to himself, as he 
is directing the enei^ies of his mind to subjects 
of the most exalted contemplation. 
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LIKE OF MILTON. XXIX 

But if Ihe word ' good' is restricted f o tlie per- 
fonnance of charitable actions, or the fulfilment 
of moral duties, we may ask, what opposition is 
there between the practice of virtue, and the pur- 
suit of science? Every man is bound by the 
laws of God, and the design of his creation to do 
good, for this purpose was he placed here ; but 
are men of science therefore unfilled for the per- 
formance of their civil and reli^ous duties ? are 
they, on account of their enlargement of mind or 
their sublime speciilafions, less virtuous, less self- 
denying, or less benevolent than others ? Is not 
their occupation itself almost a school of virtue ? 
Lessons of civil wisdom, smd maxims of prudential 
conduct will be learnt by all ; and is not a man 
eminently doing good, who is subduing the wild 
powers of nature under the dominion of skill, 
diminishing the extent of human suffering, or dis- 
sipating ignorance ? — like Franklin disarming the 
lightning of its fires, or like Watt binding an 
element of tremendous power into a safe and 
commodious form; whose future effects on the 
social system of the world, even the eye of ' trem- 
bling Hope' dares not follow ? The philosopher, 
whose discoveries in science can facilitate the 
communication between distant nations, and carry 
the arts of 'civilized life into the bosom of the 
desert, may well he called the benefactor of man- 
kind; and what fatal delusions may have been 
expelled by him, who could first calculate with 
precision the regularity of the comet's return ? 
The most abstract and exalted departments of 
science are the foundation of those inventions 
that are of practical benefit and vulgar use.*" 
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To a knowledge of Ihc Greek and Latin writers, 
Milton added a cultivation of the eastern lan- 
guages, the Chaldee, Syriaek, and Hebrew: he 
made his pupils "go through the Pentateuch 
and gain an entrance into the Targum :" 'Nor 
were the best Italian and French authors forgot- 
ten. One part of his method, says Johnson, de- 
serves general imitation : he was careful to instruct 
his scholars in religion. Every Sunday was spent 
upon theology, of whicli he dictated a short scheme 
gathered from the writers that were then fashion- 
able in the Dutch universities.' Pearce has ob- 
served, that Fagius was Milton's favourite anno- 
tator on the Bible. 

Once in three or four weeks he relaxed Irom 
bis spare diet and hard study, and passed a day 
of indulgence with some young sparks of his ac- 
quaintance, the chief of whom, his nephew says, 
'were Mr. AJphry and Mr. Miller, the beaux of 
those times, but nothing near so bad as tliose 
now-a-days; with lliese gentlemen he made so 
far bold with his body, as now and then to keep 
a gaudy day.' 

I am now to pass to tliat period of Milton's 
life, in which he first engaged in the contro- 
versies of the times ; and published a Treatise on 
Reformation, in 1641, in two books, against the 
Bishops** and Established Church ; ' being wil- 

just and strikini observations; but it is deeply coloured witii 
pi^udloe, andthe reasoijing is sometimes aopliistical aud in- 
correct. 1 HtQ siipportad in ibis opinion by Mr. Hawliins; 
see Fref. to Newton's Milton, p. 35, ed. 182*. I do not ap- 
prove ottbe spirit or manner of Aidid. Blaokbume's obser- 

*8 Dr. Symmons considers Milton as Ihe leader of tlie 
attack agamst tbe prelates; bis tntor Young had been one 
ofthe viclima of the primate's intolerance"; and Milton en- 
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LIFE OF MILTON. SXXl 

ling, he says, lo help tlie Puritans who were infe- 
rior to the Pi-elates in learning ;' in this, his ear- 
liest publication ifl prose, he lirows out a hint of 
something like his great poem, that might here- 
after be expected from him. 'Theu amidst the 
hymns and hallelujahs of saints, some one may 
perhaps b& heard offering at high strains, in new 
and lofty measures to sing, and celebrate thy 
divine mercies, and marvellous judgments in this 
laud throughout all ages.' 

In 1G41, Hall, Bishop of Norwich, a learned, 
witty, and eloquent writer, at the request of Laud, 
published 'an humble remonstrance in favour of 
Episcopacy.' Five ministers, under the title of 
Smectymnus" (a word formed from the first let- 
ters of their names), wrote an answer, of which 
the learned and venerable Arehbbhop Usher** 
published a confutation, called ' The Aposlolicsd 
Institution of Episcopacy;' to this confutation 
Milton replied in his Treatise of Prelatical Epis- 
copacy. The point at issue was the divine or 
human origin of episcopacy, as a peculiar order 

tered in his career, with the blended feeling of private and 
pnbUc wrong, v. Life, p. M6. The fact was, itfl f uritana 
■were totally onable to compete with anch men as llBhor, 
Hall, Bramhall, and others of the established religion, in 
theolo^cal learning and knowledge of Ecelesiaatical his- 
tory, OS may be Been by reading the controTCrsy ; and they 
were glad oven of Milton's eloquence ; for thut was all he 
brought them, and all the young scholar could be espected 
to bring. • Nee adhuc matums j&hilles.' 

« Stephen Marshdl, Edward Calamy, Thomaa Young, 
Mathew Newoomen, and William SpurBtow. The ' W ' m 
whose name mnat be pronounced ' U," to form the word. 

« Usher, Gataker, and Eeynolds, were the three Protest- 
ant divines in England, who had the greatest repntaUon on 
the continent for their learning; see Calomies' Mel. Curieni, 
J). 834. Their three rivals abroad, among the Protestants, ibr 
cnidilion, were Blondel, Pelitus, and Bochart. 
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ia the church, invested with spiritual riglils and 
powers, distinct in kind, and preeminent in de- 
gree. He added to this reply another perform- 
ance, called 'The Reason of Church Government* 
ui^ed ag^nst Prelacy.' Bishop Hall published 
a defence of the Humble BemongtraQce, well 
written and closely argued ; and Milton wi-ote 
animadversions upon it. These treatises were 
published ia the year 1641.t It was in his Rea- 
son of Church Government that he discovered, as 
Johnson observes, his high opinion of his own 
powers, and promised to undertake something 
that may be of service and honour to his country. 
This (he said) was not to be obtained but by de- 
vout prayer to the Eternal Spirit, that can enrich 
with all utterance and knowledge, and send out 
his Seraphim with the hallowed fire of his dtar, 
to touch and purify the lips of whom he pleases. 
To this must be added select reading, steady ob- 
servation, and insight into all seemly and generous 
arts and aifairs, till which in some measure he 
compassed, I represent to sustain this expectation. 
' From a promise like this, says his biographer, 
at once fervid, pious, and rational, might be ex- 
pected the Paradise Lost.' 

lii 1642 he closed the controversy which I have 
mentioned, by an apology for Smectymnus, in 
answer to the confutation of his animadversions, 
written, as he supposed, by Bishop Hall or hia 
son. His friendship for YoungJ probably led 

* See Symmons's Life, p. 234. 

t See mifi Workfi, ad. Pratt, vol. is. p. Ml. 

} Toland sbjb of his 'Reason for Churot Government' 
the eloquence is maeculine, the method is natural, Uie senti- 
menta are free, and the whole (God knows) appears to have 

in those days, or sini 
\. Life, p. 31. 
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Mm into tlie field of controversy ; for lie owns 
that he 'was not disposed to tliis manner of 
writing, wherein knowing myself inferior to my- 
self, led by the genial power of nature to another 
task, I have the use, aa I may account it, but of 
my left hand.' "Weapons, says one of his biogra- 
phers, more effectual than pens were now drawn 
against the church, and exposed by the injudi- 
cious conduct of some of its prelates, it fell under 
the assault. If ai^ument and reasoa could have 
prevailed, the result would have been different. 
The learning of Usher, and the wit of Hall, cer- 
tsunly preponderated in the contest, and they 
seem to have been felt not only by the Smectym- 
nan divines, but by Milton himself. If the church 
at this crisis could have been upheld by the abi- 
lity of her sons, it would have been supported by 
those admirable prelates, but numbers, esaspera- 
lion and enthusiasm were agmnst them.' ^ 

The main purpose which Milton had in view in 
these different publications, was to alter the Epis- 
copal form of the church, and to assimilate it to 
the simpler, and, as he deemed, the apostolical 
model of the reformed churches in other countries ; 
to join with them in exactness of discipline, as 
we do in purity of doctrine. But as in tiiese 
chnrches, the Presbyterian discipline was united to 
a republican form of government, he therefore afr- 
tempta to prove that the existence of the hierai-chy 
wids nothing to the security or the proper splen- 
dour of the 3irone ; tliat the fall of Prelacy could 
not shake the least fringe that borders the roya] 
canopy. He denies the apostolical institution of 
bishops, and, as he argues for the greatest degree 
of honest liberty in religion, as in other institu- 

is See Symmona's Life of MiUon, p, 2iU. 
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XKSIV LIFE OF MILTON. 

tions, be urges that prelacy is the natural agent 
and minister of tyranny. He advocates the 
Bweeleat and mildest manner of paternal disci- 
pline, the independent ministry of each congre- 
gation ; and he wishes the Angel of the Gospel 
to ride on his way, doing his proper business, 
conquering the high thoughts and proud reason- 
ings of the flesh. As long as the church (he 
says), in true imitation of Christ, can be content 
to ride upon an ass, carrying herself and her 
government along in a mean .and simple guise, 
she may be, as she is, a lion of the tribe of Judat^ 
and in her humility all men will, with loud ho- 
sannas, confess her greatness.' When his oppo- 
nents ui^ed the learning of the University and 
the clergy, he said, ' that God will not suffer true 
learning to be wanting, when true grace and obe- 
dience to him abounds ; for if he give us to know 
him aright, and to practise this our ^owledge in 
right established discipline, how much more will 
he replenish us with aU abilities in tongues and 
arts, that may conduce to his glory and our good. 
He can stir up rich fathers to bestow exquisite 
education on their children, and to dedicate them 
to.the service of the GospeL He can make the 
sous of nobles his ministers, and princes to be his 
Nazarites.' 

That Alilton engaged in the heat and dust of 
these great controversial questions, from motives 
of conscience, and with intentions upright and* 
pure, no one can reasonably doubt, but they were 
alien Irom his elegant and learned pursuits ; they 
were scarcely congenial to his age ; and himself 
as well as his brethren whom he defended, were 
infinitely inferior to Bishop Hall in theologieal 
learning, and in controversial skill; that learned 
Prelate's victory over Smectymnus was complete. 
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Milton's father^'' came now to reside in his 
son's house. Pliilips says of him ; ' the old gen- 
tleman lived wholly retired to his rest and devo- 
tion, without the least trouble ima^nable.' At 
"Whitsuntide, in 164S, in his thirty-flfth year, 
Milton married Mary, the daughter of Mr, Powell, 
a justice of the peace in Oxlbrdshii'e. After an 
absence of little more than a month, he brought 
his bride to town with him, and hoped, as John- 
son observes, to enjoy the advantages of a con- 
jugal life ; ^ but spare diet, and hard study, and 
a house full of pupils, did not suit the young 
and gay daughter of a Cavalier. She had been 
brought up in very different society ; so having 
lived for a month a philosophic life, after hav- 
ing been used at home to a great house,^ 
and much company and joviality, her friends, 
possibly by her own desire, made eamest suit 
to have her company the remaining part of the 
summer, which was granted upon a promise of 
her return at Michaelmas. When Michaelmas 



19 Xoland gives fonr conj . . 

Hiflr it was tliat this yoang woman, aceustomBi 

jovial fomily, could not live in a philosopliioal 

or that slie was not satisfied with the person of lier , 

8, or, lastiy, that because all ber celations were addicted to the 
Eireal interest, hia democralical principles were disagreeablB 
to her humour; 4. nor is it impossible that the father re- 
pented of this match, upon the prospect of some success on 
the King's Bide, who theu had Tub head-quarters at Oxford, 
gee Life, p. 52. 

«8 T. Warton had a MS. inventoy of Mr. Powell's goods; 
and he says, 'by the number, ortfer, and turmtnre of the 
rooniB, he appears to have lived aa a ooonfiy gentleman, in 
a very estensive and liberal style of house keeping.' v. r«ftf » 
Life, p. 176. 
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came, the lady had no inclmation to quit the hos- 
pitahty and delighta of her father's mansion for 
the anaterer habits and seclusioo of the Poet's 
study, Aubrey says, 'no company came to her, 
and she often heard her nephew cry and be 
beaten ; ' Milton sent repeated letters to her, which 
were all unanswered ; and a messenger, who was 
dispatched to urge her return, was dismissed with 
contempt. A resistance so pertinacious and illegal 
as this, must have rested on some grounds that 
were at least imagined favoui-able to the conduct 
of the wife. We must, therefore, refer to the 
misettled situation of the kingdom, by which the 
authority of the laws was weakened, and obedience 
imperfectly enforced ; and we must recollect, that 
at the time when she refused to return to her hus- 
band's roof, the King, with all his forces, was 
quartered in the neighbouring city of Orford; 
that her femily was of course surrounded with the 
gay and licentious adherents of the monarch, the 
carousmg Cavaliers ; that ' living in the camp of 
the enemy,' she must have been in the daily 
habit of hearing hatred, scorn, and contempt, 
uttered against the party whose sentiments were 
so strongly adopted by her husband ; that a pros- 
pect of success now dawned upon the fortunes of 
the King ; and, looking at the apparent interests 
of th9family,considering her waveringor alienated 
affections, and interpreting fairly the language of 
Philips, we may presume that had the side of the 
royalists been victorious, the marriage with the 
Punt-»n husband would have been cancelled or 
concealed 

Milton who'ie mmd was never given to half- 
moTiur = resohed immediately to repudiate her 
on the ground of di obedience ; and to support 
the propriLly and lawfulness of his conduct, he 
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published in IGii, 'The do nae and d i ne 
of divorce, the judgment of M er Bu r oq 
cerning Divorce,' the nest j ear lie p n ed 1 s 
Tetrachordon, or exposition on he four li ef 
places of scripture, which t a on n arr ^e 
His last tract ' Colastorion ' wa an an w to i 
pamphlet recommended by M Jo eph Ca jl ™ 
the author of a Commentary on Job and a pr s- 
byterian divine, the author a ano yn ou but 
Milton calls him a serving-m n b h b na re 
and function, an idiot by bre d n and a wl or 
by presumption.' 

In tliia treatise, Dr. Symmon h nL hat 
Milton has made out a strong and ii^hs 

with arguments not easily to be repel ed and 
Mr. Godwin says, ' that the book on d o ce are 
written >Tith the most entire knowledge of the 
subject, and with a clearness and sti'ength of ar- 
gument, that it would be difficult to excel ; and 
it must be remembered that Selden wrote his 
' Uxor Hebraica,' on the same side of the ques- 
tion. Without entering into the intricacies of so 
great an argument, I shall content myself with 
saying, that all the ingenuity of Milton, and the 
learning of Selden are of no avail against the ac- 
knowledged experience of society, which seems 
to have silently consented to the wisdom of the 
eslablislied law. Tempers once deemed incom- 
patible, may gradually assimilate. The interests of 
children, the advancement of fortune, the respect 
of society, moral principle, religious feeling, the 
force of habit, are all assisting the reconciliation 
of wedded discontent. Incompatibility of temper, 

» Of Mr. CnrjU, Toland 3aj[s, (p. 80), 'in his volu- 
mfrious and senseless commenturies, he iid more injury to 
tlie memory of Job, than tlia Devil, and tlie Sabeans could 
inflict torments on him in his Ufeiime. 
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cannot be submitted to legal proof, or determined 
by any unerring standard; will it not tlierefore 
be often advanced to cover tlie wishes of incon- 
stancy, or tlie desires of impurity ? Does not legal 
separation allow all that is necessary in extreme 
cases of insufferable evil? Is an incompatible 
temper to be advanced as the cause of one di- 
vorce, or may it release from a succession of 
imprudent engs^emenfs ? Milton's courtship was 
apparently sudden and short ; and no one can be 
much surprised at the disagreements that fol- 
lowed : but it appears that he subsequently lived 
in happiness with hia wife, and with renewed af- 
fection. Hence the divorce, at one time so much 
desired, would probably have destroyed, if granted, 
the future happiness Qf both parties. 

There is one passage in tUs treatise, in which 
Milton clearly points to himself and to the pre- 
sumed causes of his unhappiness. ' The soberest^ 
and best governed men, he says, are least prac- 
tised in these affairs ; and who knows not that 
the bashful mtdene&s of a virgin may ofieit- 
iimes hide all the unliveliness and natural sloth 
which is really unfit for conversoiion, nor is there 
that freedom of access granted or presumed, as 
many suffice to a perfect discerning till too late } 
and when any indisposition is suspected, what 
inore usual than the persuasion of friends, that 
acquaintance as it increases, will amend all ; and 
lastly, is it not strange that many who have spent 
their youth chastely, are in some things not so 
quick sighted, while they haste too eagerly to light 
the nuptial torch. Nor is it therefore for a 
modest error, that a man should forfeit so great 
a happiness, and no cliaritable means to relieve 
him. Since they who have lived most loosely, 
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by reason of their bold accustoming, prove most 
successful in their matches, because their wild 
affections unsettling at wiD, have been as so maoy 
divorces fo teach them experience. Whereas the 
sober man honouring the appearance of modeslj, 
and hoping well of every social virtue under that 
veil, may easily chance to meet if not with a body 
impetietroNe, yet often with a mind to all other 
due conversation inaecessibk, and to all the more 
estimable mid superior purposes of m/Otrimony 
tiseless and almost li/eUgs, and what a solace, 
what a fit help such a consort would be through 
the whole life of a man, is leas pain to con- 
jecture, than to have experience.' He speaks 
again ' of a mute, and spiritless mate ; ' and again, 
' if he shall find himself hound fast to an image of 
earth and phlegm, with whom he looked to be the 
copartner of a sweet and gladsome society : ' these 
observations will, I think, put us in possession of 
his wife's ' fair defects,' and the causes of the 
separation. 

Whoever differs from Milton in the inferences 
whidi he draws, and the doctrine which he advo- 
cates, must yet allow that these Treatises on Di- 
vorce are written with the command of scriptural' 
learning, with many ingenious explanations of 
the intent of the (bvine laws, and human insti- 
tutions; and with a force of argument sometimes 
difficult to resist. The whole is composed with 
uncommon zeal and earnestness, and conveys the 
sentiments of one who feels Lis own important 
interests are at issues the causes of dislike in 
this little month of wedlock, must have struck 
deep root, for he alludes much to rash, sudden, 
and mistaken choices, he urges the justice of di- 
vorce in cases where ' a violent haired in matri- 
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many has arisen, yet not sinful, irksome, grievous, 
obslinatelg hateful, and injurious even to hos- 
tility; he speaks of invincible antipathies, when 
the work of sorrow lasts, tUl death unharnesa 
them; and upon the ground that such matches 
m tliis misery are insufferable, unalterable, and 
without hope, or prospect of termination, he claims 
the power of release from his unequal yoke. 
That his whole argument hinges on his o^vn case, 
no one who reads these tracts can reasonably 
doubt; and that his sorrows were seen through 
an esi^gerating medium, seems hardly less clear. 
His own experience is the best refutation of bis 
work ; his marriage, though clouded over in its 
rise, and portending storms and sorrows, and 
strife, ended, as we believe, in the smiles of re- 
newed affection, in conjugal endearments, and 
continued love: and we must also recollect that 
Milton had lived but one short month with his 
wife, when this eternal aversion, this perpetuity 
of hatred, this radical discord of nature were de- 
clared."'- 

That this doctrine was received with neglect or 
ridicule is evident from a passage in Howell's 
Letters. There are, however, in all societies some 
to whom every paradox is acceptable, and who 
rejoice in believing themselves superior to the 
settled opinions of mankind. By them it was 

" See P, Knight's Civil Society, p. 5S. ' Let me not be 
Bnppqseil to mean a condemtintion of marri^, from wliich I 
have derived all the blessings and benefits of civil society, 
bnt marely of its indisaolnbility. There are many causes 
which ouglit to justify divoroa, aa wall as that of adnliery 
on the pact of the woman, and I thiuJc it probable, that tf 
other causes wars admitted, this would be less riequent 
Divorce is, I believe, as often tha object, as the consequenoe 
of adultery.' 
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greedily adopted, and tliey were named divorcers 
or MUfonists.^ The Presbyterian clergy, then 
holding tbeir assembly ia Westminster, were 
much offended, and procured the author to be 
summoned before the house of lords; 'but the 
house,' says Wood, 'whether approving the doc- 
trine, or not favoring his accuseds, did soon dis- 
miss him.' The Xords probably considered the 
doctrines adi-anced as too wild and speculative to 
produce any practical mischief. Milton -wished 
he had not written the work in English. ' Vellem 
hoc tantem sermone vemaculo me non scripsisse, 
non enim in vemas lectores incidissem, quibus 
solemne eat sua bona ignorare, aliorum mala 
irridere:' on this confession it is plain that the 
work was viewed as an apology and defence of 
hunself. 

The golden reins of discipline and government 
in the church being now let loose, Milton pro- 
ceeded to put in practice the docti'ine which he 
had advocated, and seriously paid his addresses 
to a Tery accomplished and beautifiji young lady, 
the daughter of Doctor Davis;'' the lady, how- 
ever, hesitated, and was not easily 1o be persuaded 

02 A passago in the Electra of Sopliodes, by C. W. at the 
Hflgne, 1649, Bvo, proves tlint Jliltou's dootnne on divorce 
Was not unnoticed. 



s Jjfe, p. 54. And i 



hia eleventh and twelfth SonneU, in themselves ftBuSident 
proof of the detraction and ridicule attending liia doctrine. 

W During Ihe desertion of hia wife, Milton frequented the 

Eociety of the Lady MargarBt Leigh, a person of distinction 

and nccompiishmeiit. To Lndy Eanelagh tlie favourite sister 

of the iliuatciouB Boyle, in his later years he ivas gratefully 

VOL. I, 5 
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inlo the lawfulness of tie proposal ; and it for- 
tunately terminated by effecting a happy recon- 
dliation with the offending and discarded wife. 

He went sometimes to visit a relation who lived 
in the lane of St. Martin's-le-grand ; and at one 
of these visits he was surprised to see his wife 
come from an inner room, throw herself on her 
knees before liim, and implore foi^veness. It ia 
said that he was for some time inexorable ; but 
partly, says his nephew, 'his own generous nature, 
more inclinable to reconciliation than to persever- 
ance in anger or revenge, and partly the strong 
intercession of fiiends on both sides, soon brought 
him to an act of oblivion, and a fli-m league of 
peace.' It was the forgiveness of a good and 
generous mind, for he behaved ever after to her 
with affection, and received all her family into 
his Uouse,^ when their seat was seized by the re- 
bels, and they were obliged, at a ruinous expense, 
to compound for their estate." Mr. Powell is 
stud to have lost by the wars, above Uiree. thou- 
sand pomids, and to have died above fifteen hun- 
dred pounds in debt, leaving a widow and nine 
children. The dowry of a thousand pounds, pro- 
mised to Milton with his wife, remained unpaid 
at his death. On Mrs. Anne Powell's petition" 

atteehefl. He shjb of her to her son, who had been his pupil, 
' Nam et mihi omnium necessitudinuni loco fuit.' 

M The family of the Powells continued to reside in Milton'a 
house till after tha death of his father in 1617. See Todd's 

M'seeihfl transcript ofthe original documents of Mr. Pow- 
ell's compounding, in Todd's Lile, (second ed.) p. 68, 70; and 
Milton'j ■ ■ 
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to l3ie commissioners for her tMrds, tlie following 
observations were made. ' Mr. Milfon is a harsh 
and choleric man, and married Mr. Powell's 
daughter, who would be undone if any such course 
were taken against him by Mra. Powell. He 
having turned away his wife heretofore for a long 
space, upon some other occasion (var. a small 
occasion).' " Milton, it appears, having discharged 
the fine upon Mr. Powell's estate, had succeeded 
to the possession of it; and his mother-in-law, 
by petition, was anxious to recover her thirds, 
which she was afraid to press for by suit. 

^ In I6i4, at the request of Hartlib, he published 
his ' Tractate on Education,' and his 'Arcopagi- 
tiea, or Speech for the Liberty of unlicensed 
Printing.'** The plan developed in the former 
tract must, I am afraid, be considered as little 
less than a splendid dream ; a noble outline of a 

to be, that she fonnd her hridal home dieerleaa ajid dnllj her 
hnsband'a temper unsuitable to hers, and his opmions differ- 
eut; that disaCTeements arose and dfacontent on either side: 
and when the king and his army and court arrived in tho 
neighbojiihood of her father's house, Bha ghidly sTailad her- 
sell of tbe opportunity of joming them, with her family. Thek 
support secured her against the power of enforcing her return ■ 
audThad the king's parly been Tiotorions, elie probably would 
never have ceturaed, nor aoknowledgBd her marriage. The 
battle of Naseby, and the beauty of SIlss Davis, brought her 
to her senses. One of Milton's antagonisis (G. S. IflaO) 
accuses him; 'Yon Ihrow aside your wife, because vour 
»a¥«™ mnt could not agree with her qualities, and vour 
cnwfeii pkanlaty could not be brought to take delight in her.' 

" See Todd's Life, p. 90 {second ed.) 

65 Sextua the Fourth, who died in 1484, was the first who 
placed the press under the control of a licenser. In 1B4B 
Gilbert Mabbet resigned the office of licenser, and urged the 
of Milton's work as his defence. See Birch's Life, 
iLv.. and Hollis's Memoirs, p. 267, who calls him S. Mab- 
or ratlier Itibbolii, for so he is called in Wliitclock's 
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theory too magaificeut to be realized. What is 
promised in the lime allowed, eould not possibly 
be performed. While Jlilton is projecting the 
masl«ry of eveiy science, the attainmeut of eo 
many langu^es, acquaintance with such various 
authors i is moving over the extensive circle of 
his studies, and piling up his structure of educa- 
tion even to its turrets and pinnacles ; the hum- 
bler plan which experience has approved, is con- 
tent with laying deep its foundations during Ihe 
years of youth, in acquiring habits of accurate 
reasoning, in cultivating correct taste, and in 
learning those sound principles of philosophy 
which may hereafter be developed and directed 
into various channels. What Milton professes 
to complete in a few years, the old system is con- 
tented to commence ; one is only planting the tree 
and fertilizing the soil, the other ig ah-eady repos- 
ing under its shade, and feeding on its fruits. 

The Areopa^tica is, on the whole, the finest 
production in prose fi-om Milton's pen. For vi- 
gour and eloquence of style, unconquerable force 
of argument, majesty, and richness of language, 
it is- not to be surpassed. Doctor Johnson con- 
siders the aipiment which it discusses to be of 
very difficult solulion. I shall content myself 
with observing, that when a nation becomes suf- 
ficiently enlightened to demand the removal of 
these restrictions of the press, which have been 
imposed when governments were arbitrary, and 
the people ignorant ; the correction of the evils 
attendant on its liberty must be found, not in the 
punishment of the offenders, but in the good sense 
and moral feeling of the community. It is in this 
way tliat virtue is stronger than vice, that truth 
triumphs over falsehood, and law is superior to 
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offence, Johnson's observation that 'if every 
ficeplie ia theology may teach his follies, there 
can be no religion,™ falls to the ground, when it 
is remembered tliat our religion was born amid 
disbelief and doubt, and has grown up and in- 
creased among every variety of heresy, and form 
of scepticism tliat the ingenuity of man could 
devise. Hume's famous argument that was io be 
the touchstone of truth, has only served to esta^ 
blish the force of testimony, and fo confirm the 
credibility of miracles. 

In 1645 Milton collected his early poems, La- 
tin and English, for the press ; in which th« Al- 
legro** and Penseroso appeared for the first time. 
Of the picturesque imagery, the musical versifi- 
cation, and the brilliant language of these poems, 
praise too high cannot he heard. They have all 
the pastoral beauties, and sweet descriptions of 
our elder poets, embellished, and heightened by 
a richer style, and a more refined combination. 
It has been more than once observed, that these 
poems, short as they are, have collected in one 

M The modeHiMon and justice of Toliind'a senlimentB on 
this suWect mny eitcilB surprise (r, p. 79.) ' The wishes of 
ali good men are, tiiat ttio nationoi churoii being secured in 
her worsliip, and emoinments, may not Iw nliowed to foree 
others to her communion; and that ali diasentera from it, 
heiag Bflcnred in their iiherty of conscience, may not be per- 
mitted to meddie with the riches or power of the national 
church.' May a eeoHment so phiioaophically just prove liis- 
toricaiiy tme 1 

M Mr. Peek's mnnner of rfvin" the titie« of these poems 
IS ludicronsiy quaint. H 11 n Hi Homo L'Aiiegro 
or the Iietanai and his H m li 1 setoso r the cogitflua.' 
T. New Memdrs, p. aa. Cm liad be printed in 1637, 
and Lyoidaa in ]eas. B f C rtwi h Foems, 1651, ia 
a copy of verses by J. ' " ■■ ~ - .t- — ._.._....._ 

whose works had be 
the name of MiUan. 



h d bi Vastly, but omitting 
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splendid view all that can be said on their re- 
spective subjects. 

Moseley the publisher sajs, id his preface, ' that 
the poems of Spenser, in these English ones are 
as nearly imitated, as sweetly excelled.' It is to 
this edition (hat the portrait by Marshall is pre- 
fixed, which so much displeased Milton; and 
which has transformed the youthful bard into a 
puritanical gentleman of fifty; it is the fii-st pub- 
lislied portrait of the Poet.* 

In 1647, as the relations of his wife had gra- 
dually left him, he removed into a smaller house 
in Holbom, whith opened backward info Lbcoln's 
Inn Fields, and continued the instruction of a 
few scholars, chiefly the sons of gentlemen his 
friends. That there ever was a design of making 
him an adjutant general in the army of Sir Wil- 
liam "Waller may be doubted; for Philips has 
expressed his belief doubtfully, and Waller was 
considered at that lime the leader of the Presby- 
terians, between whom and our Poet no amity 
could now exist. 

His next publication, in 1648-9, was the Te- 
nour of Kings and Magistrates."' This was occa- 
sioned by the outcry of the Presbyterians against 
the death of Charles ; whereas Milton proves that 
they who so much condemned deposing were the 
men themselves that deposed the king: and 
cannot, with all their shifting and relapsing, 
wash the guiltiness off their own hands. For 
they themselves, by their late doings have made 
• Salmnsioa considered tins print as presendng not an un- 
ikvourable portrait of Milton. The pnstoial view in Uie 
baoltground ia worthy of Ostode ; but ' neat handed PhyUis' 
" ""'"''"'"' a little too free. Sha sliould hdve recolleclad 



»i..,G00^lf 



it guiltiness, and turned tlieir own warrantable 
actions into rebellion. He then puslies oq hia 
ailments against them till he shows tliat they 
not only deposed, but how much they did fowani 
the kilUng the king. * Have they not levied wars 
against him, whether offensive or defensive (for 
defence in war equally offends, and most prudently 
beforehand) and given commission to slay when 
they knew his person could not be exempt &oni 
danger ; and if chance or flight had not saved 
him, how often had they killed him, directing 
their artillery without blame or prohibition to the 
very place where they saw him stand. Have they 
not sequestered him, judged or unjudged, and con- 
verted his revenue to other uses, detaining from 
him, as a grand delinquent, all means of liveli- 
hood, so that from them long since he might have 
periled or starved. Have they not hunted or 
pursued him round the kingdom with sword and 
fire. Have fiiey not besieged him, and to their 
power forbad him water and fire, save what they 
shot against liim to Ihe hazard of his life. Yet 
while they thus assaulled and endangered it with 
hostile deeds, they swore in words lo defend it, 
with his crown and dignity,' &c. 

But though Millon in his writings discussed 
these measures which he considered important to 
the public wel&re, bis life was strictly private, 
passed with his scholars, or among his studies ; 
and hia History of England was just commenced ; 
when, without any solicitation, he was invited^ 
by the council of the state to be their secretary 

^ See tlie oridnal orders of council uppointinc; a com- 
mittee to invite lura to acoapt the office, first printed In Todd's 
Life {second ed.) p. 107. He succeeded in tiiis office Mr. 
Weckherleyn, whose onlv dflugliter was mother of Sir W. 
Tnimball, tlia fbiend of I'ope. 



»i..,Goo^lf 



slviii LIFE OF MII.TOK. 

for foreign tongues. TLey had resolved to employ 
the Latin language in their correspoodence with 
other nations : and no man more eminently skilled 
in the knowledge of it^ than Milton, could at that 
time probably have been found. 

Bishop Hewfon wishes this example had been 
followed ; but I must express my doubts whether 
diplomatic correspondence could be carried on 
through the medium of flie Latin tongue, with 
the facility or the precision thalf would be now 
required. It surely is better that every nation 
should express itself in its own idioms, than to 
attempt to make an ancient language convey new 
varieties of opinion, and new modilications of 
thought. Modem languages are constantly bor- 
rowing from each other to supply those minute 
shades of meaning, and to express those refined 
and subtle ideas that have arisen in tlie progress 
of knowledge, and that have been brought from 
more advanced habits, and more complicated 
structures of society. To effect this with a lan- 
guage that has long been removed from use, ia 
surely to encumber oneself with unnecessary dif- 
ficulties, and to prefer the less commodious vehicle 
of reasoning. 

In 1649-50 it was ordered by thecouncil, that 
Mr. Milton do prepare something in answer to 
the book of Salmasius, and wlien he hath done it 
bring it to the council. Previously, however, to 
fliis, he had written his answei'^ to the Icon Basi- 
like, it is supposed by a verbal command : for no 
written order of the council to that effect has been 
"^ Milton's Answer was pciiitoil in London in 1640 Ito 
again in 1660. Of the loon BasUiks, forty-seven editions 
were circulated in England alone, and 48,800 copies sold, 
iotond sajs, Miiton was rewarded by the parliament for liis 
perfoiroancB with the present of a thousand pounds, v Life 
p. 32. I he real fkct ia not ascertained. ' 
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found. The grievous chaise of having, in con- 
junction with Bradshaw, interpolated the book of 
the king, with a prayer taken from Sidney's Ar- 
cadia, and then imputing the use of the prayer (o 
the monarch, as a heavy crime, has been clearly 
and completely refuted. 

It appears that the private prayers of the king 
were delivered by him to Dr. Juxon, Bishop of 
London, immediately before his death, and on 
the scaffold, that they were added to some of the 
earKer impressions of the Icon ; that the prayer 
waa adopted by the king from the Arcadia, a 
book that he delighted to read,** and that Juson 
would not have been silent, had the prayer been 
inserted by the enemies of his lamented monarch, 
to calumniate his memory, 

"We must now pass on to the celebrated con- 
troversy with Salmasius ; Charles the Second 
employed that great scholar to write a Defence 
of his Monarchy, and to vindicate his father's 
memory ; to stimulate his industry, it is said," a 
hundred Jacobuses were given to him. Since the 
death of the illusiiious younger Sealiger, no 
scholar had acquired the reputation of Salmasius s 
not so much, as Johnson supposed, for his skill 

^ The books whicb Charles delighted to read, and wtich 
show his knowledge and taste, are givon in Sir Thomas Her- 
bert's Memoirs, p. 61, tit. Andrews's Sermons, Hoolcer'B 
EccL Polity, Hammond's Wiwka, Sandys's Psalms, V 

■ '■ " ..-^.--_.- ™-5gOj Hajrii^ttrn's Ariosto, Sj 

le prayer m>m the Ai^adia ] 
naceasory alteration of a few 

81 Wood asserts that Salmnsins had no reward for his 
book. Ha Buys, ' the kmg sent Dr. Morley, then at Leyden, to 
the apologist with his thiuiks, but not with a purse of gold, as 
John Milton the impudmt liar reported.' Wood's Ath. 
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in emendatory criticism, in whicli he was excelled 
by many of his contemporaries, as for his great 
knowledge of antiquity, the multiplicity of his 
attainments, and his immense research in ancient 
languages.'^ His Commentary on Solinua, and 
his Treatise de Re Hellenistica are imperishable 



K Toland says, 'IVJiat is worse than all tie rest, Salma- 
is appeared on this occasion such an absolute stranger, 
d bnag;1er in ills own province, as to open a large fieid for 
iton to divert himself with his bmiMffouB phrases and sole- 
jaaJ D. 0S. The faet is. RjllmAsine. with nl) hin vaat. om- 

Barioar bom at Jemsalfm. 'AutHnt de livn.. 
de 9ft fafon, antant d'lmpromptn,' (says Vignenil Marville) 
maiB il ne digfiroit asses bien les maUJres qu'il traitoit. Ce 
qu'il donnoit au pnbUc, il donnait tout crfi, sneo d^dain, et 
comme tout on coltre. II senihloit jetter son Grec, eon 
Latin, et tonte sa science !i la tSte dea gens. Grotius an 
conlxoire oonsidtre tunt, digtra tout, i'ordonne, et la range 
sa^ment. II reepecte et manage son lectenr. Son tra- 
dition est comme une grande fleuve qui ee rfipand largement, 
fiiit dn bien k tont le monde. Crescit cnm amphtudine 
renun, ™ ingenii'— L p. B. 'D'antrcs ne penvent ^erire 

Sh'Bi hi bSie, et ne sauroient repasser snr leors onvrages. M. de 
autnalse etolt de ce caractere.' Gronovius (de Sestertiis, 
p. 46,J sajs of him, 'Hahebat hoc vir ille inoompaiaijilis ut 
nherruno mgemo imlla eufflceret manns, et uhl insUtuerat scil- 
bere, uec vemm, nee verborum modum nosset. Sio ^ctnm 
esset, ut mnlta ilii sxcSderenl, quae uorat ipse mehuB, et rectjus 



, , , n attendisset 

lat the great ScallgeF thoudit 

.. „, . ..,y be gaUiered tram the begm- 

i lotters to nim (Kp. c^xiviii.) ^nunquam 



ab Epistolis tnls dlscodo nisi doction ' — a delighttU cli 
of SalmaMua iaglTfln by the learned Huet, in his Commentar. 
de HebuE. ad £nui (Se) pertin. p. 136^180, who says, 'Si 
qnis oerte anlmnm ejaa atqne mareA ex soriptia lestimare velit, 
arrogana fuiase Tideatnr, contuioax, siblque presidena ; at in 
nsn, et oansixetudine vitce^ nihil placldiua Dihii mitias, comia 
adhiec, nrbanuB, et ofGch pleiins, vomut benignltati i^^ns ae 

Siieti multum ofBciebat uxor Imp^osOi AnnaUercera,' and 
en he proceeds to give an account how Salmasius's 'wife 
insisted, when he was presenled at Hie court of Christina, 
in dreaamg him i« scarlet h-ecchei caid gbxa, wiSt a biah cap 
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monuments of his fame. Grotius alone could com- 
pete witli liim ; and if Grotius were at all inferior, 
which I know not, in the extent of his information, 
he far excelled Sahnasius in the correctness of 
his judgment, the distribution of his knowledge, 
and the more luminous arrangement of his eru- 
dition. Grotius was an enlightened philosopher, 
aa well as a profound scholar ; and the names of 
these two illustrious men were in commendation 
not often disjoined. Selden speaks of Grotius, 
'as the greatest, the chief of men,' and of Sal- 
masius as ' most admirable ; ' to whom he wished 
much more to be like than to be the moat emi- 
nent person for riclies and honour in the world ; 

and widle feather. Salraasjus told Lim he ivas -very ill with 
the gout iiie whole time he was in Sweden; that Christina 
used to come to his bed; and one morning found him rend- 
ing 'Libelluni Subtucpioulum,' which tfie affrighted pro- 
fessor hid nnder the bedclothes; but Christina searched for 
it and got it ; and, bemg delighted with it, called in a jonng 
and beautithl lady of the name of ' Sparra,' whom she made 
tfl read aload the passages that pleased her: and while the 
mrl blushed at liec Usk, the Queen and her attendants were 
convolsed ivitli laughter. Huet now at Sahnasius' house the 
girl ' Pontia,' and says she was ' satis elegans.' Bs account 
of the amour of Morns with this girl is not so nnfavoarable 
aa Milton's; in fact, he made Moms sign apaper to ■aaxiy 
her, Irat the passion and intemperance of SaJmasius' wife 
rendered all interference unsnccessfuL Morns was ill in. 
Sahnasius" house, and Pontia nursed him, -which was the be- 
(rinnina of the aeqnaintanoe. An epitaph on Salmasiiis is 
riven in V. Paravidni Sing, de Vuis Erud. (1713) p. 201, 
m die bombastic style of the thne. 

Ingens exigua jacet hac suh mole sepultns 
AsserlOT Kegum, numinis atque pugil 

Finiirit Spad£B vitam Sahnasius hospes 
Ttajectum cineres ossoqne triste tenet. 

Quod'mortali fait pariit, pars altera ctelis 
Eeddita, fit m^or, doctior esse neqnit. 
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and Cardinal Eichelicu declared, that Bignonius, 
Grofins, and Salmasiua were Ihe only persons of 
that age, whom he looked upon as arrived at the 
highest pitch of learning. Such was the anta- 
gonist whom Milton had been commanded to 
meet. The work which the psHed monarch re- 
quired irom the critic was prohably somewhat 
beyond the cii-cle of his studies ; he wrote also on 
the unpopular side ; and some among his Mends 
neither admired the motiye, nor anticipated the 
success of his undertaking.'" Hobbes says, ' he 



MSee Sarravii Epistoltis. p. 224, Ills love and ad 
ration of SoJmasius evince qualities in tliat grea m n ha 
commanded esteem. ' De Salmaaio quid dicain ? P eo p ti 
Octobii In amplexns ^ua iii. Cnm eo vivere amen b am 
libentar, vis plura? Si pec impossiliile cuiquam n rt m 
origantur nnqnam altariii, mihi, dens, dans ille de mmg na 
dootriiiH, morilrasq-ae bumanissimis tibi compert narai a 
_:v<i .«._,», _ »„ "- -'-o Jus 6M EpisUe to A M 
le death of Grotju- "■- 

— j-s *£ecuU prinoipatu^ .„„ 

deoernet yentura ffitas ! ' In f he IBSth Lottec Sarravius first 
mentions the subject of Salmasius'B dafenoe, which h 
plfluds. 'Lando animi tni generoaum, propoBitnm, 

nefiindnm scelus aperte dr '--■ • '*' 

tiouB that Bockarf intende 

had been diBsaaded. In ..^ ,„„ p^^ ..,.^1. 

Ee)^ apoligetioo solares feois, qui ftcis quod libet, i 

nmi^irnm unnsilio Bpflmis.' lu the 214th t" '-" 



his worlt ' Onmino niamns est isle tnus labor, et istam 
materiam nroftinde meditatns es.' la the 216th be says, 
' Tuam defenslonem qood speotat dolendnm asset in ip'sis 
nasoendi primocdiis iuterire.' In tha aaSnd Le spaaks of 
the^JVi edition of Salmasins's work: in the 2a3d he com- 
plains that a copy had not been sent to Charlaa's widow. 
' QuamviB enim sit in re mmima lanta, tamen potulsse tol- 
■vere pretiura tabellarii, qui illud attulisset.' The 228th is 
the letter so often quoted, bM^nning 'Te argo habemus 
leum fatantem,' Sarravius differed from him in his de- 
ftnco of Episcopacy. July 1648 ha tails him 'yob amis ee 
piaignent qua voua na faitea rien de ce dont iis voua prient, 

*crna ds oe qn'il lenc plait; ' from a careful perusal of the 
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is unalile to decide whoso language is best, or 
wliose argument worst,' and certainly the ques- 
tion is too often lost sight of in discussing the 
niceties of verbal construction, or in personal 
aliercation ; nor is the aipiment disposed with 
the calm and comprehensive views of the stales- 
man and philosopher. That Milton's fame, how- 
ever, was widely and honourably extended by this 
performance, no doubt can be enfertMned, it was 



but that Salmasius suffered disgrace at the court 
of Christina ; that he was dismissed with con- 
tempt, or considered as defeated with dishonour, 
rests upon no valid authority. Milton in his 
second defence expressly allowed, that the queen, 
attentive to the dignity of her station, let the 
stranger experience no diminution of her former 
kindness, or munificence. The health of that 
illustrious scholar had long been languishing 
under his unremitted labours. He was afflicted 
with gout if not with atone, and he went to seek 
relief from the mineral waters of Spa (which he 
was supposed to have drunk improperly), where 

correspondence connected with this Eubjaot, I am coiivlnced 
that the effact, said to be produced by Milton's defence on 
Salmaeins, and on his reputation, has been prodightals over- 
rated. Salmaeiua Geems at that time to iiave hees as much 
intarested ahout other worlcs which he had in band, and espe- 
cially about conducting safely and commodiously liis joumej 
to SiTcden, and preserving his health in that cold cHmnte. IC 
nmst also be obaerred that wlukever More's moral character 
was, he stood in hi^ esteem and reputation In the learned 
world, and that Milton's attack therefore affected bhn deeply. 
See Ton. Fabri. EpistoL Isvl. lib. i. ed. 1674, p. 219. A full 
end impartial nooonnt of him may ha read m Bayle's Di'^ 
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he died. The queen had offered hmi large ap- 
pointments °* to remain in Sweden, and greatly 
regretted his departure ; but the coldness of the 
cUmate was injurious to him : and after his death, 
she wrot« a fetter full of concern for his loss, 
and respect for his memory ; the .slander first 
thrown out in the Mercuriua Politicns, and so 
frequently repeated, otight no longer to be he- 
lieved. Salmasius went full of years, and honours 
to his grave. 

The purpose of Salmasius °= was to support the 
doetrineof the divine rights of kings: lo prove that 
the king is a person with whom the supreme power 

M He hod B pension of iD,000 livres from Sweden. It 
will astonish some of my readers to linow that Salmasias 
was a T^nJ/Iicaa, ' Placebat Salmaaio libera respublica.' Ha 
VIS invited by the UuivBraity of Oxford to settle there on 
vary handsome terms : ' and ' says his biogrSplier, ' he wotdd 
have gone ' nisi aliquid ab eo petiissent, quamvis beatissima 
condllione, quod cum ad nationis utilitatem spectaret, non 
erat tamen ad genium ipsius ; ' bnt so far was SalmasinSj as 
all Milton's bionaphars assert, from bwng a slavisli admirer 
of kings or regal governments, that ' Bataviam hao in parte 
pKB Aoglia prefarahat quod m^jorem semper in resfMica 
qnam in regno Sbertoiem ease jodioaret.' v. Vit. Salmas. 
p. xvi. It was not solely on accoxmt of his anperior learning 
that Salniaaius was selaoted by the adherents of Charles, bat 
that some of his previons writkgs on matters connected with 
the ehnrch and the sects, had produced nmoh effect ill Eng- 
land. ' Dissertatio de Bpi5C(^9 et preabyteris moitnm jnverat 
optima sentlentes (in BritBrauii) hi abrogondo jure Epjseopo- 
rum, qnod mnlti as proceribus, et ^ris priroariis ultro cum 
gratiarura aotloiie testati sunt:' and it appears thathewas 
m the habit of behig consulted on ecclesiasOciil atTairH by 
the persons of rank and influenoe in England, ' Consilium 
Salmadi siepius per depntationes implorarunt regni pro- 
's Dr. Symmons has allowed the skill and eloquence dis- 
played in the work of Salmaaius, vide Life, p. 356, and haa 
aiiown how much Burke was indebted to it. In that strange 
rambling work, T. Holiis's Memoirs, there is an engraving by 
Cipriani, representing Milton's head on n terminus^ on wmch 
is a medalUon suspended inclosing the portrait of balmasinsj 
this was a print emblematical of Milton's victory, v. p. S83, 
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of tlie kingdom residf^s, and who is answeraljlo to 
God alone. Milton asserted the undisputed sove- 
reignty of the people. This he teriiis agreeable to 
the laws of God, and of nature. That by the laws 
of God, hy those of nations, and by the muniuipal 
laws of our own country, a king of England may 
be brought to trial and to death; that the laws of 
God do in this exactly agree with the laws of nar 
ture ; and that this is a settled masim of the law 
of nature never to be shakeo, that the senate and 
the people are superior lo kings ; and that if asked 
by what law, hy what right or justice, the king 
was dethroned, the answer is, by that law which 
God and nature have created ; that whatever things 
are for the universal good of the whole state, are 
for that reason lawful and just ; and that a people 
obhged hy an oath is discharged of that obligation, 
when a lawful prince becomes a tyrant, or ^ves 
himself over to sloth and voluptuousness. The 
rule ofjustiee, the very lawof nature dispenses with 
such a people's allegiance. That these doctrines 
have been always acknowledged by the common 
consent of mankind, he endeavours to prove irora 
the history of ancient naticms. Thus the kings of 
the Jews were subject to the very same laws as the 
people. He traces a similar belief through Egypt 
and Persia, through the Grecian history, and the 
annals of the Eoman empire. He alleges the 
authority of the ancient Scriptures, the gospel, 
and the fathei-s. He then fintfe his doctrine sup- 
ported by the usage and constitution of our govern- 
ment from the period of the British history, through 
the Saxon and Norman times, and traces the su- 
preme power of thelegislativeassemblylo the reign 
of Charles. Such is a faint outline of Us argument ; 
in this work lie openly accuses Buckingham of 
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liavjng poisoned King James, anil afterwards even 
makes a bolder asaei-tion, that Ciiarles was acces- 
sory to the crime. 

The first reply to Milton's Defensio Populi"' 
was published in 1651. MiKon, who assisted his 
nephew Philips in the answer, was willing to con- 
sider it as the production of that distinguished 
prelate, Bramhall, whom he treats with the same 
eoarseDess of sarcasm, and violence of invective 
which had been employed against Salmasius, im- 
puting to him the greatest excesses, and the prac- 
tice of the most degrading vices. Brtunhall*' had 
disowned the writing imputed to him, but the real 
author was not discovered till the industry of Mr. 
Todd brought the secret to light. He proves to 
*— —3 John Rowland, and calls himself ' Pastor 
■ B particularis,' In this tract the accusa- 
tion of the death of James tiie First by poison is 
repeated. 

Hext year appeared ' Eegii Sanguinis clamor ad 
c<elum i ' this work was written by Peter du Moulin, 
a Frenchman, afterwards Prebendary of Canter- 
bury, but A. More, who had the care of the pub- 
lication, was treated by Milton as the real author. 
The mistake was afterwards discovered, but Milton 
had exhausted his invective against More, and 
suffered Du Moulin to escape. Alexander More 
was a Scotehman by birth, settled in France, and 
was the son of the principal of the Protestant Col- 

M In the orieinal adItioDS of the Defanao Populi, and 
Defensio SeouniU, the name of the author is printed Joannis 
imtoni, i. e. Miltonil j ha therefore differed fmm those who 
wonld render the English terminaHon ' on,' by ' onus' in Latin, 

^ Sea exlraot from Bishop Bramhall's Letter to his eon 
May, 16S4. ' That sUly boot which he ascribas to me, was 
■wtiKen by one John Koivland, who since hath replied upon 
him. I never read a word cither of (he first booli or tlie 
reply" in my lifa.' y. Tudd'i Life, p, SS. 
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lego of Castres in Languedoc. He was a per- 
son_ of talent and learning, but more eminentlv 



__ „ braiiant though eccentric 

preacher. It was an unfortunate hour for him 
when he threw the shield of his name to protect Du 
Moulma writings, for More'a personal character 
was open to remark. He had, it appears, entered 
into a love-mfrigue at Leyden, with an Engliah 
girl, who IS called Pontia, and who was waiting- 
maid to the wife of Sahuasius." This occasioned 
much domestic dispute and jealousy in the house 
of the learned professor, and became the subject 
of raiUery in the correspondence of the friends of 
bahnasius. It appears, also, that a similar adven- 
ture with a servant maid, of the name of Claudia 
Peletta, with whom More is accused of intriguing 
before and after her marriage, was the occasion 



i-iT — "iaiiiagc, ivaa iiie occasion 

ot.his leaving Geneva; and a third amour, with a 
young female domestic of the name of Tibidtiana, 
IS also mentioned. Milton did not spare his 
enemy on the side where he was so much exposed ; 
and More shrunk from the bitter storm of invec- 






ap-ine, qtu Ee rantoit d'airoic pour m 
Oa plus!"'"— -1- * — ',-'^-.1.-- 



ii.., 'ii"i~~:"' ,'~ !-■"" ™-«^' ui ions lea nobles, at 
I » .S ^ '""? '"' ^'""'■' '■ HTstiena, p. x, ■fhe 
Letter of Sarravius opens a. cnrions domeBMe piotura of 
Salmosms's family, Ha had, it BppeaiB, applied to SamiTina 
to procure him soma maid-serrante, and hSftiend f«rly aa- 
flwera him. Timeo ne itinoris dlffloiillatefl, onm mconi tm 
mon^ mull^ delerreanL' Salmasiug iraa presented with 
ffie order of St Michael by Louis XIII., hencVMUtou oSli 
him iques,'— The biographers of Milton hava taken (heir 
account of Sahnsgus du«tfy from N. Hemsius, without keep- 
ingmrouid that Hemsiua was his bitter imdimtAacabk emm. 
Mot wiBhma to give offence, stiU I must say, t&t not one of 
Uiose who have written on this controveray, seems to ma to 
be really aequamted with the works or character of Sataia- 
sius. tiee also N. Heinsii Poem. Lot. 152, 166. 
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tive, sarcasm, aiid irony, tliat Lis indignant anta- 
gonist poured on all sides upon him.^ 

Tlio ' Second Defence' is one of tiie most inte- 
resting of Milton's writings. Johnson has quoted 
from it the eloquent eulogy on Cromwell: the 
character of Brodshaw is drawn with all the skill 
and power of Clarendon, and presents a noble 
portrait of the intrepid regicide ; and the address 
to Fairfax has for ever exalted the character, and 
dignified the retirement of that illustrious soldier. 
I shall add Milton's commemoration of other 
names, not less celebrated in the history of that 
eventful time. 'First you, Fleetwood, whom I 
have known to have been always the same in the 
humanity, gentleness, and benignity of your dis- 
position, from the time you first entered on the 
profession of a soldier, to your obtainment of those 
military honours, the next only to the first, and 
whom the enemy has found of dauntless valour, 
but the mildest of conquerors ; and you, Lambert, 
who, when a young man, at the head of a mere 
handful of men, checked the progress of the Duke 
of Hamilton, attended with the power and strength 
of the Scottish youth, and kept him at check ; you, 
Deshorrow, and you, Whalkg, whom, whenever I 
heard or read of the fiercest battles of this war, I 
always expected and found among the thickest of 
the enemy ; you, Overton, who have been con- 
nected with me for these many years, in a more 
than brotherly union, by similitude of studies, 

M In Siuravii EpistoliB are mimy addreeBed with respoot 
ftnd esteem to Al. More. He aeems not ta have baen perma- 
nently injured by Milton's attack, and he would liacdly be 
iBcognimd aa Hie same persai'm the party-atatament of Mil- 
ton, and the impartial Me by Bayle. A copy of LaUn veraes 
by A. More, adiieased to N. Heinsius, is in the AdoptiYOrum 
Carmlna, p. 19. 
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and by the sweetness of your manners. In that 
memorable battle of Marston Moor, when our left 
wing was roTited, the chief officers looking back in 
their flight beheld yoa keeping your ground with 
your infantry, and repelling the attacks of the 
enemy amid heaps of slain on both sides; and 
afterwards in the war in Scotland, no sooner were 
the shores of Fife occupied, under the auspices of 
Cromwell, with your troops, and the way opened 
beyond Stirling, than both tho western and the 
northern Scots acknowledged you for the humanest 
of enemies, and the farthest Orcades for their 
civilizing conqueror. I will yet add some, whom, 
as distinguished for the robe and arts of peace, 
you have nomuiated as your counsellor, and who 
are known to me either by friendship or reputation. 
■VVhitlocke, Pickering, Strickland, Sydenham, and 
Sydney^ (an iUustrious name which I rejoice has 
steadily adhered to our side), Mont^ue, Law- 
rence, both men of the first capacity, and polished 
by liberal studies, besides numberless other citi- 
zens, distinguished for their rare merits, some for 
their former senatorial exertions, others for tlieir 
military services.' A splendid eulogium rewarded 



Thora is a time when gentleat-thonglila are onrs, 
When lika one long and Summer day of esse, 
We wear on month, and month, and as may please 
The chiminoB of the iimcj, In omr bowers 
Disport, or through the wood-patha, wild with flowers, 
Eoaminthe heart's gladpaflUmB) whether tke breeze 
fie heard nt mont« or odd tiie nocmday trees 
Repose, or night li^t np her liairy towers. 
And there too is a time for oflier mood. 
When we innst dwell among tha waits of men. 
With eye of lofljest aspect, fijrtitnde, 
And stemneas on onr front ; and wearing flien 
That miffhly sword, which Badtieg nnsuSdned 
Wore atliis side, llioagh in the tj-rant's den. 
Benliall, I83I. j m 
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the Yirgiii Queen of the north, the daughter of 
Adolphus, for the praise ahe waa reported to have 
^ven to Milton's defence, and the magnaoimity 
which led her to read and even to applaud what 
seemed written against her own right and dignity.' 
Flushed with his victory, and proud of the great 
reputation which he had acquired, Milton opened 
his second defence with a triumphant anticipation 
of the sentence that would be passed on it : ' He 
now,' he says, 'feels himself not in the forum, or 
on the rostrum, suri-ounded by a single people 
only, whether Koman or Athenian, but as it were 
by listening Europe, confiding and passing judg- 
ment He addresses himself to all sittings and 
assemblies, wherever are to be found men of the 
highest authority, wherever there are cities and 
nations. He imagines himself set out on his 
travels, that ho beholds from on high tracts be- 
yond the seas, and wide extended regions, that 
he beholds countenances strange and numberless, 
and all in feelings of mind, his closest friends 
and neighbours. Wherever there are natures 
free, ingenuous, magnanimous, either liiey are 
prudently concealed or openly professed. Some 
favour in silence, others ^ve their suffrages in 
public. Some hasten to receive me with shouts 
of applause, others, in fine, vanquished by truth, 
surrender themaelves captive. Encompassed by 

2 1 -woold wish to remove the impression, if »ucli esists, 
that Salmadus entered into this controTersy as an aavoLite 
of the regal rights, trum interesled motives, without a convic 
tion of the joaticB of his cause. The death, if not the de- 
thronement of Charles, aidted great horror aud indignation 
iu other nations; with what feefuigB Sahnasina Of "" ■""" 

may ba judied by the 1e '* ' " " 

is subject, Bi , _ 

p. D*, 8, p. 7B, X. p. 82. SylT. Lib. 
aignus £ege Biitiumus erat. 
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Buch countless multitudes, it seems to me, that 
from tlie columns of Hercuka, to the farthest 
borders of India, that, throughout this vast ex- 
pause, I am bnnging back, bringing home to 
every nation liberty, so long driyen out, so long 
an exile ; and, as is recorded of Triptolemua of 
old, that I am importing fmils for the nations 
from my own city, but of a far pobler kind 
than those fruits of Ceres. That I am spreading 
abroad among the cities, the kingdoms, and na- 
tions, the restored culture of civility and freedom 
of life.' 

He had been reproached by his adversaries 
with his blindness ; and his answer to the chaise 
can be read by no . one without high admiration 
of the magnanimity of his mind, and the strength 
of his piety. To be blind, he says, is not nusera- 
ble, but not to be able to bear blindness, that 
is miserable indeed. He csJls God to witness, 
the searcher of the inmost spirit, tuid of every 
thought, that he is unconscious of any thing, 
(though he haa visited all the recesses of his heart) 
of any crime, the heinousness of which could 
have justly called down this calamity upon him 
above others. That he has written nothing which 
he was not persuaded at the time, and is still 
persuaded, was right and true and pleasing to 
God. And this, without being moved by ambition, 
by lucre, or by glory, but solely by a sense of 
duty, of grace, and of devotion to his country. 
Then let the slanderers (he says) of tlie judgments 
of God cease their revilings. Let them desist 
from their dreamy fot^eries concerning me. Let 
them know that I neither repine at, nor repent 
me of my lot : that I remain fixed, immovable 
in my opinion : that I neither believe, nor have 
found lliat God is angry : nay, that in things of 
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tie greatest moment, I Lave esperieneed, and 
acknowledge his mercy, and his paternal goodness 
towai-ds me. That above all in regard of this 
calamity, I acquiesce in his divine will, for it is 
he himself who comforts and upholds my spirit, 
being evermore mmdful of what he shall bestow 
upon me, than of what he shall deny me. Be- 
sides how many things are there which I should 
choice not to see ? How many which I might be 
unwilling to see ; and how few remaining things 
are there which I should desire to see. Neither 
am I concerned at being classed, though you 
think this a miserable thing, with the blind, with 
the afflicted, with the miserable, with the weak. 
Since there is a hope that, on this account, I have 
a nearer claim (o the mercy and protection of the 
sovereign Father. There is a way, and the Apostle 
is my authority, through weakness to the greatest 
strength. May I he one of the weakest, provided 
only in my weakness, that unmortal and better 
vigour be put forth with greater effect: provided 
only in my darkness the light of the divine coun- 
tenance does but move brightly shine ; for then 
I shall at once be the weakest and most mighty ; 
shall be at once blind, and of the most piercing 
eight. Thus, through this infirmity should I be 
consummated, perfected. Thus, through this dark- 
ness should I be enrobed with light. And, in 
truth, we who are blind, are not the last regarded 
by the providence of God ; who, as we are inca- 
pable to discern any thing but himself, beholds us 
with the greater clemency and benignity. Woe 
be to him who makes a mock of us. Woe be to 
hun who injures us ; he deserves to be devoted 
to the public curse. The divine law, the divme 
favour has made us not merely secure, but, as it 
were, sacred from the injuries of men ; nor would 
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haye seemed to have brought the darkness upon 
us, so much by inducing a dimness of the eyes, as 
by the overshadowing of heavenly wings. Besides, 
as I am not grown torpid by indolence, since my 
eyes have deserted me, hut am still active, still 
ready to advance among the foremost to the most 
arduous straggles for liberty ; I am not therefore 
deserted by men even of the first rank in the state. 
Thus, wliile I can derive consolation in my blind- 
ness both from God and man, let no one be 
troubled that I have lost my eyes in an honour- 
able cause : and far be it from me to he troubled 
at it ; far be it from me to possess so little spirit 
as not to be able without difficulty to despise the 
revilers of my blindness, or so little placabiUty as 
not to be able with still less difficulty to foi^ve 
them.' The treatise, after a succession of pas- 
sages of great eloquence and anunation, ends with 
an earnest and solemn address to the people of 
England to prove themselves worthy of the vic- 
tory they have gained, and the position they have 
secured. He warns them to derive their liberty 
not from arms, but from piety, justice, temper- 
ance i in fine, from real virtue, not to make war 
alone their virtue, or highest glory, or to neglect 
the arts of peace. To banish avarice, ambition, 
luxury, and all excess from their thoughts ; such 
is the warfare of peace. Victories hard, it is true, 
but blameless, more glorious far than the warlike 
or the bloody. 'As for myself,' he says (speaking 
with something of a prophetic sorrow), 'to what- 
ever state things may return, I have performed, 
and certainly with good will, I hope not in vain, 
the service which I thought would be of most use 
to the commonwealth. It is not before our doors 
alone that I have home my arms in defence of 
liberty. I have wielded them m a field so wide 
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that the justice and i-easoa of fliose which are no 
vulgar deeda, shall be explained and vindicated 
alike to foreign natures and our ovm countrymen. 
li after achievements so magnanimous, ye barely 
fall from your duty, if ye are guilty of any thing 
unworthy of you, be assured, posterity will speak, 
and thus pronounce its judgment. The founda- 
tion was sti-ongly laid. The beginning, nay, more 
than the beginning, was excellent, but it will be 
inqubed, not without a disturbed emotion, who 
raised the superstructure, who completed the fa- 
bric? To undertakings so grand, to virtues so 
noble, It will be a subject of grief that persever- 
ance was wanting. It will be seen that tlie har- 
vest of glory was abundant ; but that men were 
not to be found for the work. Yet that there was 
not wanting one who could give good counsel, 
who could exhort, encourage; who could adorn 
and celebrate in immortal praises the transcendent 
deeds, and those who performed them.' Another 
piece, in which he defends himself personally 
against More, and repeats his accusations, is all 
nhich is necessary to notice in this remarkable 
controversy." 

Millou was now removed by an order of coun- 
cil from his lodgings at ■Whitehall,* ^d took a 
garden house in Petty France, in Weslininster, 
opening into St. James's Park : in this house he 



hall, MUCon Lodged at one Thomson's, next door to tt 
Head Tavern, Cnoring Ci-oss. Sea Bmjh's Life, p, i 
In Scotluid Yard his in^t sou died. 
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continued till within a few weeks of the Eestorar- 
tion. In 1C51 he was Bufiering under the approach 
of total hlindness. He had lost '^e entire use of 
one eye : and his nephew, Edward Pbilips, was 
snpjiosed to have greatly assisted him in the affairs 
of secretary. In 1652 his sight was totally gone.* 
His enemies, as we have seen, considered his 
blindness as a judgment for writing against the 
king; and one of the prebendaries of Exeter 
reproached hjm, even from the pulpit, with the 
severe visitation. But he himself more truly 
accounted for the affliction by the wearisome 
labours and studions watchings wherein he spent, 
and almost tired out, a whole youth. His letter 
to his Athenian friend, Leonai-d Phileras, gives 
an account of the gradual approach of the dis- 
ease ; Philips says that Milton was always tam- 
pering with physic: to which he attributes the 
loss of his sight, as well as to his continual studies, 
and the headaches to which he had been subject 
from his youth. 

It is supposed that in 1653 Milton lost his first 
wife, who died in childbed, leaving him three 
daughters. He remained a widower for three 
years, when he was agMn united in marriage to a 
daughter of Capt^n Woodcock of Hackney. She 
also died within a year after Ler marriage, in the 
same manner ; and in one of his sonnets he has 
paid an affectionate tribute to her memory. Soon 

^ His eyesight was decaying about twenty rears before 
his death. His fathenead without spectacles till eighty-four. 
His mother had very weak eyea, and used spectacles pr^ 



sently after she was thirty years old. Aubrey Lett, i 
- ••" He lost the use of his left; eye m 1661: and it 

I, of the other, in lebi. See Todd's Ufa {1st ed.), 



p.8S, but the period of the complete alBiotion is not known 
wilh er~-' 
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after tliis eveni, lie retired froui his office of secre- 
tary ' on an allowance for life, of one hundred and 
fifty pounds a year. His name does not again 
occur in the books of the council of state; hia 
friend" Andrew Marvelt had been associated with 

As we are now arrired at the close of Milton's 
public life, it may be as well for a moment to 
look back, and recoUect the system upon which 
he aaaerta hb political career to have been con- 
ducted, and the end to which his writings were 
directed. He says, when the outcry against the 
bishops commenced, and the model of our re- 
formed church was to its disadvantage compared 
to others, he saw that a way was opening for the 
establishment of real liberty. That he perceived 
there were three species of liberty essential to the 
happiness of social life — religious, domestic, and 
civiL To promote the first, he wrote his Treatise 
on Eefonnation, &C! and as he saw that the 
magistrates were active in obtaining the third, he 
therefore turned his attention to the second, or 
domestic. This included three material questions, 
first, the conduct of the conjugal tie ; secondly, 
tlie education of children ; and, thirdly, the fi-ee 

f But see Mr. Todd'a Life (ed. 2), p. 168, who Bays some 
official (iocQments were written by lilm after 1666. Tlio last 
payment of liis anlary was Oct, 22, 16B9, wlien lie was seques- 
tered from the office. 

* " His familiar learned acquaintanee were A. Marreli, 
Lawrence, Needham, Hartlib, Mr. Sliiuner, Dr. Paget, M. D. 
Mr. Skinner was his disoiple.— IBs widow asenres me that 
Mr. Hobbes waa not one of his aoqniJntance. That her hna- 
hand did not like him at all; but he wooid acknowiadge him 
to be a man of great parts, and a learned man." Aubrey 
Lett. iii. 444. He had no intiranoy with Cromwell, nor with 
those in power. He tells Heimbach that he cannot serve him, 
" Propter pancissimaa familiaritates meas emu Eratiosis.'' 
Ep. tam. Deo. 18, 1357. ^ 
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publication of the thoughts. These questions 
were severaliy considered by bim in his Treatise 
on Divorce, his Tractate on Education, and his 
Areopagitica, or Liberty of nnhcensed printing. 
With regard tfl civil affairs, he left them in the 
hands of the magistrates, till it became necessary 
to vindicate the right of lawfully dethroning, or 
destroying tyrants (without any immediate or 
personal application to Charles), against the doc- 
trine of the presbj^rian ministers. Such were 
the fruits of his private studies, which he had 
gratuitously presented to church and state, and 
for which he was recompensed by nothing but 
impurity. Though the actions themselves (he 
says) procured me peaee of conscience, and the 
approbation of the good ; while I exercised that 
freedom of discussion which 1 loved. 

Disencumbered of the duties of secretary, dis- 
gusted with the treachery of parties, and the 
tailure of his fondest wishes, Milton at lengCh 
retreated from the changes and turbulence of the 
times, and had now lebure to resume the great 
works which he had long destined for his future 
employment. He commenced a history of hia 
native country, a dictionary of the Latin lan- 
guage,' more copious and correct than that of 
Stephens ; he framed a body of divinity out of 
the Bible ; and, lastly, he sketched the first out- 
lines of his immortal poem. For the subject of 

' These collections con'isted of three large Tolnmes in 
folio. They were much discomposed and deficient, but were 
used by the editors of the Camb. Diet, in 1693, 4to. See 
tlie Pret to Ainswarth'a Lat. Thesaurus. It was said that 
Fhllips was the last possessor of these collecljons. I bare 
an extract from a booKseller'a catalogue by me — Dictionary, 
Latin and English, compiled from the works of Stephens, 
Cooper, Littelton, a large JIS. in tlirce volumes, of Mr. John 
MUton, 163. 4to. 
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his epic poem, says Jolmson, after much delibe- 
ration, long choosing, and heginning late, he 
fixed upon Paradise Lost, a design so compre- 
hensive, that it could be justified only hy success. 
He had once meant to celebrate the exploits of 
K. Arthur, as he has hinted in his Verses, "but," 
says Toland, " this particular subject was reserved 
for the celebrated pen of Sir Richard Black- 
more." Amidst the' prosecution of these great 
and laborious designs, he found time during the 
year 1659 for some humbler occupations. He 
edited some manuscript treatises of Sir Walter 
Ealeigh. He published the foreign correspond- 
ence of the English parliament and of (>«mwell ; 
he wrote (against the Presbyterians) his " Consi- 
derations to remove hirelings out of the Church ; " 
and, alarmed at the prospect of a returning mo- 
narchy, he printed his " B«ady and easy way to 
establish a free Commonwealth." IVhat he speaks, 
he says, is the language of that which is not called 
amiss — " the good old cause." It appears, from a 
passage in this treatise, that commerce had much 
languished during the civil wars and usurpation ; 
and that the trading coinmunity were all anxious 
for tlie return of a luxurious court, and the assist- 
ance of regal prodigality. 

"When the restoration of the king proved all 
his wishes fruitless, Milton withdrew to a friend's 
house in Bartholomew Close. This temporary 
concealment seems to have been necessary to his 
safety, for a particular prosecution was directed 
against him. 

It is mentioned by Ms biographers that a mock ' 
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funeral was made for him, anil that when matters 
were arranged, the careless and merry monarch 
laughed at the imposition. It was however or- 
dered that his 'Iconoclaates' and 'Defensio pro 
Populo Anglicano' should be burned by the 
common hangmaD, and that the attorney general 
should proceed against them by iridietment, or 
otherwise. Of the proscribed books several copies 
on the 27th of August' were committed to the 
flames. "Within three days after this, the act of 
indemnity passed, and he was relieved from the 
necessity of further concealment. When subse- 
quently he was in the custody of the Serjeant at 
arms, it is supposed that his pardon was obtiuned 
by the intervention of some powerful friends." 
Whether the story of Davenant's assistance is 
authentic, I am not able to say. The house on 
the 13th of December ordered his release : but 
how long he remained in custody is not known. 
Eichardson says, that he lived in perpetucd terror 
qf^ being assassinated. It has been asserted, that 
MUlon was offered the place of Latin secretary 
to the king, an offer that it is obvious, he could 
not in honour or conscience accept, and that on 

9 In 1683 twenty-sCTen proposltiona from the -writinra of 
Milton, Hobbes, Bndianan, &c. were burnt at Osfora, ea 
destructive lo Church and Stale. This transaction ia cele- 
btat«d in Musie Anglicans, called Dccratnin Oioniense, 
vol. ill p. 180. 

Si similis quicunqne hsc Boripserit anotor, 

Fato Buccubnisset, eodemque aisetit igne : 
In media videas flamma crepitante cremari 
JUUlomm, ccBlo tenisque uuunabile uomen. 

w The most copious account of the circumstances attend- 
ing Milton's pardon ara in Kicbardson's Life, p. 86, &c. com- 
municated by Pope ; who is nlao the authority tor the assertion 
that Milton was offered the placo of Latin secretary to lie king. 
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his wife pressing his coinpliance, lie said, 'Thou 
arfr in the right, you as other women, would rida 
in jour eoach; for me, my aim is to !iv-e and dia 
an honest mam. 

In 1661 he pubhshed his 'Accidence comiaenced 
Grammar,' bending his great and comprehensive 
mind to the construction of those hiimbler works 
which he considered of advantage to education. 
He lived for a short time in Holbom, near Eed 
Lion Street, but soon removed to Jewin Street^ 
by Aldersgate. In I66i, the year previous to 
the great sickness, he married his third wife, 
Elizabeth Minshull, of a genteel family in Che- 
shire, a relation of his particular friend Dr. 
Paget," Mr. Todd considers it worthy of obseiv 
Tation, that Milton chose his three wives ont of 
the virgin state ; while Sheffield duke of Buck- 
ingham selected his three from that of widow- 
hood ; but what inference the learned biographer 
■would draw from their respective choices, is, fronx 
an entire ignorance on these subjects, to me un- 
known. Sheffield was probably looking out for 
a splendid jointure, and Milton for a gentle, vir- 
tuous, and attached companion. 

From some cause, of course too trilling to he 
known to us, probably from the numerous fluc- 
tuations of his fortune, Milton seems to have 

" The poet's wWow died at Nantwlch, in Cheshire, in 1727, 
having survived her huBhimd fifly-two years; her fnnerai 
Bermon, preached by the Bey. I. Kember, is pnhUahed. 'I 
remember,' says Dr. Newton, ' to liave haaid from a gentle- 
man 'who had eeen his ividow in CheEhire, that she liad baic 
o! this colour (golden tresses) : it is more probable that he 
intended a compliment to hi? wife in the drawing of Eve, aa 
he drew the portriut of Adajnaot without regard to his own 

The Aubrey MSS. say, she W1I5 a opntpol nprsnn. « nr 
and Bgreeaiile humour, v. Vol. iii 
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been extremely unsetfJed ia hia choice of a resi- 
dence. Soon after his marriage he lodged with 
Millinglon, the famous bcwk auctioneer, a man 
of remarkable elocution, wit, sense, and modesty. 
Eichardson says, that Milllngton was accustomed 
to lead his venerable inmate by the hand, when 
he walked the streets ; the person who acquainted 
Eichardson with this feet, had often met Milton 
abroad wifh his conductor and host. He agiun 
removed to a small house in Artillery Walk, lead- 
ing to Bunhill-fields, which. Philips says, waa bis 
last stage in this world, but it waa of many years' 
continuance, more perhaps than he had had in 
any other place besides. 

The plague bad now begun to rage in London, 
and liis young friend, Elwood the Quaker, found 
a shelter for him at Cbalfont-'^ in Buckingham- 
shire. 'It was on a visit at this place, that after 
some common discourses, says Elwood, had passed 
between us, he called for a MS. of his, which, ba- 
ing bi-ougbt, he delivered to me, bidding me take 
it home with me, and read it at my leisure : and 
when I had so done, return it to him with my 
judgment thereupon. When I came home, and 
set myself to read il, I found that it was that ex- 
cellent Poem, whieb he entitled Paradise Lost.' 
Prom this account it appears that Paradise Lost 
was complete in 1665, and Aubrey represents it 



12 See an engraving of iMa lionse in Dunster's edition of 
Pfimdise E^ained, and aa account in Todd's Life of Milton, 
p. 27s. 1 posses a. dramog of it made about five years since, 
by wliich it appeals, that a email part of it lias been taken 
down and altered. Elwood cnlls it n □rett}' box. Milton is 
Enpposed to have resided there from the summer of 1665, to 
the Mnrch or April of the following year. It appears that 
the plague reached even Chalfont, as may be seen by Iha 
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as finished about three years after the kintr'a 
restoration. Miiton describes himself as long 
dioosing and beginning iale the subject of his 
Poem, and when that was selected, it was at first 
wrought into a dramatic form, hke some of the 
ancient mysteries. There were two plans of the 
tragedy, both of which are preserved among the 
manuscripts in Trinity College, Cambridge; and 
which were printed, I believe, for the first time in 
Dr. Birch's Narrative of the Poet's Life." Such 
were the early and imperfect rudiments of Para- 
dise Lost! the slender materials which he pos- 
sessed in the story, and the splendid superstrae- 
tion which he raised upon it, may remind us of 
the passage, in which he has thrown over the 
simple language of the ancient prophets, a mag- 
nificent description of his own creation." Isaiah 
had said, ' that Lucifer sate upon the mount of 
the congregation, on the sides of the north.' 
The key-note was struck on the chords of the 
Hebrew lyre, and Milton instantly built up a 
palace for the feUen angel, equal in brilliancy 
and splendour to the cafitles of Eomance. He 
piled up its pinnacles from diamond quarries ; 
and hewed its towers out of rocks of gold. 



;At lenEth info the limits of iJie north 



The palace of great Lnc..^,, „„ ^^ 
That structure in Ihe dialect of men 
Interpreted; which not lone after hi 
Affecting all equality withGod, 
In imitatjoa of^that mount- whereon 



le I, Warton's Milton, p. 238. 
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How smtdl the spark that could kindle into a 
poetical flame in Milton's mind ! how quick the 
apprehension that eeized the slightest hint ! and 
Low rich and fertile the genius to improve what 
it possessed 1 Callimachus had (Hymn, Del. 
292) mentioned three Hyperhorean nymphs, who 
sent fruits to Apollo in Delos. The word ' Hyper- 
borean ' was sufficient. Instantly Milton converts 
them into British goddesses, and clothes them in 
a Pictish dress. Selden had mentioned that Apollo 
was worshipped in Britain ; Milton on those hints 
joins them to tlie Druids : 

' Hino qnotiea festo cingunl altaiio oantn 
Delo in herbosa GraiiB da more puelte 
Carminibus Imtis memorBiit Corineidn toxo, 
Falidlcamqua Upiti, cum flavicoma Hecaergo, 
Muda Caledoiiio variataa paotora fuco.' 

V. MoBsia, ver. 45. 

What extent of time was passed in the composi- 
tion of this great work is not with exactness 
known. Mr. Capel Lofft thinks that Milton began 
this poem in his forty-eighth year,* and finished 
it in his fifty-seventh. Philips says that he had 
the perusal of it from the very beginning, for some 
years, in parcels of ten, twenty, or thirty verses at 
a time ; and that his vein never happily flowed 
but from the autumnal equinox to the vernal, so 
that in all the years he was about the poem, he 
may be said to have spent about half his time 

» V. Preface 1o Loftl's MiltOE, p. xxriii. The Anbrey Let- 
ters (vol. iii. p. 447). 'His vena began at the anCumnal 
eqninoctinl, and ceaaefl at the vernal, or tliereabouta (I be- 
i; — -bout May); and this was four or five yeare of his doing 
i began about two yeais before the Ising came in, and 
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therein. Toiand ims^nea " that Philips was mis- 
taken with regard to the time, since Milton de- 
clared in hia Latin elegy that his poetic talent re- 
turned with the spring. 

'Fallor? anetiiobisredBunlinoarrainayires 
Ingeiiinmque mihi munare retis adest.' 

A fiiend of Millon's also mformed Toiand that 
Milton could never compose well but in the spring 
and autumn. He then poured out with great 
ease and fluency his unpremeditated verses. Dr. 
Johnson says, that there are no other internal 
notes of the time when the poem was written but 
the mention of the loss of his sight in the be^n- 
ning of the third book, and of the return of the 
King in the introduction to the seventh. 

Some diificulty was experienced in obtaining a 
license ; " and objections were made to particular 
passages, especially to the simile of the sun eclipsed 
in the first book. But it was at length granted, 
and he sold his copy to Samuel Simmons, April 
27, 1 GG7, for an immediate payment of five pounds, 
with a stipulation to receive five pounds more 
when thirteen hundred of the first edition should 
be sold. Again five pounds after the sale of the 
same number of the second edition, and another 
five pounds after the same sale of the third. 
None of the three editions were to be extended 

l« Birct'B Ijfe, p, Ivi. 

la Mr. Tomkina, chaplain to Archbishop Sheldon, was 
licenser. The ofSee of licenser, abolished by Cromwell, wiis 
restored by act of pttriinment in 1663. The press was placed, 
with reTerenCB to its different prodnctionB, under the judges, 
the officers of slate, and the archbishop of Canterbury. Poetry 
fell withm the prorinoe of the latter, v. Symmons's Life, p. 
521. Mr. C. Loffl says, ' That no nuumscript of the Para- 
dise Lost has been discovered, except that of the first book 
"ipied for the press, with the imprimatnr of the Biohbishop's 
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beyond fifteen liundred copies. Tlie first edition 
was of the poem in ten books, in amall quarto, 
which were advertised pl^nly and neatly bound, 
at the price of three shillings. The titles were 
varied in order to circulate the edition in 1667 " 
1668, 1669. Of these there were no leas than 
five. An advertisement and the arguments of the 
books were omitted in some copies, and insei-ted in 
others ; and from variations in the text, it would ap- 
pear that single pages were cancelled and reprinted. 
The sale gave him in two years a right to his 
second payment; for which the receipt was signed 
April 26, 1G69. The second edition waa not given 
till 1674, and was printed in small octavo, and 
the number of books was increased to twelve, by 
a division of the seventh and twelfth, with the in- 
troduction of a few connecting lines. He did not 
live " to receive the payment stipulated for this im- 



n the poem and tttles. Mr. Lofil observi 
•.^ u graat yenr in the aanals of our history; Ibr not only 
waa Paradise Lost published, bnt there -waa a > Statute nnssed 
for the emplOTment of poor priaoneis,' and a ' great step mndo 
m the art of dressing wool,' p. xxiv. Oftheefectoei&mAY- 
feresi cironmstanoes towards estaMishJDg the name and cha- 
racter which Britain holds among the nations, it Is difficult 
U> form an idea of any degree ol proportionate eslentj aa 
adequate ib impossible. It opens a vast arena in the bonndleaa 
Bwice of human perfectibility, t. Remarks by Tench Cose. 
' These clnatBring radiations of moral light may unit* man- 
kmd to the intaiigence of other ^tema unnumbered and 
unimagmed;' which clroamstanca, if it oome to pass, will 
open new mariiBta for the wool trade, and be of great advan- 
tage to the publishara of Paradise Lost. — ' Go thv ways 
Capel, the flower and qnlntessenoe of aU editora.' ' 

" tor an account of the editions, see C. Loflt's Preface, 
p. sxsv. Isi. and Todd's Life, p. 189—217. The number 
of hncB !□ Paradise Lost amount to 10,665. Dr. Symmona 
aays that Milton lived to receive the whole flfleon pounds for 
which he had stipulated; but see Todd's Life (first ed.) 
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pression. The tLird edition was publialied in 1 G78, 
and hia widow agreed with Simmons tlie printer 
to receive eight pounds as her right, and gave him 
a general release, dated April 29, 1681. Sim- 
mons covenanted to transfer the right for twenty- 
five pounds to Brabazen Aylmer, a hookseller, and 
Ajlmer sold to Jacob Tonson half of it, August 
17, 1683, and the other half Mai-ch 24, 1690, at 
a price considerably advanced. 

The sale, Johnson says, will justify the public: 
the call for boolis in Milton's age was not great. 
The nation had been satisfied from 1623 to 16G4 
with only two editions of the works of Shakes- 
peare, which probably together did not make a 
thousand copies." The sale of thirteen hundred 
copies in two years was an uncommon example 
of the prevalence of genius. Tet the demsmd did 
not immediately increase, for in eleven years only 
three thousand were sold : but the reputation and 
price of the copy still advanced ; ' till the revo- 
lution put an end to the secrecy of love, and 
Paradise Lost broke into open view with sufficient 
security of kind reception. 

Though the poem of Milton was above ^ the age 

p. 109. Concerning the plagiarisms of Callendec (who pab- 
liBhed the first book of MiUon- 1750) ftora the CJonnnentaiT 
of Fatriok Hume, 1696, see Blackwood's Mog. Ro. xxiv. p. 659. 

" Johnson, however, should have remembered that large 
impreBBions of Shakaspeare's Flays were always dttainable, 
in a separate and more commodions form, in 410. 

™ Tue poeta, oontemporary with Milton, were TValler, 
Suckling, Crfishaw, Denham, Lovelace, CoKley, Brome, 
Shartionie, Faneliaw, Davenant, besides those of inferior 
note. " Never any poet left a greater reputation behind him, 
than Mr. Cowley, while Uilton remuned obBcure, and knowu 
hnt lo lew, but yonr grace knows very well that the great re- 
patattoa of Ohwji did sol continue half a (entary, and that 
Milton's is now on the piiiiiflcle of the temple of fame." Uen- 
nia'B Letters Familiar, &c. p. 207. 
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on whicli it was bestowed (for such greatness of 
iDvention, such harmony of numbers, and such 
majesty of style had not then been seen united) ; 
yet admirers among men of learning and genius 
it undoubtedly had. Andrew Marvell and Bar- 
row, tJie physician,^ wrote some manly and spirited 
verses in its praise. Dryden'a lines of commend- 
alJon are known to all;^ and prabe in other 
booiis by authors of lower fame, has been disco- 
vered by the diligence of tbo commentators. In 
1688,^ the haDdsome folio edition was published 
under the patronage of I*ord Somera, and with 
the assistance of Atterbury^ and Dryden; in 
1682, it was translated into Dutch, and into 
Latin in 1 685, and ten years after, it appeared with 
a very curious and learned commentary by Patrick 
Hume. I sliall here take the opportunity of men- 

21 The following conplet ia Marvell Ims wonderfully pnz- 

' I too transported by the mode offend, 



See Lofft'B Miltoa, p. xlvi. lii. where 'most commend,' 'mia- 
commend,' 'bnt command,' are offered; whereas the sense 
ia perfectly clear. ' While I meant to praias ihee, must 
commend; i. e. mxat, [or ike lateoflAe rfyate, use the word 
' commend,' inBtead of ' praise,' which is tlie word I should 
olhermie hoes used. Even Bentley, in a MS. note in my 
copy, has erased ' muet,' and written ' most.' 

^ Dryden owned to Dennis, ' tliat when he adapted Mb 
Btate of innocence iVom Milton, he knew not half the extent of 
Milton's escellence.' v. Dmsis'i LeUen, Ifomi and Oilkal, 
1721, p. 76. 

25 See Todd's Lift p. 198-203 : there were five hnndrod and 
thirty snhaoriberB. See a list of the most eminent of them in 
Lofft'B Milton, p. xlix. 

M Atterbury said, ' that Se prepared the edition of Milton, 
usually calledLord Somers's — from a MS. note of his in an 
edition of Milton out of tlie hbraiy of Warburton.' y. Atkr- 
bury'i Worki, iv. p. 164. 
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tionijig the volumes published by Lauder, ' Auc- 
forum Miltono faeem prailucentimii ; ' and of re- 
marking (after having perused the poems which 
they contain) that litde doubt can be eatortained, 
but that Milton was acquainted with the Adamus 
Exsul of Grotius, and probably with the poetry of 
Eamsay and Masenius. Those who are curious 
on tJie subject may compare tJie poems of Ramsay 
with tJie description of the creation in the seventh 
book, and the drama of Grotius with the tempta^ 
tion in the ninths and, if familiar witli the kn- 
guage of Milton, they will find some resemblances ; 
but the chaise of plagiarism was unjust, and in- 
deed absurd. Milton's immense reading extended 
over the whole field of literature, and in every 
direction ; and it required all his learning, col- 
lected by painful study during the best years of 
his life, long deposited in his memory, and re- 
moulded by his genius, to build up his immortal 
poem. Where is there an extensive work of 
established reputation to be found, that is not evi- 
dently the result of long study, and assiduous 
labours ? Let us consider that his materials were 
a few verses in Genesis, and tliat the rest is created 
by his own imagination, supphed ' by industrious 
and select reading.' Thus the tributary stores 
from poets of every age and country were poured 
into his mind; and tbey were always returned 
with augmented beauty and lustre.^ We may 
say of liim, as a Roman critic said of Virgil; ' et 

23 NatalU DoniuJail Poema Heroicuni ie Bello Christi. 
MewaniE, 1614. Yen. 1616. Hoc vidit proenl dubio In 
Italia Miltonus, nihil es poeai sumtunts, at aliquid ex argu- 
mento, priesertim libri seoundi iu poema magnum ubi loquitur 
Sstana?, sequeiitium in alterum.' v. W. S. Iflndori Poe- 
mata, p. IBB. Thera is a Latin translation of a Tragedy of 
Baza's, bj T. laeomotus, called 'Abram from Moraa, or 
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judieio transferendi et modo iraltandi consecutus 
est, «t quod apud ilium legerimus alicnum, aut 
illius esae malimus, aut melius hie quam. ubi 
natum est, sonare miremur.' ^° 

An anecdote had long been current, which ori- 
ginally came from Richardson, that Sir John 
Denliani came into the Honse of Commons with a 
sheet of Paradise Lost, wet from the press, iu his 
hand, and being asked what it was, replied, ' Part 
of the noblest poem that was ever written in any 
age or language.'^ Such is the fadlity wilh 
which anecdotes that amuse or surprise, pass cur- 
rent from mouth to mouth,, that they need but a 
slender foundation to ensure belief. On exami- 
nation, it was discovered that Denham was never 
in Parliament; and consequently the whole story 
is an ingenious fiction. I shall conclude my re- 
marks ou the publication of the poem, by men- 
tioning that in an original edition, belonging to 
some gentleman who communicated the fact to 
the public, some rhyming lines were writlen ap- 
parently by a female hand, with these words at 
the conclusion, dictated by J. M. Mr. Todd 

Isaac Baaeemod,' A. D. 1597, which Jlilton is supposed to 
bare seen. v. IMlU'e ifeiaoirs, p. 528. 

28 V. Macrobii Snhira. lib. vi. c. I. 

27 I possess a cvirioua book, called a Kew Vocsioa of Pam- 
diso LMt^ or Milton poraphnised, io which the measnrB and 
versificatJon arc coirecteil and narmoni£cd, tlie obscurities 
elncldated, and the faults removed, by n gentleman of Oxford 
(Mr. Greon), in 1T06. It is one of the most ludicrously 
absurd books that I ever road. He says that he has intro- 
duced a noTBlty In this fersiou, by braang those fines Htcd read 
beat %eiit«r, ia'imitaiimi^tke (r^ofcfc in rSjfme. His notes are 
not leas curions than the text. My copy belonged to some 
person as eooentrio as the author, as appears Ev his MSS. 
notes in the margm. Ho lias had the book lettered—" Milton 
tiBTeatied surely." 
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williholds hi- dei.i'Mon a= fo llieir authenticity, 
chiefly on account ot the rhymes but Doctor 
SymmoDs, a less cautious cntie, has no doubt of 
their being the production of Milton. The sub- 
ject is ' Daybreik ' and a short extract will be 
sufficient fo en ible thu idmm-rs of Milton to form 
their opinion. 

' Whose pale-Bioed Regent, Cynthia, paler groics, 
To see harself puiBnadby oouquering foes, 
Yet dsFing Btaya hehind to gnaid the rear 
Of her black mmies, whither without fear 
They may retreat, till har nlteraate course 
Bring her about again with calhed force. 
^[li! how the Lion's tBrror loud procliums 
The gladsome tidings of day's gentle beams, 



Tliree years after Paradise Lost was ^yen to 
the world, Milton published the History of Eng- 
land,'^ comprising the tale of Geoffrey of Mon- 
mouth, continued only as far as the Norman in- 
vasion. The first copies were mutilated by the 
licenser, who expunged aU the passages that re- 
flected on the conduct of the long parliament, and 

27 Sen Todd's Ijfe, first ed. p. 91, (be soma lines called 
Lavinia walking in a frosty morning, p. 104 ; for a sonnet 
— =ten at Chalfont, which the critics are willing lo at " ' 

le from a 
got, p. 286.) 

SB Milton, in his History of England, seems to have used 
Spenaar'e Chronicle of the British Kings, as a kind of clue 
to direct hhn through so dark and perplexed a subject. Ho 
plainly copies Spenser's order and disposition, whom he 
quotes ; and almost transcrilws Irom him the story of Laar, 
of mudi however as the differance between proEO and verse 
will admit Milton's history is an admirable comment on 
this part of Spenser, which is taken from the first part of 
HardVnr'' "'" — '"'" ~ "' "■ " " ~ "'" 
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of tlie Jiew diurcli governmeni; Toland hm egre- 
gioualy misrepresented the facts connected with 
this suppression. He called it an exposure of 
the suj^erstition, pride, and cunnii^ of the Popish 
monks in the Saxon times, and stated that, it was 
suppressed by the licensers, because they thought 
what was siud of the monks was meant to apply 
to Charles the Second's bishops, though it related 
solely to the republican assembly of divines ; but, 
as the Bishop of Salisbury^ observes, Toland ' very 
iil digested such an account of the liberty and 
religion of his favourite republic. Milton gave a 
copy of these remarks to the Earl of Anglesea, 
which were published in 1661, with a prefiwe, 
and have since been inserted in their proper plaee. 
The six books which Milton executed appeared 
in 1C70. Of the passages then suppressed, but 
since 1738 always accompanying llie History, it 
appears that some learned persons have doubted 
the authenticity.*" This work has received, as is 
well known, the praise of Worburton, who stud 
' It Is written with great simplicity, contrary 1t( 
his custom in his prose writings, and is the better 
for iL But he sometimes rises into a surprising 
grandeur in the sentiments and expressions, as at 
file conclusion of the second book ; I never saw 
any thing equal to this, but the conclusion of Sir 



*9 See ' Proteatnnt TTnion,' by T. Bm^ees, Bishop of Salis- 
bury, p. xlii. Richfirdaon says ' the castrated^ part was a 
sort of digresMon, oml was esnuDged to avoid ^viiig offence 
to a party quite Eubdned, and whose fanlts the Eovernment 
WHS then willing to have fbreotten.' See Life, p. xlvi. Mr. 
Hollis'a biogcapRer (Arohd. BlaekbnrnB) is as nnwllling as 
Tohind to admit this passage in its real sense; and most 
absurdly turns it against the Popiaft clergy, y. JHem, p. 48i. 

M See Todd's Life of Milton, p. 210; and Dibdin's IJbrary 
Companion, p. 201 (1824). 



»i..,Goo^lf 



Ixxsii LU-E OF MILTON. 

Walter Ealeigli's History of the World.'=i The 
thiiij book opens with a comparison drawn be- 
tween the unsettled state of the Britons, after the 
desertion of the Bomans, and the condition erf the 
country under Cromwell and the Presbyterian 
government. The parallel is forced info its place 
by the indignation of the writer ; and severely 
has lie chastised the hypocrisy, the selfishness, the 
rapacity, the ignorance of the leaders, and the in- 
justice and weakness of the government. He fol- 
lows up his first blow at the ' statists,' by an equally 
powerful attack on the unprincipled gi-eediness 
and baseness of the Presbyterian clergy, ' who exe- 
cute their places like children of the devil, un- 
faithfully, unjustly, unmercifully, and, where not 
corruptly, stupidly.' The whole passage is written 
with eloquence, — feeit indignatio versum. In 
one part, he evidently alludes to himself, — 'They 
who were ever faithfullest to their cause, and 
freely aided them in person and with their sub- 
stance, when they durst not compel either, shghted 
and bereaved after their just debts, by greedy 
sequestrations, were tossed up and down after 
miserable attendance from one committee to ano- 
ther, with petitions in theii' hands, yet either 
missed the obtaining of their suit, or though it 
were at length granted (more shame and j'cason 
ofttimes extorting from them at least a show of 
justice), yet, by then: sequestrators and subcom- 
mittees abi-oad, men for the most part of insatia- 
ble bounds and noted disloyalty, these orders were 
commonly disobeyed,' &c. This is part of the 
passage that was suppressed by the licenser in 
1670, and was first separately printed in 1681. 
In 1G71, Milton published Paradise Ecgained 

ai See Birch's Life, p. Isvili. 
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and Samson Agonistes."^ The former poem he 
showed to his friend Elwood. ' This,' said he, ' is 
owing to j-ou, fgr you pot it into my head, by the 
questions you put to me at Chalfont, which other- 
wise I had not thought of.' When it was ac- 
counted inferior to the Paradise Loat, Philips 
says, ' he could not hear with patience any such 
thing when related to him,' It appears to me, 
that these poems are so dissimilar in their struc- 
ture and purpose, that no comparison can be 
usefully or justly instituted between them. That 
the Paradise Lost excels in variety of invention, 
in splendour of imagery, in magnificent thoughts 
and delineations, and in grandeur and sublimity 
of description, no doubt can be entertained ; but 
the latter poem is finished with equal caie, and 
as perfect in another style ; the reasoning oJear, 
the ai^ument close and weighty, the expression 
most select and chosen, the vei-sification liarmo- 
nious, differing in structure from that of the former 
poem, but admirably in unison with the subject. 
The language, as in the poetry of Lucretius, 
always moves closely with the argument, and waits 
attentively upon it ; plain and sunple, where plain 
sense and simple sentiments only were required ; 
while there are not wanting passages thai, rising 
into the greatest beauty, and adorned with the 
richest fancy, it would be difBcult to surpass even 
in Paradise Lost. There is a severe and noble 
beauty in the structure and expression of the dia- 
logue, that has always appeared to me to have im- 
bibed the spirit of the Grecian stage, as felt in 
the most perfect and finished of its productions ; 
where the boldest conceptions, and the most re- 
s' Langbaine observee, tlmt Dryden has transferred several 
thongto from Samson Agtmistsa to his Am^ngzebe. See 
Dram. Poets, p, 157. 370. 
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fined beaaties, are all seen in strict Iiarmony with 
the progressive developement of the plan, dl con- 
tributing to the necessary uniformity of impres- 
sion, and all obedient to the control of the poetic 
mind that created them. That the name of this 
poem should differ so widely from its argument, and 
tliat Paradise should be regained by 3ie tempta- 
tion in tlie wilderness alone, I do not know, ex- 
cept from the peculiarity of Milton's religious 
opinions, how satasfeotorily to explain.'* It is 
supposed that it was written while he was at Chai- 
fout, though not published till five yetffs after. 
Of the Samson Agonistes it must he observed, 
that the plot is not skilfully arranged, and that 
many of the lyrical measures are totally destitute 
of any intelligible rhythm, but it must ever be 
considered as one of the noblest dramas in our lan- 
guage, lie moral sentiment, its pathetic feeUng, 
its noble and dignified thoughts, its wise and 
weighty maxims, its severe religious contempla- 
tions, clothed in rich and select language, and 
adorned with metaphor and figure, give a sur- 
prising elevation to the whole. Warburton con- 
sidered it 'as a perfect piece, and as an imitation 
of the ancients, having, as it were, a certain 
gloominess intermixed with the sublime (the 
subject not very difiei-ent, the fall of two heroes 
by a woman) which shows more serenely in his 
Paradise Lost,' It is creditable to the taste and 
judgment of Pope that he did not adopt Atteiv 
bur/s suggestion of reviewing and polishing this 
piece. SWson would have been twice shorn of 

" See Nloeron Mi^ra. dea Hommea HI. torn. x. p. i[. 
p. 110. It was the doctrina of Feter Lombard, and the old 
divines, that the immediate consequence of Christ's victory 
over tho temptation in the wiidernoss, wna the diminntion of 
the flpiritaal power, and Ihe previously allowed dominion of 
Satan on the earth. 
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his locks, and sunk info a modem son of Isra«l ; 
and Pope would have failed on the same ground, 
where his Master Dryden had fallen before him. 

To that multiplicity of attainments, and extent 
of comprehension (saya Johnson), that entitled 
this great author to our venei-ation, may be added 
a kind of humble dignity which did not disdain 
the meanest service in Hterature. The epic poet, 
the controvertist, tlie politician, having already 
descended to accommodate cliildren with a book 
of tudimenls, now, in the last year of his life, 
composed a book of logic for the instruction of 
students in philosophy; and pubhshed 'Artis 
Logicte plenior institutio ad Petri Rami Metho- 
dom Concinnata.' Of this hook there was a second 
edition called for in the following year; it has 
never been translated, and is the only production 
of Milton, that I confess' I have never had the 
leisure or the curiosity to read. 

In 1673 his 'Treatise of true Eeligion, Heresie, 
Schism, Toleration, and what best means may be 
used against the growth of Popery,' was pub- 
lished. His principle of toleration is agreement 
in the sufficiency of scripture : and he extends it 
to all who profess to derive their opinions from 
the sacred writings. The Papists, appealmg to 
other testimonies, are not to be tolerated; for 
though they plead conscience, ' we have no war- 
rant, he says, to regard conscience, which is not 
founded on scripture,' He ■considers a diligent 
perusal of tlie Bible as the best preservative 
against the error of the Popish church, and he 
warns men of all professions, the countryman, 
the tradesman, the lawyer, the physician, the 
statesman, not to excuse themselves by their much 
business from the studious reading of the Bible. 
The object of MUton in this treatise was to form a 
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'general Protestant iidion' against the church of 
Rome, which he calls tlie 'common adversary,' 
not by aoy compromise of the peculiar tenets of 
the Protestant seets, but by a liberal, and com- 
prehensive toleration grounded on the principle 
of making the Bible the rule of faith. ' En-or, 
he says, is not heresy,' and he determines no- 
thing to be heresy, but a wilful alienation fi-om, 
or addition to the scriptures. God, he says, will 
fissuredly pardon all sincere inquiries afler truth, 
though mistaken in some points of doctrine ; and 
speaking of the founders, or reviewers of such 
opinions in past times, he adds, that God having 
made no man infallible, hath pardoned their in- 
Toluntary errors. Such, in the closing evening 
of his life, were llie last thoughts of a pious, a 
icamed, and a powerful mind, on a question 
connected with the preservation of true religion ; 
a century and a lialf has closed, since this work 
was written against the 'worst of superstitions, 
and the heaviest of God's judgment^ Popery,' 
and it has lately been republished by a moat emi- 
nent and learned Prelate, to exhibit the solidity 
of its arguments, and to prove the unimpeachable 
piety of tlje author. 

In 1673, the same year in wliich the above- 
named treatise appeared, Milton reprinted his ju- 
venile poems, with additions, and some few cor- 
rections, accompanied with the Tractate on Edu- 
cation. That his Latin poems were not received 
with greater applause by the foreign scholars, has 
always been matter of astonishment to me. If 
some mistakes in quantity shocked tlie learning 
of Salmasius, or offended the taste of Heinsius,** 



" T. Warton says that N. Iloiiisiu; Imd no taste in poetry. 

[liffer decidedly from this ' ' ' - " " '"- 

qutuutance yi'Kh tiis ivorks. 



J differ decidedly from, tbb opinion, from a 
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we must recollect that they are but few anil un- 
important, while they are well compensated by a 
vigour of espression, a beautjpof allusion, a fer- 
tility of imagery, and a truly poetical conception. 
Though Milton has formed his taste on the best 
models, and drawn his langu^e from the purest 
sources, his poems are not faded ttanacripta, or 
slavish imitations of the ancients.'* I know not 
where the scholars of the continent could have 
gone for more beautiful specimens of modern 
poetry than his First Elegy, and the Address to 
his Father ; and has Lucretius himself ever clothed 
the bare and meagre form of metaphysical specu- 
lations in a robe of greater brilliancy, or adorned 
it with more dazzling jewels of poetry than in 
the following lines? who, that reads the argu- 
ment, could have anticipated the change it under- 
went as it passed through the poet's mind. 
DE IDEA PLATOSICA QUEJIADJIODUM 

AEIST0TELE3 ISTELLEXIT. 
Dicibs, BdCTOrum prsraiiles nemoram dece, 
Tuque, o nOTSnl perbeata naminia 
Memoria mater, quaique in ImmeDEO procal 
Antro recumbis otiosu JUtemitos, 
Moimmenti Bcryans, et rntas leges JovJs, 

a commentator on tta ictfiB peelt of finer tnste or liappiec 
akilL Bentley over and otot again calls bira, ' elegantissi- 
mus.' ' Solertisaimo iugenio^-et critica et poeaoa laude no- 
bilis.' Bnnnan Pierson (that admiiablB ecnoiiir), Wakefield, 
and others, bear tlie strongest teBtimoD;^ to his taste and sliill. 
De Pny says, 'Beiasiua delicatuloa veneres, et lepores cum 
singulari T&tate et dootrina conjunsit.' v. Pnteani Vitam, 
p. HO, ito. His I/tttin poema are elegant and correct, bnt TOry 
uiferior to Milton's in fertility of invention, and poetical feeling. 
8« Thepoeta of Great Britwn who have excelled in the com- 
position of Latin verse might be thus arranged : Buchanan, 
Ifllton, T. May, Gray; and in the second otder^ Addison, 
V. Bourne, and Anstcy. Cowley possessed a facility of ver- 
flifioatiOR, bnt his poetry is neither classical in its conception, 
nor correct in " '"" 
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CteliquB fastoe, atque ephetneridas deflm, 

QnJB ille priraos, ciyns ex ima^ne 
isatnm eolerfl finxit hnmanum genus, 
Jltemus, Incorniptus, Egmerns polo, 

Sen Bempitenras ille siderum comes 
Cceli parerrat ordines decaniplicis, 
Cifiraamva term inciilit lunic globum; 
Sire inter ntiiinaB corpus adituras sedeas 
ObllTioana toipet a& Lethes nquas; 
Sive in remota forte terrnmm plaea 
Inofldit, ingens hominia arohetypus gJgas, 
Et iia tremandus erigit celjum caput, 
Atlanto major portitore sidonim. 
Iq 1674, the last year of his laborious and 
hononrable life, he published his familiar letters 
in Latin; to which he added some clever and 
pleasing academical exercises ; and his long and 
splendid list of contributions to literature ended 
with a translation of the Latin declaration of the 
Poles in fiivour of John the Third. Some doubts, 
however, have been entertained as to this transla- 
tion having proceeded from the pen of Mihon ; but 
as they turn entirely on the internal evidence of 
the style, they can admit of no perfect solution.^' 

Milton had long been a sufferer by the gout, 
which had now, with the advance of age, greatly 
enfeebled his constitution. Considering that his 
life was about to close,'' he mformed his brother 

l» Milton left In MS. a brief History of Mosoovia, and of 
the other less known countries, lying eastward of Eussia as 
far as Cathay, printed in 1688. OuTiis tract conoerajng the 
militio, 1642, 410. unnoticed by tbe biographem, see Todd's 
Life, (first ed,) p. 127. In a collection of poems by C. Gil- 
doD, 16»2, 12mo, p. B3, is Jnhi Maznriiii Cardlualis epitaphiom 
nuctorc Joanne Hilton, y. State Poems, i. 58. Mr. Godwin, 
In his Life of Philips, p. l&O, has mentioned a poem attributed 
to Milton, in State Poems, IflST, m which is— 'Noah be d— d.' 

«' ' He would be very ehearfal avoa in liis goute (itts, and 
smg: He died of the goute struck in, tho 9 or 10 Kovember, 
1674, as appears by his "Apothecaries' books.'" Auireti 
Lea. iii. M9, •'' 
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Chi-istopher thai he mshed to dictate to him the 
distribution of his property. He died hy a quiet 
and silent expiration, on Sunday the 8th of No- 
vember,^ at his house in Bunhill Fields, in the 
sixty-sixth year of his age. He was buried next 
his father in the chancel of St. GUes, Cripple- 
gate, attended, as Toland informs us, ' by all his 
learned and great friends in London, not without 
a friendly concourse of the vulgar.' 

The original stone laid upon the grave of Mil- 
ton was removed not many years after his inter- 
ment ; and no memorial of the Poet's fame ex- 
isted in tlie church in which he was huried,"' till 
by Mr. Whithread's munificence, a marble bust, 
and tablet, recording the date of his hirlh and 
death were erected in the middle aisle. To the 
author of Paradise Ijost a similar tribute of respect 
was paid in 1737, by Mr. Auditor Benson ; and his 
monument, adorned with a bust, was placed at the 
expense of that gentleman in Westminster Abbey. 
Thus -was Milton's wish, though late, fulfilled : 

'Ele moos artnsliventi motto aolntos 

Ciiraret parva componi molliter urna. 

Forsitan ot nostros ducat do mttimoro Tultus.' 

MifnsuSj ver. 90. 

When the inscription, written by Attorbury, to 
the memory of John Philips, was exhibited to 
Dr. Spratt, then Dean of Westminster, he refused 
to admit it, because the Poet was i-aid to be ' soh 
MOtono secundus.' This anecdote was related to 
Johnson hy Dr. Gregory. Sudi has heen the 
"JobiiBon says, about the lOth. of Ni.Teniber and Mr 
Hayley on ths IBUi; bnt Mr. Todd has asctrtamed the 
exact data from a reference to the register of St fiilos a 



39. See also Apjieadix. 
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change of opinion, he added, that I have eeeu 
erected in the church the statue of that man, 
whose name I oace knew considered as a pollu- 
tion of its walls. 

Milton, in his youth, is said to have been emi- 
nently handsome. He -was called the Lady of Ma 
college-'" His completion was fresh and fair." 
His hair, which was of a hght brown, was parted 
in front, and hung down upon his shoulders. He 
was of a moderate stature, or rather below the 
middle size. His eyes were of a grayish colour ; 
and when he was totally deprived of eight, he 
says that they did not betray the hiss. His voice 

« Salmasins says ' Tn qnem olim ItaU pro fiemiji& hubne- 
rnnt' Salmaa. Eesp. p. 33, in his Prolusiones Acad. p. 133, 
he BBTB of MmsBlf, 'A qnibnsdam audm, nnper dmunu, &0. 

<l On tlie portraits of MUton oonanlt Toda's Life {second 
Bd.), p. 235—2*0 i to which I add, that I once saw a pm- 
tndt of Milton at Lord Braybrooico's, Andley-&id, in the 
mdlev (with a laeard); lliat I aiso saw one of hhn, when 
lonae, at Lord ToHnshend'a ai Eainhom, but many years 
(such years 1 1 ) have passed, and I cannot recoUeot any P^ 
ticulars. Cbaries Lamb, Esq. possesses an ongmal p(^t, 
letl bv his brother, and aooidently botwht m London. 
Conid a portrait of Milton be in worthier hands ?--Consnlt 
aiso T. WmIob's Milton, p. 381. As regards Im portaait by 
W. Marshall, prefixed to his Foems (and which SaJmasiua^ 
not dislike), he says, in his Defensio contra Morum, Tn 
effiriem mihi dissfinilimam pKefisam Poematibus -vidisti. 
arTrero si impulsu et ambitione librarii, me impento Soalp- 
Si, proptereh qnod in urba alius eo tempore belh non erat, 
in fehri scalpeoduro permisi, id me negleiisse pohns earn 
rem arguebat, cnjus tn mihi nuniuio cnltnm objio;^ v. 
Prose ft'orks, v. p. 303; but Moms had drawn a differant 
conclusion. 'An deformitatem tjbi vitio Terlecem, qm 
ielhrn etiam eredidi masime, poatguam, Mipn^axm Poe~ 
matSm cmmtula^ mo«™ illamvldif Salmasim »epn«^ 
him with the ioas of his beauty. ' Malo nato m^nam partem 
tniB nnichritodiujs dBperiiase, pro eo so debeo, doleo: nam in 
ocnlis maiime viget ao valet fimnEBdeons, qmd Itali nnno 
of 
by 
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and ear were musical. He was vigorous and 
active, delighting in the exercise of the sword. 
Of his figure in hia declining days, the following 
sketch has been left by Kichardson. — An ancient 
clergyman of • Dorsetshire, Dr. Wright, found 
John Mihon in a small chamber hung with rusty 
green, sitting in an elbow chair, and dressed 
neatly in black ; pale, but not cadaveroas ; his 
hands and fingers gouty, and with chalk-stones. 
He used also to sit in a gray coarse cloth coat, at 
the door of his house near Bunhitl Fields, in warm 
sunay weather, to enjoy the fresh air. And so, 
ae well as in hia room, he received the visits of 
people of distinguished parts, as well as quality." 
His domestic habits were those of a severe and 
temperate student. He drank little wiae, and 
fed without any luxurious dehcaey of choice. In 
his youth, he studied till midnight ; but warned 
by the early decay of sights and hia disordered 
health, he afterwards ctLanged his hours, and 
rested in bed^' from nine till four in sun 
and five in the winter months. If at these hours 
he was not disposed to rise, be had a person by 
his bedside to read to him>' When be had risen, 
he had a chapter in the Hebrew Bible read to 
him, and then studied iJll twelve. He then took 
some exercise for an hour in his garden, dined, 



« Richardson's Life of Milton, 173i p. ir, 

** The bed on which Milton died was pvea 

Hollis So Akenside the poet, 'who was delighted w 

preseat. See Hoilis's Hemou^, p. 113. 
** Milton had taught liis two yotingar danghleis 

-,e exaotlj the Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Italia- ' 

'vannh fi'.ih.^iif i. >^ de^st^nding *'^'- .*'^""!".- 

broidery, te. Elwood, Ed. Philip! 
him. He used to eay, in his dang 



»i..,G00^lf 



Xcii LIFE OF MItTON. 

played on the organ, and eitlier sang himself, or 
made his wife sing, who had a good voice, though 
not a muaical ear. He then again studied till 
eix; entertained his visitors^ till eight; and 
supped upon olives, or some light thing,'" and 
after a pipe of tobacco, and a glass of water, went 
to bed. That Milton and his wife used to dine 
in the"titclien, as appears in the affidavit of their 
maid-servant, Mary Fisher, I suppose might be 
owing to the homely and simple custom of the 
times among plain people, and cannot be adduced 
as a raaik of poverty or meanness. 

He composed much in the night and morning, 
and dictated in the day, sitting obliquely in au 
elbow chair, with his leg thrown over the arm. 
Fortune, as Johnson observes, appears not to 
have had much of his care. He lost, by diffi;rent 
casualties, about four thousand pounds : yet his 
wants were so few, and his habits of life so uncx- 
pensive, that he was never reduced to indigence. 
He sold his library before his death," and left his 

« ' He was viBltcil by fhe learned, mnoh more than ha did 
desire.' v. AnbrevLett- iii. p- 443. 'ForelgnersCHineniocli 
to see him, and adinired him, and offered to hira great pre- 
ferments to come over to aiem; and the only inducement of 
iefertil foreigners Uiat came over, was to see 0. Protector and 
Mr J. Milton : and ironld see the toiwe and chamber where he 
was boni. He was much moro admired abroad than at home.' 

« It was when he was infinn and aioli, that he afldressed 
hie wife, as Mary Fisher tells us she overheard ' Who hav- 
ina provided something for deceased's dinner Tvliich he verj- 
welf liked, he spake to hia said wife, these or the like words, 
as near as this deponent can remember. " God have mercy, 
Bettv. I see thou wilt perfoiro according to thy promise, in 
profiling me such dishes aa I think fit while I l^e ; and when 
IdicthSaknowest Ihave left thee all.'" initonhadtwo 
servant-muds, Mary and Elizabeth Fisher. See his Will, 
His man-servant was B. Green. Sea Milton's Agreement m 

« ^e is said to have boirowed fifty pounds of Jonathan 
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■widow about fifteen iuadred pounds. Fenton 
says, 'Though he abode in the heritage of op- 
pressors, and th.e spoils of the countrj lay at his 
feet, neither liis conscience, nor bis honour could 
stoop to gather them.' 

It has been agreed by all, that he was of an 
equal and cheerful temper, and pleasing and in- 
structive in conversation. His daughter said, ' her 
father was delightful company, the Ufo of the 
eonTersation ; and that, on account of a flow of 
subject, and an unaffected cheerfulness and civil- 
ity.' Richardson says, 'that Milton had a gravity 
in his temper, not melancholy, or not till the lat- 
ter part of his life ; not sour, nor morose, or iU 
natured, but a certain serenity of mind, a mind 
not condescending to httle things ; ' and Aubrey 
adds, ' that he was satirical.' 

His Uterature was unquestionably immense ; 
his adversaries admitted that he was the most 
able and acute scholar living. With the He- 
brew, and its two dialects, he was well ac- 
quainted 5 in the Greek, Latin, Italian, French, 
and Spanish langaages, he was eminently skilled, 
In Latin, his knowlei^e was such as to place 
him in the first rank of writers and critics. His 
Italian sonnets have been praised eveii by Italians. 
He himself relates that his round of study and 



not Vfithout much difficnltj', as his ciroumstanoea w._ . . 
low. Mr. Hartop wonid have declined receiving it, but I 



heirs he left could not make a right use ot it, Bi 

thought he might sell it more Icp their advautage than they 

could be able to do themselres.' v. Life, 112. 
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reading was ceaseless; and that his life had 
not been unexpensivo in learning and voyaging 
about. The classical books, in which he most 
delighted, were Homer, whose two poems, To- 
land says, he could ahnost repeat without book, 
Ovid's * Metamorphoses, and Euripides ; his copy 
of the Iatt«r poet, with some critical observations 
in the margin, is now, I believe, in the posses- 
sion of Sir Henry Hal&rd.t Loni Charlemont 
possessed hia Lycophron, in which some critical 
remarks were made. Aa a further proof of the 
dihgenee and exactness with which he read books 
of not common occun-ence, I shall mention, that 
I have seen a copy of the Sonnetti of Varchi that 
belonged to him, in which the most curious ex- 
pressions, and the more poetical passages were 
underlined, and marked with extraordinary care. 
He is said to hare read Plautus repeatedly, in 
order 'to rail with more choice phrase at Saima- 
sius.' Plato and Demosthenes are supposed to 
have been his favourite authors in Greek prose ; 
and among the Roman historians, he has decreed 
to Sallust" the palm of superiority. His skill ia 
Eabbinical literature, in which he has not been 
followed by his commentMors, was unusually 
great. Of the English poets, it is said he set 
most value on Spenser, Shakespeare, and Cowley. 

• Deborah, his daughter, informed Dr. Ward, that 'Isaiah, 
Homer, and Ovid, we ' •■- - ■ - 

to read to their iiill 
' Ovidins poetarnm el 

1 T. Warton has traced this book from its possessor. 
Bishop Hare, in 1740, lo Mr, Cradook, who bequeathed it 



"8 See liis Latin Lettera (ed. 1674), p. BS. 
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Spenser ** waa apparently his favourite. Johnson 
eeems Burprised at his approbation of Cowley, a 
poet whose ideas of excellence are so different 
from his own ; these are facts for which it is diffi- 
cult to account; Scaliger preferred Statins to 
Virgil; and who would have supposed that Ku- 
bens could have said, if te were not Eubens, he 
would wish to be Poelemberg, 

That Milton read tie works of those dramatic 
poets who were the contemporariea or snccessora 
of Shakespeare, is evident, from his having trans- 
planted some of their beautiful expressions into 
his works : and he mentions in his Apology for 
Smectymnus, that he was much enamoured of 
romances in his youth. His character of Dryden 
was, that he was a good rhyinist, but no poetj 
for we may well suppose that the charms of Dry- 
den's poetry possessed few attractions for hia mind- 
There was nothing in it lofty or imaginative enough 
for one, who had been used to delight in richer 
creations of fancy, to listen to wilder melodies, to 
gaze upon more magnificent visions, and to repose 
amid the bowers of paradise. In Dryden's pages 
of satire, and in his pictures of society, there were 
no visionary shadows, no gorgeous colors brought 
from fairy land, no harps or hallelujahs of adoring 
saints, no swellings of unearthly music, no pur* 
pureaJ gleams of passing wings, none of the 
glories of romance, and none of the terrors of the 
Apocalypse. 

The political opinions of Milton were those of 



> 'MiUon acloiowletod to me that SpBnse 
;inal.' v. Dryden's Pref. to his Fables, p. jx 
uteaal, p. 126. Pcarce says, ' thflt he could ] 
itley, "a hnndrecl -words (I'believe) in Milton 



10 author before him." ' 
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a thorough republican, which Johnson thinks was 
founded on an envious hatred of greatness, and a 
sullen desire of independence. This eonclusioa 
is so uDcharitable and unjust, tiiat it must recoil 
with injury on hint who made it. No one can 
read Milton's writings, or contemplat* his life, 
without being persuaded that his first desire was 
the freedom, and through that, the happiness of 
his country. Other great and good men were 
republicans as well as Milton ; and who amid the 
difficulties of those evil days, was to direct his 
line of conduct so clearly as to say, that no other, 
course could be pursued with innocence and safety? 
I am not called upon to express an opinion as to 
the justice of the cause which he espoused, but 
I am bound to vindicate his character from Ihe 
charge of being influenced in his great patriotic 
exertions by any feelings but those of a good and 
elevated nature. Men of roost enlightened minds, 
of most inflexible virtue, of the most devoted at- 
tacliment to their country, were seen opposed to 
each other in the senate and the field. There was 
a great and complicated question before them, 
the dangers and ditficulties of which thickened as 
it advanced : good and brave men looked on it in 
diflTerent shades of sorrow or of hope, according to 
their tempers or habits of thought ; and that which 
Milton contemplated as the bright dawnmg of a 
more glorious day, came lowering with such clouds 
and darkness, as to sink the virtuous heart of 
Falkland even to despair. 

Harrington '° had observed, 'that the troubles 
of the times were not to be attributed wholly to 
wilfulness or faction, neither to the misgovern- 
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meEt of tie prince, nor the stubbornness of the 
people, but to a change in the balance of pro- 
perty, which since Henry the Seventli's time had 
been daily falling into the scale of the commons, 
from that of the king, and the lords ; ' thus, as a 
sensible and temperate writer obaerves, the opu- 
lence and independence of the commons tended 
to produce a popular government, and the intro- 
duction of mercenary armies to aggrandize the 
crown. Hence the contest between the king and 
the people, the one to extend his prerogative, the 
other to augment their privileges. The petition 
of rights collected the grievances of the nation 
into one view, and stated the acknowledged limits 
of the prerogative, and the undisputed rights of 
the people," Putting aside all favorite and par- 
tial views, and looking at the question with an 
equal indlSerence, it may be said, that all must 
have seen the necessity of amending the manner 
in which the government was conducted, what 
wonder if some objected even to the form? The 
dispute in fact, as Dr. Balguy observes, was a 
conflict between governors who ruled by will, not 
by law ; and subjects who would not suffer the 
law itself l« control their actions. Milton might 
have despaired (for he had no example at home 
before him) of seeing that limited and legal mo- 
narchy, which we never possessed till the reign 
of the Stuarts had passed away : and which for 
the first time erected the safety of the throne, on 
the secured liberty of the subject, and the invio- 
lable sanctity of the laws. Periods like the one 
we are contemplating, occasionally recurring, and 
long and secretly prepared, produce, when they 
arrive, great ferment and desire of change in 
tlie minds of men ; nor must we too severely 
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blame those who, in the ardour of hope, aspire to 
a perfection that human institutions have never 
rea<!hoii, and who, disgusted with the real abuses 
of the past, would turn to tie imaginary advaa- 
tages of the future. Milton wished for a re- 
public, best securing, as he thought, the liberty 
and happiness of the people ; great then was hia 
indignation, when he saw the Presbyterian synod 
throw away surplice and cope, and yet put on all 
but the old episcopal robes ; and the man of ' little 
less than divine virtue,' tiie father of his country, 
the leader of her armies, the most glorious of her 
citizens, the founder and protector of her liberty; 
him who had despised the name of king for ma- 
jesty, yet more majestic ; * whom God manifestly 
fevoured, that he was in all things his helper ! 
when he saw this bold imperious usurper put off 
the Puritan's cloak, lay down his battered breast- 
plate, and ' stepping on the neck of crowned 
fortune,' take possession of the empty throne. 
He hated popery, as it was slavish, ignorant, an- 
tichristian, and idolatrous: deep therefore was 
his soiTow, when he spoke of the dissoluteness of 
a returning court, of a queen in most likelihood 
outlandish and a Papist, and a queen mother 
with their sumptuous court, and numerous train. 
In disappointment and disgust ho turned away 
from sights like these, to contemplate the ex- 
ample of the United Provinces, which he calla 
a potent and flourishing republic ! 

The biographers of Miilon, when speaking of 
his family, have mentioned his brother Chris- 
topher, and his sister Anne, It appears, by a 
more diligent inquiry, that the names of two 

• Such a 

and the titles givea U 
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otter sisters, Tabitlia and Sarah, are mentioned in 
lie baptismal register, and the death of Sarah 
only is recorded. Christopher was a royalist^ 
and after his brother's death became a judge- 
In the rebellion he compounded for his estate, 
the tine levied npon him being two hundred 
pounds. He long resided at Ipswich, and in a 
neighbouring village, and was buried in the porch 
of St. Nicholas, in March, 1692. He was knight- 
ed by James the Second. Philips says Of him 
that he was a person of a modest and quiet 
f«mper, preferring justice and virtue before all 
worldly pleasure and grandeur, but that in the 
beginning of the reign of James the Second, for 
his known integrity and ability in law, he was by 
Bome persons of quality recommended to the 
king, and at a call of Serjeants received the coif, 
and the same day was sworn one of the Barons of 
the exchequer ; and soon after made one of the 
judges of the Common Pleas ; but his ycai^ and 
indisposition not well brooking the fatigue of 
public employment, he continued not long in 
either of these stations, but, having his ' Quietus 
est,' retired to a country life, his study and devo- 
tion. This is the pereon whom Dr. Symmona 
calls an ' old dotard.' Toland's account of him 
cerlainly is less favourable : he says, " that he was 
of a very superstitious nature, and a man of no 
parts or ability, and that James, wanting a set of 
judges that could declare his will to he superior 
to our legal constitution, appointed him one of 
the Barons of exchequer." Hb sister Anne was 
married first to a Mr. Philips, and after his death 
to a Mr. Agar ; by her first husband she had two 
sons, Edward and John, whom Milton educated, 
who were persons of cleverness and learmng, 
and both of whom were authors. Edward's af- 



»i..,Goo^lf 



C LIFE OF MILTON. 

fection and respect for hia uncle is displayed in 
every page of hia biography. Milton had children 
only by his first wife ; and three daughters, Anne, 
Mary, and Deborah were the fruits of his mar- 
mge.* Anne, though deformed, married, and 
died in childbed. Mary died single. Deborah, 
the youngest, married Abraham Clark, a meaner, 
in Spitalfields, and lived seventy-sis years to 
August, 1727. This is the daughter of whom 
public mention is made. She could repeat the 
first hnes of Homer, of the Metamorphoses, and 
some of Euripides, from having often heard them. 
To her Addison made a present, and queen Caro- 
line sent her a purse of fifty guineas. She is 
reported to have been the favourite of her fether ; 
though, in consequence of a disagreement with 
her stepmother, three or four years before Mil- 
ton's death, she left his house and went to reside 
with a lady named Merian in Ireland. On being 
shown a portrait which strongly resembled Mil- 
ton, she exclaimed with transport, "Tis my fether I 
'tis my dear father ! '^ When she was intro- 
duced to Addison, he said, ' Madam, you need no 
other voucher, yourfece ia a sufficient testimonial 
whose daughter you are.' ** She appeared to be 

• Dr. Birch transcribed the regietry of the birth of MU- 
ton's children from bis own -writing, in a blanlc leaf of his 
■wife's Biblo; his son Jolm was bom on Saturday, March 16, 
1650. Hia three daughters each received £100 HS their for- 
tune, from tiieir stepmother Elizabeth, and the three reoeipta 
bearing their three signatures were sold among the books 
and mannscripts of James Boswail, Esq^. in ie2G. See also 
Mr. Todd's Life, (first e^.) p. 186, note. 

61 It was when Faithome's orayon.dmwiiig was shown to her 
bj Vertue the engraver, that sha cried out. Oh Jjird ! that m 
the picture of my father! howoameyonby itf ' and sixoliing 
down the hair of her forehea4, aha said, 'just so my fathet 
wore his hair.' v. Todd's Mliton, Isecond ed.) p. 287. 

62 See Birch's Life, p. Ixxvi.; and see a letter from Vertuo 
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a woman of good sense, and genteel behaviour, 
and fo bear tbe inconveniences of a low fortune 
with decency and prudence. Milton says, in his 
will, that he spent the greatest part of his estate 
in providing for his children in his life time ; 
I presume fiat he speaks of the expense of 
their education, and their maintenance on a sepa- 
rate establishment, while learning curious and 
ingenious sorts of manufacture,^ and embroider- 
ing in gold and silver. The story of their surrep- 
titiously selling their fatber's books during his life, 
rests on the testimony of a maid-servant alone, 
whom the biographers are disinclined to believe : 
but that they were ujidutiful and unkind children, 
careless of lum when blind, and deserting him in 
his age, we have unfortunately the authority of 
Milton himself." 

The last known survivor of the Poet's family 
was Elizabeth, the daughter of this Deborai 
Qark," who married Thomas Foster, a weaver, 
in Spitalfields. She kept a small chandler's shop 
near Shoreditch Church. In 1750, April 5th, 

the ecgraTer, to Mr. Clmaaiin (Aug. 12, 1721), in Gent 
Uag. May, 1S31, p. 119. 

M ''Anne MiltOD 13 lame, but hBtb a, trad^ and can live by 
tha same, irhioh is tbe mojdug of gold and silver laoe, and 
■wliich the deceased bred her np to.' Eliz. Fiahec's Depo- 

I. Philips'B Lift, p. Isvi. ed. Piok- 
iciun LniiL uig dangiiters lived quite apart fkim 
their father the last four or five years of bis life ; and that he 
knew little abont tham, nor whetnerthay frequented lAarch oi 
not. See Christopber Milton'a Deposition, p. 374, ed. Todd. 
M Caleb Clark, her son, was parish clerk of Madras. Hia 
children were the last descendants of the Poat, hut of them 
nothing farther is known. Dr. Birch narrates the conyersatioa 
he held with Mis. Foster, who told him that Miilon's second 
wife did not die in cbildt>ed, as Fbilips and Toland assert, 
but attout Ibree months afl«r, of a consumption, v. p. Ixj^tU. 



»i..,Goo^lf 



■Comus was played for her benefit. The profits 
of the night were only a hundred and thirty 
pounds.^ Of this sum, says Johnson, twenty 
pounds were given by Tonson, a man who is to 
be praised as often as he is named; one hundred 
pounds were placed in the funds, tho rest aug- 
mented their little stock, with which they re- 
moved to Ishngton. Johnson closes his Life of 
Miltoa by informing us that he had th"e honour of 
contributing the Prologue to the play. Mrs. Fos- 
ter died, aged 6G, in the year 1754.^^ 

It only now remains to give a short account of 
tt Treatise of Theology, hearing the name of Mil- 
ton, lately discovered. Toland, in his Life of 
Milton, had informed us that he compiled a sys- 
tem of divinity, but whether intended for public 
view, or collected merely for his own use, he 
Could not determine ; and Aubrey affords fur- 
ther particulars, hy mentioning that Milton's Idea 
Theologise was in manuscript in the hands of 
Mr. Skinner, a merchant's son in Mark Lane. 
Wood mentions Cyriack Skinner as the depositary 
of this work, which he calls ' The Body of Di- 
Tinity,' at that time, or at least lately in the hands 
of Milton's acquaintance Cyriack Skinner. It is 
well known that this treatise was discovered with 

5* The above ^coriint hy Dr Johnson is not qnite cocrect. 
The receipts of the house w £ if om which £S0 

Here deducted for espens & th etatement of Mc. 

Is. Eeed. Some accounts ir m ta hat led tha pub- 

lic Ettantion towards Milton gra dd ughle may be seen in 
Hollis's Mem. p. 116. &a ad rtis m of Jofinson'a first 
suggested soma plan of rcli 

" On Thursday last, Ma 9 1 64 d d at Islington, in 
the 66th year of her ag aft a n and painful illnesa, 
which she eustained with n tian rt J and patience, 
Mrs. Elizabetli Foster, granddaughtcrof Mdton. This para- 
graph from a contemporary newspaper, is preserved in tlia 
Memohs of T. Hollis, v. i. p. 114. 
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the name of Milton attached to it, by Mr. Le- 
mon, in the State Paper Office, a few years since. 
It appears, that Mr. Daniel Skinner commenced 
a correspondence with the celebrated ElzcTor 
the printer at Amsterdam, on the suhject of the 
State Lett«ra, and the Theological Treatise of 
Milton. Skhmer was at that time fellow of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. Of the Letters, and of the 
first one hundred and ninety-six pages of the 
Treatise, he had been the copyist. He is supposed 
also to have been one of those whom Milton had 
daily about him to read to him. On inspection 
of the manuscript, Elzevir was alarmed at the 
freedom of the political and theological opinions 
advanced in it, and declined printing it. Skinner 
took away the manuscript, which had by this time 
attracted the attention of the government. Isaac 
Barrow, then master of Trin. Coll. sent a peremp- 
tory order to Skinner to repair iiomediately to 
coUege, and warned him against publishing any 
writing mischievous to the church and state. It 
is not known with exactness when Skinner re- 
turned to England, but he had an interview 
with Sir Joseph 'Williamson, secretary of state ; 
and it is supposed that he delivered up the manu- 
acripta to him. The remainder of the treatise is 
■writt«n in a female hand, the same which trans* 
cribed the sonnet, 

Methoiight I eaw my lata espousai adnt, 
now among the manuscripts at Cambridge, and 
tlus scribe is supposed to have been his daughter 
Mary or Deborah. This part of the volume is in- 
terspersed with interlineations and correctiona 
in a different and unknown hand. The whole 
treatise reposed on the shelves of the old State 
Paper OfSce m Whitehall till the year 1823, when 



»i..,Goo^lf 



CIV LTfe op MILTON. 

Mr. Lemon, the Deputy Keeper, discovered it, 
loosely wrapped up in two or three sheets of 
printed paper, which proved to be the proof eheefa 
of Elzevir's Horace. The Slat« Letters were in 
the same parcel, and the whole was inclosed in a 
cover directed to Mr. Skinner, Merchant. 

The title of the work is ' De Doctrina Chris- 
tiana,*' ex saeria dumtasat libris petita, disqui- 
sitionum libri duo posthumi;' but it is supposed 
to have been chosen after Milton's death, by those 
into whose possession the manuscript had passed. 
When it was discovered, it was pla^ in the hands 
of Dr. Sumner, then chaplain to his late majesty, 
by whom it was carefully edited; and who also 
gave to the public a very elegant and exact 
translation. 

Milton, it seems, was dissatisfied with the bo- 
dies of divinity that were published, obscured by 
school terms and metaphysical notions, and ' he 
deemed it safest, and most advisable to compile 
for himself, by his own labour and study, some 
ori^nai treatise, which should be always at hand, 
derived solely from the word of God himself.' 
This work consists of two books, entitled ' Of the 
Knowledge of Grod, and of the Service of God.' 
The first book is divided inio thirty-three chapters, 
embracing mention of all the important doctrines 
of religious faith. The second book, consisting of 
seventeen chapters, includes a summary of the Du- 
ties of Man ; and the work opens with a dignified 
and impressive salutation. " John Milton, to all 

^ This treatiBe wiis ■written in Latlnj lie lias expressed 
r<Eret that liis treatises on Divoi\;e were not written in the 
same language; for Milton never courted public, or TuJgar 
applause; his inscription on the tracls ho gays to Trin. ColL 
Dublin speaks his BCntinients ; ' Faucis hujus modi leotori- 
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the churches of Christ, and to aU who profess the 
Christian faith, throughout the world, pea«e, and 
the recognition of the truth, and eternal salvation 
in God the Father, and in our Lord Jesus Christ." 

This treatise Ims fully proved what had been 
partially and reluctantly suspected before, that 
Milton had, in his later years, adopted the opi- 
ni«ns of Arianiam;'* and a minute inspection of 
his other works has shown their agi-eemeni, in sen- 
timent and expression with this lamented heresy. 
It is generally allowed that this treatise is barren 
,of recondite learning,** or ingenious disquisition ; 
and that it abounds more in scholastic subtleties 
than might be expected from one who was con- 
stantly censuring them in others ; but that it is 
written in a tone of calmness and moderation, 
without any polemical fierceness, or personal hos- 
tility, Milton had sunk bis animosities in the 
sanctity and importance of bis subject; he was 
now discussing matters of much higher moment 
tliaii the downfall of a 'luxurious hierarchy,' or the 
structure of particular churches. He was 'teadi- 
ing over the whole book of sanctity and virtue.' 

Milton, says one of his latest biographers, com- 
menced his wanderings in religious belief, from 
Puritanism to Calvinism, from Calvinism to an 



ST, 



s opmious 

rnola of devodon.' v. Life, p. 
e, but UDdonbfedly ha had n ' 



Milton's works with that sccutliiy and care, which have ena- 
bled latec editors to discover the truth. Mr. Todd's words 
are a repetition of Johnson's, which of course he will now 
recall- See Bishop of St. David's ad. of Milton on True 
Keligion, p. 1. Trapp had asserted list P. L. was 'ex omni 
parte orthodoxnni;' or he would not have translated it. 
M See Todd's Lifa (second cd. j, p. 307. 
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esteem for Araunius, and flnall^ from an accord- 
ance with the independents and anabaptists, to 
a dereliction of evLiy denomination of Protest- 
ants, changes which were first detailed by Toland, 
and winch, with the suspicion of his Arianism, 
have not escaped the notice of a French writer. 
"H ne faut pas etre surpris des principes erron^a 
de ce fougoux republicain en matiere de rehgion, 
puisqu'il fut de toutea lea sectes, et qu'il finit 
par n'etre d'aueune. Dans ses poemes 6piques il 
parle de Jesus Christ en v^ritahle Amen.' "'■ With 
regard to the eternal divinity of the Son, and the 
essential unity of the three divine persons of the 
Godhead, the learned editor of this volume has 
pointed out great and important contradictions 
even in Paradise Lost ; and in Italy, it was on 
this ground, that under Benedict the Fourteenth, 
the jKtem was a book proscribed. 

"Hie authenticity of this work has never, I be- 
lieve, been questioned, but by the learned and 
venerable Bishop of Salisbury,"^ who has been 
anxious to establish the evidence of Milton's ortho- 
doxy ; and consequently has found it necessary to 
deny the genuineness of a work that has spread 
into the widest Latitudinarian principles ; bat it 
has been mamtained by Mr. Todd, according to 

«l The Arian and Sociniiin are chained to dlspnte agninst 
the Trinity, yet they affirm to beUeve the Father, Son, and. 
Holy Ghost, aocordingto Scripture and the Apostolic Craedi 
as for tha teems of Trinity, Triunity, CoesBentaality, Tri- 
personiility, and the like, they r^ect them as soholastio 
noUona, not to be fonnd in Soriptnre.' Y. Treatise of Tme 
Religion. T. Tolimd's Life, p 145. 

tti See Protestant Union, a Treatise on True Beligion, &c. 
hy J. Milton, with a pceiace on Milton's rali^ous principle^ 
Bnd unimpeaehahla sincerity, by Thomas Burgeas, Bish™ of 
Salisbury, 1826, Svo. who considers that Milton, and the Latin 
writer de Dootrina CliriBtianii ate at variance on the subject 
o( Popery, v. p. xsxv. 
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my opinion, with sound and forcible arguments ; 
and to his work, conjointly with Dr. Sumner's 
preface, the reader is referred for information too 
copious to be transferred into the present narra- 
tive. It is well known, that in the latter part of 
hia life, Milton frequented no place of pubUc wor- 
ship ; and Bishop Newton has given various con- 
jectures on the subject. It must, however, be 
remembered that he was old, blind, and infirm ; 
that he was hostile to the Liturgy of the established 
church, ^d at the same time not attached to any 
particular sect ; that he had decidedly and for ever 
separated from the Presbyterians ; that he never 
frequented the churches of the Independents;^ 
and that his allowed liberty of behef hardly con- 
sisted with the tenets of any particular sect : but 
we are told that he never passed a day without 
private meditation and study of the Scriptures, 
and that some '* parts of his family frequented the 
offices of public prayer. Knowing his religious 
opinions, and considering the great infirmities of 
his health, who could have expected more ? 
Toland"^ tells us, 'that in his early days he 

•STolaiid sBja, 'In his miadle years ha was beat pleased 
with the Independents and Anabaptists, as allowing of mora 
liberty than othare, and coming nearest, in his opinion, to tha 
primiave pniotiee.' v. Life, p. 151. It b well known, that 
one of his biographers, Mc. Ve^k, considered him lo be a 
' Quaker.' 

M See Eichardson's Life, and Arch. Blnokbume's Remarks 



not, and are not great frequenters of tha church and good 
Uvers.' T. Milton^ Will, ed. Todd, p. 169. 

«> See Life, p. 161. The measores of Archb. Laud, and 
the priTafions of his esiled friand and preceptor, T. Young, 
appear first to hare ahenated him from the Skctphm of the 
church ; averse to the goBenment ot Hie church as then con- 
ducted, he became, suoee^iyeiy, Puritan, Presbyterian, and 
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was a favourer of those Protestants, then oppro- 
briously called by tlie name of Puritans. In hia 
middle years he was best pleased with the Inde- 
pendents and Anabaptists, as allowing of more 
liberty than others, and coming nearest in hia 
opinion to the primitive practice. But in the 
latter part of his life he was not a professed mem- 
ber of any particular sect, among Christians ; he 
frequented none of their assemblies, nor made 
nse of their peculiar rites in his family. Whether 
this proceeded from a dislike of their uncharitable 
and endless disputes, and that love of dominion, 
or inclination to persecution, whicli he said was a 
piece of popery, inseparable from all churches, or 
whether he thought one might be a good man 
without subscribing to any party, and that they 
had all in some things corrupted the institutions 
of Jesus Christ, I will by no means adventure to 
determine : for conjectures on such occasions are 
very uncertain, and I never met with any of his 
acquaintance who could be positive in assigning 
the true reasons of his conduct.' 

Of this treatise, it is by all acknowledged, that 
it is written with a calm and conscientious desire 
for truth, like that of a man who had forgotten or 
dismissed the favourite animosities of his youth, 
and who had retired within himself, in the dignity 
of age, to employ the unimpaired energies of hia 
intellect on the most important and awiiil subject 



fublic congtesatioiia of CUrUtians. (8ae Bishop Bnrgaaa's 
rotestant Union, p. xxiii.) But it appeara that ha did not 
think himself excLnded from the blessing bestowed by God 
oa the (Satrcket. See Book L o. vtir. 
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of inquiry. The haughtiness of his temper, the 
iierc«ness of his scBrn, the defiance of his man- 
ner, his severe and stoical pride, are no longer 
seen. He approaches the book of God with an 
humble and reverential feeling : and with such a 
disposition of piety, united to so powerful an 
intellect, and such immense stores of learning, 
who would not have expected to have seen the 
' star bright form ' of truth appear from out the 
doud; but wherever we look, the pride of man's 
heart is lowered, and the weakness of humanity 
displayed. With all his great qualifications for 
the removal of error, and the discovery of truth, 
he failed. His views appear too exalted, his 
creed too abstract and imaginative for general 
use. The religion wMch he sought was one that 
was not to be attached lo any particular church, 
to be grounded on any settled articles of belief, 
to be adorned with any external ceremonies, or 
to be illustrated by any stated forms of prayer. 
It was to dwell alone in its holy meditations, 
cloistered from public gaze, and secluded within 
the humbler sanctury of the adoring heart. If 
the believer felt it lo be his duty to attach him- 
self to any particular church, that church was to 
be unconnected with the state. The ministers, if 
such were necessary, were to be unpensioned, 
perhaps unpaid by their congregations.^ The 
sacraments were to be administered, and the 
rites of burial and baptism performed, by private 
and laic hands. Instead of receiving instruction 



*8 See ' Consideiationa on temoving Hirelings,' od. Burnet, 
L 169; it -nere to be wished the nunisters were all tradcs- 
On tlie difforent opinionB held by the 
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from the preacher, each iadiTidual, even the 
weakest, according to the measure of his gifts, 
might instruct and exhort his bi-ethren. The 
opinions advanced in this work differ not only 
widely from those of the Church of England, but, 
I believe, from all the sectarian churches that 
exist. "With regard to his theological tenets, the 
most remarkable are those which he avows on what 
ig called the anthropopathy of God ; attiibuting to 
' God, a Spirit,' human passions, and a human 
form. ' If (he says) God habitually assigns to 
himself the members and forms of a man, why 
ghould we be afraid of attribniing to him what he 
attributes to himself? ' To which I presume the 
answer would be, that such expressions are used 
in the revelations of God's will, to make it intel- 
ligible to man ; "" that the form of the revelation 
is accommodated to the narrowne-i of man's un- 
derstanding, and tlie Imiited circle of his know- 
ledge ; that it speaks to him thiough analogy, and 
that it is not designed to acquaint him absolutely 
with the nature of God 

>" In the Edinbtu^h Review, So. cvii. Sept 1831. In a 
BOtB in their review ' of tlie State of Protflstantism in Ger- 
mady,' a passage is quoted from Jortin, " declaring ihat they 
who uphold the orthodox doctrine of the Trinifr must ba 
prepared to assert, ' that Jesus Chrat is kii omn FaOter and Ida 
own Son.' Tlie consequence will be so, whether they like it, 
or whether they like it not," — Be the words of Jortin wlittt 
Iheyraay, Mid without any reference to his authority, I most 
beg the reviewer to consider that the words Father and Son 
are used hi an analogous and tiguralJTB sense : and that the 
*CTeateBt caution is necessaiy not to cemiect with the terms 
Rilher and Son, when applied to the persons of the Holy 
Trinity, any ideas similar U) those of humaa derivation.' 
Milton has aaraded and qualified bis language by the eit- 
pression— ' We do not say that God is in TasHon like unto 
n nil kh porta and mental, but that {as/or 
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He deniea the eternal filiation of the Son, his 
self-existence, his co-equality, and co-essentiality 
with the Father. He believes the Son existed 
in the beginning, and was the first of the whole 
creation, by whose delegated power all things 
were made in heaven and earth; begotten, not 
by natural necessity, but by the decree of the 
Father within the limits of time ; endued with 
the divine nature and substance, but distinct 
from the Father, and inferior fo him ; one with 
the Father, in love and unanimity of will ; and 
receiving everything, in his filial as well as in his 
mediatorial character, from the Fathei-'s gift,** — 
Thus his Arian heresies are divulged: but he 
fully acknowledges the satisfaction and atone- 
ment made by the death of Christ, for the sins of 
men. The Holy Ghost he cmsiders as inferior 
to the Father and the Son. Matter, he says, is 
imperishable and eternal, because it not only is 
from God, but out of God, 'Non solum a Deo, 
sed ex Deo.' Hence the body is immortal as the 
soul. His argument on the lawfulness of poly- 
gamy is singular indeed. What but the line 
which he adopted, of reasoning on the simple 
text and literal words of the Scriptures, could 
have prevented his aclsnowledging, that from a 
manner of life peculiar to the nations of the East, 
from the scantiness of population, from the safety 
and strength derived from the unison of lai^e 
families, from the non-existence of civilized com- 
munities, from the patriarchal authority of the 
father of the family, and the acknowledged in- 
feriority and dependence of the other members; 
from the advantage or necessity of increasing the 
numbers of mankind, permission was granted to 
' the gray fathers of the world," extending even to 
68 See Doctor Stunner's Preface, p. sssLv. 
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a connexion between brothers and sisters ; which 
in later ages, in higher civilization, in the sweeter 
charities of life, in purer morals, with more re- 
fined ideas, more tender sympathies, and under a 
holier and more spiritual religion, could not be 
entertained without sinfulness, nor established 
without degradation and disorder.™ That which 
was harmless in the Arabian deserts, or among 
Chaldean tents, could not be transplanted into 
the enlightened communities, the closer affinities, 
and the diversified relations of an advanced so- 
ciety. The divine laws were made suitable to 
the nature of humanity, which they were de- 
signed to amend ; hence, in order to exalt it, they 
often bent to it j they stepped hack, as it were, 
only to gain a stronger hold. But Milton should 
have remembered the early and imperious de- 
mands which God made for a purer and more 
personal religion through the voice of his pro- 
phets ; and that the too easy divorces which the 
laws of Moses allowed to the Jews, were ex- 
plained by our Saviour, as not forming a part of 
the perfect law, or holy will of God ; but as an 
unwilling allowance 'to tlie hardness of their 
hearts.' 

' The Pride of Eeason '" (it has been very judi- 
ciously observed), though disclmmed by Mlton 
with remarkable, and probably with sincere ear- 
nestness, formed a principal ingredient in his 
character, and would have presented, under any 
circumstances, a formidable obstacle to the recep- 
tion of the true fiuth.' — Caring nothing for insti- 
tutions that were venerable, nor for opinions that 

** See Dr. Channing'a remarks on tlib port of Milton's 
work, in bis Kemtuks on the CliaKicter imd Wiitings of 
Milton, p. S7. 

""> y. Doolor Sumner's Preface, p. vtx v. 
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were sacred, he not only disdains to wear the 
opprobrious shackles of authority, but even the 
decent vestments of custom." Safe in his own 
inflexible integrity, in the great purity of his 
heart, and singleness of purpose, what his con- 
science dictates, his courage proclaims. Impe- 
tuous, fearless, and uncompromising, he pushes 
on his inquuies, till they end in a defence of the 
death of the monarch, and the substitution of a 
visionary republic, in politics ; in a denial of the 
etei-nal existence of the Son, in theology ; and in 
the defence of a plurality of wives, in morals. Tet 
it must be remembered, that he lived in an age 
when men were busy pulling down and build- 
ing up ; a fermentation was spreading over the 
surface, and dissolving the materials of society. 
Old faith was gone ; old institutions were crum- 
bling away. Long, splendid vistas of ideal per- 
fection opened before men's eyes, dazzling tiieir 
senses and confounding their judgments.'^ Gray- 

" See T. Waritm's SummaiT- of Milton's PollticBl Opi- 
nions, in Todd's Milton, TOl. Ti. p. 391. 'Inpointof doo- 
txine tliey are oalcnlatBd to annihilate the toit foundations of 
our civil and rali^ous establishment, as it now sobslsts. 
They ate subversive of our lepslatnre and our speeies of 
government. In condemning tyranny, he strikes at the bare 
eidstence of khigs; in combating superstition, he strikes at 
all pnblic tehgion. These discouises hold forth it system of 
politics at present as nncoQslitudonal, and almost aii obso- 
lete, as the_ nonsense of passive obedience; and in this view 
be might just as well thuik of republishing the pemioious 
theoiies of tiie kingly bigot James, us or the republican 
usurper Oliver Cromwell.' This might Imve been spared. 
Milton's poliljcal speculations are cot appticabie to our 
times ( and, as it has been justly said, hia theological opi- 
nions would have been ditlecent, hsd he survived to read ma 
■works ofWaterland and Bull; so, we may say, bis pohtical 
theories would have been more wise and moderatE, had he 
lived in the days of Somers and of Loclte. 

'2 See the Areopagilica, p, 317, ed. Burnet. ' Behold now 
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headed men, men growing old in tlie business of 
life, and in the pursuit of practical wisdom, 
yielded to the syren influeDee. It pervaded the 
senate, the city, and the camp. What wonder 
then if the Poet, the visionary by Lia profession, 
the dreaming tJieorist, the man dwelling in ideal 
worlds and abstract notions, should be led astray ? 
Such are some of the singular opinions ad- 
vanced in this curious and late-discovered docu- 
ment of Milton's faith.'^ They serve to show us 
that its autlior is everywhere the same ; the same 
severe and uncompromising investigator of truth, 
the same fearless and independent judge of its 
reality ; in the honesty of his opinions unin- 
fluenced, in the sanctity of his morals unble- 
mished, in the fervour of his piety unquestioned- 
But there was both in his political and reli^oua 
opinions, a visionary attempt at perfection, a 
grasping after the ideal and the abstract, a lofty 
aspiration after the most exalted means, that, 
while they supplied his imagination as a poet, in 
its boldest and most extended flights, unqualijied 
him for the more cautious and practical charac- 
ter of the theologian and the statesman. In MO- 
ton was united for the first and perhaps for the last 

this vast city, &o. There be pans and heads there Bitling by 
their etudloos lampB ; musing, searehing, revolviiig new n^ 
tiona and ideas wlierewith to presant, as with their homage 
and foalty, the approaching r^onnation; others as Stat read- 
ing, trying all things, asseating to the force of reason and 
coavincemaDl,' &c. 

_ w It has been more tban once remarked, that little men- 
tion is made of IdiUcn bj his contemporarias. His aame 
does not occur in the pages of Clarendon. Thurloe spaaka 
of him only as a blind old man, who wioto Lalin letters. 
Sff W. Temple does not came bun, and E. Banter passes over 
him in silence. Wbitdocko mentions him only once, and 
that casually. 
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time, tlie imagination of the Poet and the belief 
of the Puritan : of materials so opposite was his ex- 
alted character composed ; yet both were perhaps 
equally necessary for the erection of the costly 
fabric of his fame. Had he not been a poet, he 
would not have been distinguished above other 
men of like 'persuasion with himself; men of 
vigorous minds and unquestioned Integrity, the 
Vanes, the Sydneys, the Reetwoods of the age. As 
a scholar, perhaps he would have still stood emi- 
nently distinguished and alone; but Harrington 
excelled him in political wisdom, and Hall and 
other prelates in theological learning. Had he not 
been imbued with the austere feelings, the solemn 
and severe religion of the Puritans, we should in- 
deed still have possessed from his genius creations 
of surpassing beauty ; but they would have been 
altogether of a different kind. We should have 
had the enchantments of Comus, the sounds of 
revelry, and Circe's cup ; but we should have 
wanted the songs of a higher mood, the voice of 
woe, the sorrows and the pride of the Hebrew 
captive. We should not have been carried back, 
as it were by vision, into the dark and austere 
learning of the Sanhedrim, and had the teraphim, 
and the ephod, pall and mitre, and "the old 
Flamen's vestry " brought before our eyes. We 
should still have possessed the noblest Epic of 
modern days, but its argument would not have 
been the talk of angels, the sullen despair, or the 
haughty resolves of rebellious spirits, the con- 
trition of fallen man, or the decrees of eternal 
wisdom. We should have had tales of ehi- 
vidrous emprize, ' of gentle knights that pricked 
along the plain,' the cruelty of inexorable beauty, 
and the achievements of unconquerable love. Its 
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scenes would not have ijeoii laid in the Lowers of 
paradise, or by the ' thunderous throne' of heaven, 
nor where the wings of the cherubim fen the 
mercy-seat ; but amid royal halls, in the palaces 
of magicians, and islands of enchantment. In- 
stead of the serpent, with hairy mane, and eye of 
carbmicle, gliding among the myrtle thickets of 
Eden, we should have jousts and fomnoments, 
the streaming of gonfalons, the glitter of dancing 
plumes, the wailing of barbaric trampets, and 
the sound of sOver clarions ; battles fiercer than 
that of Fontarabia, and fields more goi^eous 
than that of the cloth of gold. Wiiat crowds 
of pilgrims and of palmers should we not have 
beheld joumeying to and fro with shell, and 
staff of ivory, filling the port of Joppa with their 
gallics ? 'Wiiat youthlul warriors, the flowers of 
British chivalry, should we not have seen car 
pariaoned, and in quest of the holy Sangreal? 
The world of reality, and the world of vision, 
would have been equally exhausted to supply 
the materials. The odors would have been wafted 
from the " weeping woods" of Araby : the daz- 
zling mirrors would have been of solid dia- 
mond : and the flowers would have been ama- 
ranths, from the Land of Faery. Every warrior 
would have been clothed in pyropus and in ada- 
mant. We should have watched in battle not 
the celestial sword of Michael, hut the enchanted 
Calibum} we should have had not the sorrows 
of Eve, and the fall of Adam, but the loves of 
Angelica, or the exploits of Arthur. 
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Milton cniifiDHS himself W praise of tlie feUoiti, but ho 
malics cot the slightest mention of the Master, Doelw Bam- 
Indge, ivho is reeorded to haia been a most rigid disci- 
plminan, and that on those very points which Mmm pacli- 
oularly disliked. He admits that his disposition could not 
brook the threats of a rigorous maifcr, by whom it is most 
reasonable to euppose he meant Dr. Baiobridge, the head of 
lus college WaUcer'a LU. Aaecdotee, p. 202. 

P. XI. GaddiuB (do Scriploribua non Ecclesiasticis) men- 
fions that I. Scaligar read the two poems of Homer iu twenty- 
one days; and toe remainder of the Greek poets in four 

P. six. ' That the manner and genius of that place (Paris) 
being not agreeable to his mind, he soon left it.' PFoocf s fast 
Ox. vol. ii. 168B coL 481. 

P. sx. Leo Hoisten, who received Milton kindly at Rome, 
had resided some tlma in England, making researches in tha 
libraries. He maintained a friendly correspondence with 
N. Heinsina, to whom he had shown much civiiitjf wiien 
Heinsius was at Rome ; 1 read throuch the collection of 
Holsten's letters, with the hone of £ndine some addressed to 
Milton, but m vaini Milton did not maintain a correspondence 
with the scholars on the continent. 

P. xxii. I have heard it confidently related that for his 
said resolutions, whiiJi ont of poUoy and for iiis own safety 
might have been then shared, the EngUsh priests at Eoma 
were highly disgneted, and it was questioned whether the 
Jesuit!, his oountrymen there, did not design to do him mis- 
chief. Wood!s ASt. Ox. vol. i). coL 481. 

P. xisiL Took a larger house, where the earl of Bar- 
rimore sent, by his aunt the lady Raneiagh, Sir Thomas 
Gardiner of Easei, to be there with others (besides his 
nephew) under his tuiUon, bnt whether it were that the 
tempers of our gentry would not bear the strictness of hia 
disciplme, or for what other reasons I cannot tell, be con- 
tinnad that course but a wldle. Wboifa ASt. Ox. voL ii. 
erf. 488. 

P. XXXV. Wherefore though lie sent divers pressing invi- 
tations, yet he could not prevail with her to come back, tlil 
about four years after, when the garrison of Oxford was sur- 
rendered {the nighness of her father's house to which having 
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sobmitted to him, pleading thae her laolher had been Oxe chief 
promoter of hec forwardness. Wood's JJh. Ox. vol. ii. ««£ 481. 
P. xlviii. Bishop Gauden addressed three Letters, Jan. 25, 
Feb. 20, March 6, 1661, to Lord Clarendon, in which he lays 
claim for services in the royal cans*! m one of his letters he 
says, ' Kor do I doubt but I shall, by y» Lordship's faTOr, find 
the fruits as to something extraordinary, since the serric* 
■was Boe; not as to ichal teas hnoicH to the world under my 
name, in order to yiudicate the orowne and the church. But 
mat i/eei wider Ste lafe blessed ^g'» mme, the Euaw, w pnv 
irartare of kt/s tm^tstg tn la» to^ludes and m^b*ij», TMi 
mrh aadjigure wot tciitl^atid aUvay amentivn, maHng and 
deatgtie;^ta iffder & troftcola theEing't tniidome, fionw, end 
LOUS to it, and tiad an hand 
Liuers oj mat l>m ickich I sent to tU KiiK in 
By favour of the hite Marquisa of Hert- 
luiu, iMi. Ill answer to which. Lord Clarendon writes, 
March 18, 1661. 'I do assmfl youlam more afflicted witi 

CL, and for you, thou I can axpresse; and the more sensibly, 
E it is the only charee of that kind is laid upon me, which 
m truth I do not think I do deserve. The parlJa^T uMdi 
you oflCTi rmea-edj I Oi amfesie ions importoi Ui me wider 
leaycy, onrf of uAwA /iSf not take mpelflo be at Wieris to take 
notice; and inth ichen it ceases 10 be a secret, I tmai nobalil uia 
be gladd of it but Mr. MOton; I hone very ojiea vsdied I had 
never been trusted mih it.' £dM. Rer. v<a. aliv. art. 1. 

P. liy. It was the usual practice of Marohmont Nedhara, 
ft great crony of Milton, to abuse Eahnaidaa in his public 
Mercnry, called Pohticns (as Milton had done before him in 
his Defensio), by saying, among other things, that Chriatiima, 
Quean of Swaden, had cashiered hun her ritvour, by nnder- 
standing that he was a pernicious parasita and promoter of 
tyranny. Woods AOt. Ox. vol ii. ccS. 484. 

P. Isv. Mrs. Katharine Milton, wife to John Milton, Esq. 
was buried in St. Margaret's Church, in Westminster, Feb. 
10, 1657. Keg. Book. Milton then Hved in a new house ia 
Petty Franca, when Mr. Harvey, son of Dr. Harvey, of Petty 
France, Westmmeter, told me, Nov. 14, 1770, that old Mr. 
Lowsde assured hun, that when Mr. Milton buried his wife, 
ha had the coffin shut down with twelve several locks, that 
had twelve several keys, and that he gave the keys to twelve 
several friends, and desired the coffin might not be opened 
tiU they all met together. Kennet. ffoorf-s JSi. Ox. toL ii. 

P. Ixvi. The lata Keverend Mr. Thomas Bradbury, an emi- 
nent dissenting minister, nsed to say, that Jer. While, who 
had been chaplain to O. Cromwell, and whom ha personally 
knew, had oAeo told hun that Milton was allowed by the 
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Parliament i, vK^Mylaile tar the entertamment of foreign min- 
isters and persons of Jeaming, such especiall; as came from 
Protestant states, wblch alloiraiKie was also cnutinQed by 
Cromwell, fliffis's Note, lee Neaiai'i lAft, p. M. 

P. Ixsvi. There has not one great post ajqieiired in France 
since tbe beginning of Cardinal i^onelien's ministry, tiut he 
Ima been protected and enoournsed, and his merit as fast ss 
it oould spread has been generally acknowledged. I wish I 
iKiuld as truly at&rm the same thing of England. TLe great 
qualities of Milton were not generally tnown among his 
conntmnen till the Paradise iZst had been pnblished more 
tJian wiriy years i but when tbat admirable poet was among 
the Italians, the greatness of his genius was known to them 
in the yeiy bloom of his yoatli, eren thirty years before that 
incomparable poem was written. Denmi'i Letlen, p. 78. 

More people comprehend the excellency of Homer, and 
Vn^il, and Milton, than the beauties of Martial and Cowley, 
though perhaps there are not ten persons living who know all 
the merit of Virgil; and Milton's Paradise Lost had been 
pnnted forlg yenrs before it was known to the greatest rart 
of Enghind that there barely was sncQ a book. Ihanis's Lel^ 
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any other maimer, for the following reasons. 

Because tiiey are so fond of notbing as of that soft and 
effeiDinate riijme which makes the very reTerse of the har- 
mony, and of Uie matdy and powerlUl and noble eutiiusiaGm 
of Milton. 

Because the generaUty of poets and wits his contempora- 
ries did not esteem him.thongli they were by no means infe- 
rior in understanding to his pretended living admu^rs. Will- 
niott, Earl of Eochester, never so much as mentioned him in 
Ll« Imitation of the TenUi Satire of tJie Krst Book of Horace. 
■When he came to imitate that passage, ' Forte epos aoer nt 
nemo Varins dncit,' instead of Milton he names Waller; and 
when that noble peer was some years afiecwards asked by 
Dr Burnet, since Bishop of Salisbury, for which of the 
modern poets he had most esteem, he answered nithont the 
least hesitation, for Boileou among the French, and Cowley 
am jng the English poets. Mr. Rymer, in tiis First Book of 
CnticKim, treated the Paradise Lost with contempt, and the 
generality of the readers of poetry, for twenty years alter it 
was pnbushed, knew no more of that exalted poem than if it 
had Been written in Arabic. Mr. Dryden, m his Preface 
before the State of Innocence, appears to hare been the first, 
those gentlemen excepted whose verses are before Milton's 
poem, who discovered in so public a manner an extraordinary 
opinion of Milton's estraordmary merit. And yet Mr. Dryden 
at that time knew not half the estent of his escelleuoe, as 



»i..,Goo^lf 



more than twenty yearB flflerwariis he Ci, 

pretty plain from hig writing the State of Inoocenoa; lor jiir, 
DirdBn In that poem, -which is ftinnded on the Paradise LostL 
falls BO iziBnitely ahort of those wonderful qualities, hy whieli 
Milton haa disHngnished that nohle poem fmm all other 
poems, that one of these two things ninst be granted; eithef 
that Mr. Dryden knew not the extent of Jlilton's great quali- 
tiea, or that he designed to be a foil to him. But they who 
knew Mr. Drydan kaow very well that he was not of a tem- 
per to design to be a foil to any one. lieiads') Lotert, p. 76. 

P. Ixxxii, For my part I have no noUon, that a suffering 
Hero can be proper for epic poetry. Milton could make but 
very little even of a auffaring God, who makes quite another 
impression with his lightning and his thunder in Porotfiga 
I/tat, than wjth his meekness and his stoicism in FaraStt 
Begaiited. That great spirit which heroic poetry requires, 
flows from great passions, and from great actions. IT the 
auffaring Hero remans msensible, the seneralitr of readers 
will not be mnch concerned for one who is so little concerned 
for myself. Demm'i Letters, p. 11. 

P. xcii. The estate which his fether left him was but indif- 
ferent ; yet by his frugality he made it serve him and his. Out 
of his secretary's salary he had saved two thousand ponnds, 
which being lodged In the excise, and that bank fiiilhig at 
his mmesty's^ restoration, he utterly lost that sum. By the 
^^at fire which happened in London in -Che be^ning of 
September, 1666, he had a house in Bread Street burnt, wbich 
m-aa all the real estate he had thou left. Wood'a Ji*. Ox. 
vol. iL col. 486. 

To what does Fielding allude when he says, 'It is to be 
hoped heedless people wQI be more cautious what they bum, 
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'Mr. MUton's Agreement wilh Mr. S^ons for Paradise 
Lost, dated iJth April, 1667.' 

'These Presents marte the 2m day of April! 166T between 
John Milton, genl. of the one part, and Samnel Symona, 
printer, 01 tlie other part, wlttness That the said John Milton 
in oonsideratimi of £je pomids to hlra now paid by the said 
™"°«' SjTQOns, and other the considontcOns htrein men- 
tionad^hath given, granted and assigned, imd by these nfita 
doth ^, grMt anf assign unto the said Sam'l 'SvniaaBr his 
raeontore, and assignees, All that Booke, Copy, or fl^us Jript 
^ a Poem mljtuled Paradise Lost, or ty whalsoever othOT 
™ T J^* ^ f^i " °' *^^' l*^ *^""^ "' aistingnished, 
itt, profit, and advantage thereof, or wh't shall or mav ansa 
thereby. And the sail John Milton for him, his es" and 
adm"-, doth covenant wH the said Sam" Symons, hia es" and 
ass; that he and they shall at all times fiereaftfir have, hold 
and enjoy the same and all imprassions thereof accordingly 
without die lett or hindranoe of him the said John Mton.TiT^ 

^ r.^' ■??■' T ^^P^..™?" 1' P''"""'^ ''y ^^ •" ^"^ consent 
or pnvity. And that ho the said John Milton, his es" or 
adm" or any other by his or their meanes or consent, shall 
Eot print or oanse to be printad, or sell, dispoeo or publish the 
said book or manuscript, or any other book or manuscript of 
s™u^^ °°^ t' s"Oject,-wfthout the consent of the said 
5'™ ■T^'^'l,'!!' ^^° "■■ ^^'= 1° concldaracon whereof 
the said; Smq^ Symons for him, his es" and adm» doth 
covenant with the said Join Milton, his ok", and ass" well 
and tnily to pay unto «ie said John Milton, his es", and 
adm- the sum of five pounds of lawfull english money at the 
end of the firat Impression, which the said SamU SymBns, his 
OKn, or OSS' shall make and nnbUsh of the sdd copy or nianu- 
soi^l, which Impression shall be aceonnted to be ended when 
tlurteen hundred books of the said whole copy or mannscrint 
inipnnled, shall be sold and retailed off to particnlar reading 
customers. And shall also pay other Qve pounds, unto the 
vol. I. 10 
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said John Milton, or his ass" at the enH of the second impres- 
sion tj) be Bcconnted !13 aforesiud, And five pounds more at 
the end of the tiiird impression, to be in Ulte manner account^ 
ed. And that the Biud Uiree first impressions sboll not exceed 
fifteen hundred books or Tolnmes of the snid nbole copy or 
manuscript, a peice. And further, that ho the said Samuel 
SjmoDS, alid his eiin, adm", and ass* sliall be read? to moke 
oath before a. Muster in Ciuincer; concerning Ins or their 
knowledge and belief of or ooncetning the truth of the dis- 
pOBine and selling the said books by retail, b9 aforesaid, 
vberehy the said &Ir. Milton is too be entitled to his said 
money from time to time, upon every reasonable request in 



the same ware dne, and for and in lieu thereof. In witness 
whereof, the said parties have to this writing indented, inter- 
cliBjigeably sett ^eir hands and seoles tlie day and yeare 
fh:3t above Trdtten. 

Jons MiLTOH. (Seal). 



April 26, 16(39. 
Rec^ then of Samuel Simmons five pounds, behifi the Second 
five pounds to be paid — mentioned in the Coveuaut. 1 
say reel by me, 

Joii:i MiLTOs. 
Witness, Edmund Upton. 

I do berebj' acknowledge to linve received of Samuel Sy- 
mSnds Cittizen and Statoner of London, the Sum of Eight 
pounds ! which is in fiili payment for all my right, title, 
or interest, which I have or ever had in the Coppy of a 
Poem Intitled Paradise Lost in Twelve Bookes m Bvo — 
By John Milton, Gent, coy late husband. Wittness my 
hand this ai« day of December 1680. 

£tI2AB£TH MlLTOS. 

Wittness, \yilliam Topp, Ann Topp. 

Enow all men by these psaents that I Elizabeth Milton of 
London Widdow, late wife of John Milton of London Gent : 
deceased — have remissed released and for ever quitt claimed 
And by tiiese pssents doe remise release & for ever qnitt 
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olayme unio Samnd SymonLls of London, Printer— his heirs 
Escut" and AdminiBtratore All and all manner of Accofl 
tM Aooong Cause and CansBB of AoooE Suitas Bills Bonds 
uritingeB oblJEBtorfa DeMs dues duties Accompts Snnuna 
and Somes ofmonsy Judgments Eseoutiona Extents Quar- 
rellB either in Law <a Eqnlty Controversies and demands— 
And all & every other matter cause and tiling whataoaver 
which against the said Sanrael SyraoudB— I ever had and 
■which fmy heires Exeoutets or Administrators shall or 
may LaTO clayme & challenge or demand &« or by reason 
or ineana of any matters causa or tWng whatsoever from 
theljegmningof theWoridraito the day of these pssents. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto sett my hand and seale 
the twenty-uiirai— day of April in the Uiirty third Tear of 
the Belgue of our Sovereisn Lord Charles fiy the grace of 
God of England Scotland flVanoe and keiond Eiag defender 
of tha ffiuth & Anno Dni. IfiSl, 

Elizabeth JIilion. 
Signed and delivered 

in the psaence of 
Jos. Leigh W" Wilkins. 



AUemlionsliy Milton from the first edition in tea Books, 
for (he second edition twelve. 

BookTiii. V. 1. 
' The Angel ended, and in Adam's ear, 
So charming left his voicfl, that he a while 
Thought him still speaking; still stood fls'd to henr: 
Then, as new wak'd, thus gratefully reply'd.' 
The latter part of the verse was taken fiTMn the Une in the 
first editioj- 

'ToTthom thus Adam gratefully reply'd.' 

Eooksii. V.l. 
'As one who in his joumev hates at noon, 
Thourii heiit on speed: so here tli' arch-angel naua'd, 
Eetmxt the world destroy'd, and world restor'd ; 
If Adam onghtperhaps might interposei 
Then, with transition sweet, new speech resnmea.' 
Some tew additions were also niaile to the Poem, tha notice 
of which will interest the critical reader. 
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wero fhns enlarged in tha second editiou : 

' They eit, the j drink, and in tommunlon eweet 

8 naif immorality, and joy, (secure 
f surfeit^ where full measure only bounds 
Escew) before th' ali-bonnteans king,' &c. 

Book xi. V. 484, after 
' Intestine Et«iie, and nicer, cholic-pimes,' 
tliese throe verses were added : 

■Dsmonlao phreniy, moping melancholy, 
And moon-struck madness, pining atrophy; 
Marasmus, and wida-wasting pestilence.' 
Andrer. 651, of the sama book (which was ori^ally thus; 

Of rendriiig np. Michael to him reply'd) 
received this addition: 



LETTERS. 

No. i. IL Greek letters of C. DeodatI to Alilton, formerly 
in the possession of Tolaud, now in the British Museum, 
additional MS. No. 5D17, f. Tl, (see Tohind'E Life of Mdtoo, 
p. 33.) 

Ho. iii. an Italian letter to Milton, from Florence, without 
t}ie niune of the antbor affixed. Carlo Dati was the principal 
correspondent of Milton: and I should have supposed tdat 
he had been the writer of this letter; but that he la repre- 
Eonted Ba a nobleman of large fortune, and in this letter the 
writer speaks of his being appointed Co the professtn^ip ol 
Bellea Lettres in the academy of Florence, on the death of 
Doni. If not from Carlo Dati, I should presimie it must ba 
from Bonmattei, h]s other Florentine correspondent. Since 
writing tbe above, I have discovered that Carlo Dali suc- 
ceeded Doni in the professorship. He therefore is the writer. 
Doni died Deo, 1647, aged fifty-three, he left C. Dati tha 
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office of publishing his works. Heinsins says, ' dativm, 
amicisslmum mihi jnTenein Donius impense diligebat.' 
C. Dad d!ed in Jan. 1876, aged fifty-six. Dati toii the 
ntime in the Acad, della Crusca of 'Smarrito. He wrote 
Ihe Lives of the Antieiit Painters, 4to. 1667, and oUiec smoJl 
works. See Salvino Salrfno in Fast. Consularibus, p. B36, 
and Bandini Comm. de vita Donii, n. sci. very interesting 
mention of C. Dati oconts tepaatedly in the Epistles of 
N. Heinsins. Bayle says lie was very ctvU and qfidoai to aU 
kamed Mii'eEera icfe went (o Fia-eiKe. Chimentelli thus 
speaks of him, ' Clarissimus et amlcissimns Car. Datius, 
nostrie flos illibatus urbis, snadiaqne Etrasoie mednlla, qumn 
omni literarum paratu quoKdie anget, atqna lllnstrat.' Nic. 
Hehisins has dedicated a book of his Eleaes to Carlo Dati, 
in which he menHons his acqnaintanoe with Gaddi, Coltel- 
Imi, Donij Frescobaldi and other of Milton's friends. Carlo 
Dati received him with the same hospitality, which he had 
showed to Milton. He aJso mentions his reoenMoa bv Chi- 
menteUi at Pisa. 

No. iv. Letter from Peter Haimbaoh. To this letter, an 
answer by Milton is found among his Epistles, p. 66. There 
is an address to Cromwell hi latin written by Heimbach, 
printed in London, 16B6. This letter was sent nfler an inter- 
val of nhia years in their correspondence ; and was an affec- 
tionate mquny concerning Milton's eately, during the plague 
of the precedmg year. 

No. V. Letter from 'Leo ab Aizema,' infonning Milton he 
had printed a Dutch translation of his Book on Divorca. See 
Milton's Answer, p. 43, Feb. 1654. Leo ab Aizema, was a 
gentleman of Frlesland, bom at Doocum, 1600. He prmted 
some Latui poems, and Hisloria Pacis a fiederat: Ealgis ab 
An. 1621. Ue was the resident for the Hans Towns, at the 
Ha»ae, and waa a clever, friendly, and liberal man. See 
Sasii Onom. Lit. Vol. iv. p. 216. 



(Condoling with him on the bad weather, and anticipating 
a meeting on the catum of the fine.) 

'H iiiv irofioiJoa Karuorooif toS Hspo; Soak jiSovepCmpor 
^aa, Koi TOpauco/ii'ptj duo ^iij ijjjf i/filpa^, W.' S/ia; TOOOO- 
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itiSlav, iiatya2ivJlv, xai mwro jfmoo In rir uiwov dveijkjt- 
TEOi Koi Hojw iu lioirrEbsadai, tvaMyav ^M«oo^, itoi 

fojv n-pflf o^ 7pafau, ToS irpOKoXiiiT&ai, nai anaSapavBccv 
XapW, SeieoQ 1^ np4c iripa firm imSv ■apoaeXV^ fiireS-iritto? 
?;Wroum)c, Ko! ^ffraSElaf, lis ri mip^c. 'AMo trii iJupoM 

fijr. Koi yap ^craiipMni ftmit mbra KoKif, nat & m/p, koi o 
^afof , «oi 5 iroTOpJf, «aJ SivSfia Koi SpviSia, Kai yv, ""^ ">'- 
•Spumii lopTO^iiat)! Vjdv, owvfJnaDtiffO', Kai d)7;[DpE«(Tom7i, 
Td 4 ovcmiTDnjf ;Uae^(J- p)i«w cri) Jruiuof ylvm, v lihj&cis 
i^opjiiaSai, ri iiai uKlrr^ TroiSofiwi hKiMav. 'Awro/MTOf it 



(Describes the pieasantness of his Bituation, and of the 
season, and exhorts Milton to relait from his stndiea, nnd talse 
raoreation. This ieUer was probubly sent from Cheshire to 
Milton at Horton, or in London; it must have liaan written 
about May.) 

'OuHv exa iynixKsa/ rp viv iiayoy^ («w, etcrbi Toinou ii%, 
&Tt CTspieaoiuu fv^^ rivof yevncdac 'kiyoB iiTeiv, xai Movai 
f jTHrm/ifoWi TOtV TO! napa^v iroflew tH 9 oJS^ fi^owi 
irmrra vitupxa hn^&a iv&yp^ • n yiip Hk en Xsiiroi, iirorow 
^/lara iiwcpd, Twmi KtMnorai axdeai, adi ^X^ots Ko/iiwrec, 
icai (3pOovT£f, M jravri iMii(^ dj/Siiv i anavSl^, fj iMo ri 
bpscdum £"3off, naX (laivpuiiuxQ tiMoTijiiiTal, irtjMTraT™ mn- 
mMrrmii, rpiai^ ofrre hii^i. ovre Koriiopoj, fiTtvos iflopth 
^01; it kaSTidv liva hrtdpmr Tovrean jtemuaevojihoi; Koi 
urau^uEKw f iri TOuroif,* i/iTU/njii, tbC tov Thaawi paeHiu; 
tidnoioiilffTEpof & yevmiap)' SkX iorcv Ha n iM<mf Iv rolf 
iiTSpumi'oic Tipayuaac, irpbf 5 Hi jicTpiontTo;. Si 6i <i ^ai^■ 
/aiais, Ti Karo^pweis TiJf tSc #OBor iopuiiaTuv; n Kopre- 
pdc tnrpo^aaitrroi ^071oiq, nai hiyiMoig 'Jticiniiixiov, ■Kavs^- 
aap irpoCT^/iEvoc; S, T^a, ;tpw '^ vcoryri, nat TnJf iSfKUf, 
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JMOTUva^ Tuv !Tu5,ai ao^v aVTig jtararpi/So/iEiiof -riug. 'Ejii 
jiiv hv /inaotv ciMoir V^oi' cm) *mip;t'J''i "' to*tV to ueTpmi 



Ko. ni. 

Hlmo Sig. e Pron Oss 
Fino I'anno piissiito n p(w alln oorte s. ma ed el gn t 
Gima letteio Si V. S. lllma affettu ™ e te nngraz andola 
della memoria ohe pa an grana b1 oomp e te o e della 
mia osservanza. Soris, come fo ade so To-cnno sapenlo 
che la mia lingua 6 a lei si cara, e familiaie che nelfa Bna 
boeca non apparisoe eiianiera. Ho di poi ricevnto due 
copie delle sue erndiUsaime poesie delle quali non mi poteva 
arrivare donativo pii caro, perob6 quantunqne piccolo, rac- 
cliinde in se valora infinito pec esaer una gemma del tesoro 
dei Signor Gior, Miltoni. E come diaae Tlieoorito; 

Gran pceoio ha picoiol dono, e mBrta onore 

Ci6 clie Ywn da gl' amici. 
Le rendo adnnqna quelle gnizie clie macsiori per me s\ pos- 
sono e prego il Cielo che mi dia fortuna 
la mia devo^one vereo il sao merito, 
benOYOlenza di V. 6. lUma, olcuna nuove che son certo, le 
Eaniimo gratlaalme. H Serenissimo Grandnoa mio Signore 



e dell' & 



^„j3 conferirmi la catedra, e lettura delle lettere 

i' Aoademia fiorentina yacata per la morta dell' 

Eruditissimo Signor Gio. 'Don! gentillinomo Fiorantbo. , 
Qnesta e oarioa onoreTolissima, a sempre esercitata da gen- 
tllhuomiiii e litarati di questa Patria, come gid dal Pohziano, 
da ' ' dna Vettori, e dao ^Adrinni lumi delle Lettere. La paa- 
Bata Settimana, per la morte del Sereniaeimo Principe Lorenzo 
di ToBcana, Zio del Granduca Eegnante, feci 1' orazione mne- 
rale ; come ella sia pnblioata, saii mia enra iavia ne eopia a 



sift pnblioata, sara mia enra lavia ne eopia a 
^fl man! diverse opere, quali a Dio pia- 



1 Petrus, and, I belieye, Franciaous Viotoriua. See the 
Life of the hitter by Banduii. 

2 The two Adriani were Marcello, and his son Giainbattiata, 
both profesaors of literature at Florence, and both Secretaries 
of State. The father died in 1621, the son in 1570. Giom- 
battista wrote the Sloria i6 suoi Tempi, a work highly praised 
by De Tkou. 
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_6 statu eletto da S. Altezza per Profeesore delle lettece Greehe 
in Pisa, con gronde espettazione del sno valore. 
I Sigdori Prescobaldi, Coltellini, Fraiioini, Galilei,'' et allri 

!„«.!.. «„;. ■„ i„ :„,.! — atftttuosi sainti, ed io, come 

„..._. — ricordarle il desiderio de' snoi 

ralifico per Bempre vivere. 

Di V. S, lUma. 
Firenze, 4 xbre 1616. 

-Erint— All' Illmo Sienor e Pron Oss°, II Si^, 
Gioraniii Sllltoai, Londriu 



No. IV. 

■Vlro supra Inudem 
JaSo MilConio sdd sainteni p. d. 

Petms Helm Imohius. 
Si citius constltlsset nobis^ le, Jana Miltoni, vir om: 
snmme, mortalium ocetui interessa adhuc, citins qi 
dinum reversus, n " * ' 

sem. Ferebant ei 

redonahun esse, t ,... „ , 

cere. Ad hoc cagnum, nt non datur aditna, sio oalamom 
memn satis ud tui similes scriptnriantera Iiactenna cohibere, 
ao reprimere debni. Ego carte qni non torn virtutes ipaas 



TirtuCum diversarum conjaginm ic fe admlrabar, 

alia mnlta in te Euepicio, turn qnod gravitatia qnam prs: se 
fert di^nissima viro faoies, omn BBreQissima humanitate, 
charitatis onm prudentia, pialatis cum politica, polilieffl cum 
immensa amditiona, sed, addo, generosi, nao mmime timidl 
Epiritna, Btiam nbi juaiores anlmoa 8 laberentnr, cmn aolidto 
mcis amore, raram onmino, et prieter fas aieculi mixturam 



nihil ultra eioptas qnam quietis prEemium, ac justitiK c 



e* 



I.Angelo diedatEome. The Galilei m 

"■ttCBnzo,' Ilia natural son. There is atrong eridence 
was the first to apply the pendule to the clock. He 
have done so in ia*9, while Huygens' inyention n-aa 
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nam, tunmque idem, qnod olim Simeonis videtur votura. 
Dem^ Domine, nuno servum tuum in mce. Ast nostnun 
longe sdhoo ulienissimnin eat, nempe ut D. T. 0. M. te dia- 
tie^ue intewsse rebna nostris litecariia, ac pKeessa patlatur. 
Sic vale, dootiBeime MilKmi, longnm et feliciter cum omnibm 
tnia, plurimmn a nobis E3luta.tus. Dabum poeMdie nontis 
Junli vulgaris MriB ChristlMiie do. loc. Isvi. CliTOpoli nbi 
Eleotorali Eolio, TiviQina ac coiiBiliis. Iteram viile, et no9 
quod facia adamara persevera, ac quam primnni jucnndissimo 



No. V. 
8. P. 

Parlim qnia Morns in sno Scripto quffidam tibi aap«Bit ex 
libro tno de diTortiis Anglico, tit nobilia et cl; partim quia 
multi cnroae qniesiTemnt de orgumenOs quibua opinionem. 
adstrttis tuam; dedi cnidam Imctulum lUmn totum in Eol- 
landicum eermonem vertendum: cum dBBiderio, ut quanto 
ocius imprimatur. Nesoins antam an quiequam in eo wir- 
tectiim rel additum Telia ; noa potui qnin hoc verbo te admo- 
neara et de animo tno, ut me certiorem facias, rogem. 

Vaie, et Salve a 



— Kob. CL viro Dno Joh. MiltoQO 

Consillo Status Ii Secretis 

Londini. 



EXTRACT OF THE PASSAGES 



(t. Burmanni Sjllogen, vol, iii.) 

P. 217. Jussus ille (Is. VossinsJ MUlonimraa 

Bimol ac allatnm in anlam eeset, Salmasio sistere, q 

tns credo, fecerit. Qu& fronte esceptnm eit, velt 

monnlsaet amicissimus WuJlenius, qui ejus rel " ' 

P.' 
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turam pnlnm miimtnr. Sed illos primos impetns siifflami. 
nabit credo, non nihil, reapondendi inoleaUa ao labor. 
F. 2^7. Sulmasius in Miltono deMoando totns a ' 



parat, nobis tfibns aintnl Insnltateraa. VUta profecto esf hso 
bominis insaaio, qnum impune tainen non fecit. Vidi frene- 
ticam ojuB epistolam, qno. exjatimationi nostra, dirn, qmcvis 
portendiC. 

P. 270. Scribonii lar^ (i. e. Salmaeii) alroi contii rem- 
pnblicam An^licnnLini scdptnui, pncla Holmiensl jam com- 
miBsnin fernnt. Miser iete Sesecla prorans delirat ac ineauit. 
Mieit duas in banc nrbem nnper epistolas, mbiei sycophiin- 
tJc^ non Inanes, qnlbns omne se vlras in me convemnrum 
minatur, qaod MUtoni soriptoni probari a me intelligai Ego 
yero, e6 dixi, et dionm pono, malam a MiUom cansam tam 
bene actam, quam regis infelicissimi cansam pessimfe egit 
Scriboniu9. Hono meam libertatem s! ferre non potest, ram- 
pator. Adnlatoris a me partes, non est, qnod exigat. Cum 
nescire non debeat quam me Bervilis obsequil clientem bac- 
tenns non stt expeitns. Uoa etlam maliene et Salmasiane 
quod regibus non minus ac MiUomaa me iufensmn fingit, cum 
publics jam bis tssti^ns Btim, qnld de porrlcidio Anglicana 
sfinserim. Inter reffiddai, si locum mihi dat, ut omni procul 
dubio datum;, videols brevi pro meritis ornatnm et depesnin. 
Sihil nequB senecCnti ejus, neqnfl Taletndini adverss paroam. 
Ita ilium esdpiam, ut parentem meumille jamdudnm escepit, 
I etiam, st potero. 

"'". SalmiuilinJiiSomiininTectivfe jam ednntnr. Gras- 
MiuiiumiDS nostw etiam regum cansam soscepit defendendam 
contra eundem Miltoaum. 

P. 276. Lndlma^tnun vocat Scribonius passim JUiiUmam, 
ani tamen et nobib loco natus, at fernnt, qui hominem notnnt, 
" '" ■' ■ - ' ' -' inibna, assidnisque 

. aiinis ^ndiorem 

coQegio Busdpiendan 



-K 



_.. se mill, comiqna Ingenlo ainn^ qniqne 

illam non babnisse ee cansam profitetur, sonboninm acerba 
inscctandi, quam qnod ille et vlrbs e mnTimia celebenimlsqne 
nmltis nihil bflnignins esceperit, et qnod in nniTBrsam An^o- 
mm f^ntem, oonyiljia atrociasimia injurins valde fuerit. Si 
nnig Anglorum verslbns illis meis, qaos tn noslj, aliqnid repo- 
i^t, numqnid ridioulua tibi viderer ei illnm a Scribonio 



Toi> Sav& (babuasii) FreinahemI, Boeder!, Monchei'onis, ez- 
banstas aroaa alii, alii gantis fernnt invidiam. 
P. SOS. frodilt et > Clamor tcg^ sangninie,' aine anctgiis 
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nomine, quern tiunen intelligo faciie esse Munaii qui eisi vult 
Yiileri se causie id dedisse, satis pi-odit. Be potius id dcdisse 
paCrono liospiti, uE MJItono frigidum sulf undcret in antecessnvn, 
dum alter maie, ant lacnm orimianm undique oondnottun 

P. 306. £t1uopa (A. Moms) Sociennns ejus triumplium 
egit, ut audio, in amioi eui ledibus de Bubnctis Brilannis- 
GnzettEB carte Londiniensis fabclinm sammt lepidissiamni : 
palmam earn pFxreptam eibi dolet Alastor (Salmngins) gnare 
eimultates cum .Stniope nunc Blcennas exeroet, eiquid fmniE 
cteditur. 

P. 807. ' Clnmorem re^ sungninis' ab Anglo Ecriptnm 
neBcio quo, sed a Moro edilum intellezeniiu. Momnt tnmen 
pairioidie pro auctore ejnsllbritiabent^ ncegregie in Gazetti?, 
nt vocant, Londinensibns deTiicaruut, tonquatn confeasa Bit 
ab illo, AJuatoria (Salmusii) pedisequa addito hoc epigram- 



Agnoscis in illo Ouweiani acnininis ineptias, quod TJIitiua 
beius mecum commnnlcavit, Alastoris (Satnmsii) sciiptum 
- — i™ A — 1— „,.:j„ „^ — .rf„. J™ ^^ gjjjm tergo, quin jllio 

Sio promlsi' — '- 

^orEuadeii sibi passu? bL. 

P. 323. Magnus ille Fac (Salmasius] qui secnndani VosEii 
ex Snecia Ihgain minabntnr, mihi i;[ii(igne mela multa, ac 
ipsi dominie exitimp, nisi nos a se abigerit, ut ex Moro intet- 
Lgebae nuper, nunc ad plurea abiit. Alii Spadie, alii Aquie- 
grani in balueo mortuum ferunt. Tn^ecti ad Mosnin sepiil. 
turn certe couEtut. Nimimm qni annls tantopere delectabiitur, 
lEter anna sepeliri voiuit. Huno casum accidisse milii non 
valde Ingnbrem fateor, non quod miros hominis edentulos 
Umerem, sed quod trauqnillitatem animi unice amem, qnam 
ille mibi proprinm rc perpetnsm liaud quiujuant reiiquisset. 
Erat etlam el relate, ut uiliil aolidi ant eiuditi ab eo amplius 



P. 596. Liber MiUurd beri hue est aUatus. Exemplar menm 

Sitiit a me reglna. Ipse non nisi cursim dmn perlustravl. 
iliil tale ab Anglo espectaram, et certe nisi rae fallit animus, 
Slucuit quoque, una tantum excepto, bicompanibiii nostra 
lomiiiffi. Uicit lameu Salmasius se perditurum aaetotem 
cam kito purlamento. 

P. 596. JtfiBoni apologiain pro pariamentOBUO, priori aocepi- 
mns hebdomade. Legit istud scriptum incompmabiiia nostra 
domina, et, nisi MIoTj yalde ei plaouit. Certe et ingenium 
isdus Tiii, et eoiib«ndi genus, mtiitis pr^sentibns coliaudavit. 
SalmaaiuB jani sese adTespondendani aeeingit quamvjs uec- 
dnm a diuturno morbo convoluerit, irn tumeu satis ei suppe- 
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p. 60O. VirvUentmn Mlllimi librnm jamdudum ad Toa pec- 
latum confido, qua editiones quinque jam liio vidimus. 
Belgicam etiam VBreionem, Gollioam nunc adornari ferunt. 

P. 603. Ei MUtaniana libra uuionm tantmn esemplar 
Holmiara perlatnm mlror, cnm tria uno eodemquB tempore, 
fuisse mlssa Eciam. Est hio liber in omnium liio mMiibns 
ob argmnenti nobiiitatem, et jam qnatoor, prteter Anglionnam, 
aditioiies Tidimus, unam in quarti ut Tocant formS Goodie 
editum, tcea In doodeclma, quanun pvimam L. Elzevirins, 
seoundara J. Jaraenius, tertlam TMentenaia nesoio quia 
edidit, quinta in octava lormie editia. HagiB sub proelo sudat 
ut monet Elzevirins. Belgicam yeisiotiem video etiom oir- 
cumferri, Gallioom especCaii femnt. 31ilimHa ills qnis sit 
non satis oonatat Vidi qni adflrmM^nt, infimo loco natum : 
eruditum tamen, et plebiorum liicUonB ad maximam digni- 
tatem promotum. L. ElzeTirius adfinnat, oerto sibi constare 
hominem esse et nobili loco natum, et opnlentum, a teipub- 
licffi mnniia negotiisque omnibna cemotum, ao sibi in nice 
Btio Tiyentem. Beflitavit Anglico sermona Iconem Basilicam, 
qni liber inter Paiiamentarios masimo est in pretlo. Poe- 
mata etiam Latiiia edidit, sed quia in manns meas Iiactemis 
n&n pervenenmt. Si certiora cognovero, faciam ut es me 
iatelugas. 

v. 605. Valde quoque gratnm 6rit, si porro aicnifica- 
veria, quis et quabs alt iale JHUobui, Iconooiasleni si Labeas, 
rOEO at transmittaa. 

P. 606. Salmasius situs est in raeditatione opens conba 
Mitiaaim. Lepidum est, quod da Graawiiiohelio narras, 
male mnlctabihir, ei Millmim adtigerit. 

T> cni n^ ;: -j „ yajetudinem Eegre admodmn 



reddit convitJa ii< 
saperetur. 

P. 621. Graswinoheiio interdictum esse, do pergat ia jffit 
tono oonfatando, Eegre fert Salmasina. Vernm idem ok animo 
gaudet iibmm ififlwii, Lutetice publioe a camifloe esse com- 
lins N n opus, nt meum de boo scripto interponam 

m un hoc sojo, fatum esse bononun fere libromra, 
mod Tel pereant vel periciitentar. Homines ple- 

r scelara et praritatem manna caraificum 

iro virtuHs et priestantim ei^o. Soli fatuorora 

n meturait casus. Sed sane fmstra aun^ qui 

h m d sstlrpare posse existimant MHoni et aliorum 

S pta m potios flammis istis, minim qoantnm cbireacant 

U ce tu Qua antem de Miltoni conditione, ad ma 

actibis, illaconvemrapnto cum ii3,quo;til)i ante hebdomades 

aliquot aignificaTi. 

P. 643. De motibuS Angiicania certion procul dubio ex 



'"^ t,a e' 
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illo inlelligere possis. Ego qiiippe mro in publicum prn- 
dco, ot nonme multum Immlsceo publicis rnmoribns. Mil- 
toniim cffioum esse factnm, jnm tibi signifieavi, nddunt alii 

P. 64T. Da ithiope (Moro) flt AnglS (Ponlia famuia 
Salmasii) lepida aunt et festiva qua reponis, Sed nunc 
negaat ea vera esse, et sparsa esse ab Mtdevolis quibus- 
dam. Sane constant mibi Auglam istam omues ^thiopi 
(Moro), raddidiasB amatoriaa buqs. Inter ipsam et Salma- 
sium lis forte orietnr (qucenam intec tuJes possit esse dinturua 
Concordia), propter libnun h!c eicusnm, oui tltulus " Cla- 
mor Sanguinis Eeni iu Ccelum." Soriptus ille videtur a 
quovis Anonymo Anglo tninsmisBua vero Salmasio, divui- 
gatns vero ab ^thiopa (Moro). Propter Besaglnta esem- 
plaria, quia permisit typographos, inter ipsos est eontentio. 

F. 619. De ' Moro ' vero qua scribls, quam snut an lepida, 

!uam venusta. Auctor sane ai sim^ at nummum det cum 
So inscriptione, "Subacta Britannia" yeram vide qitam 
ingratns sit iete heros erga Jlthiopem, ci\|ns tamen clavs 
istiun debet ^ct«riam, quoniam is nou cupit earn uxorem 
ducere, acerrime nunc illnm peraequitor. Itihi sane Jithiops 
multo reetjns feotums fuisse ridetur, si es Ovidii tni prce- 
oepto a Domina looipisEet Minor quidem volnptas ista 
fnlBSit, Bed ]onge tnajorem inivisset gratiam, divmgata est 
passim hoM fabella etiam in gazettis pnbliois Londiuensibos 
addita etiam Epigrammata. 

P. 651. De Salmasio nihil omnino habeo, qnod tibi sig- 
niSccm. Credo enim etiamnum cum solito euo malo con- 
fllctail. GettnliC taroen non nemo, eum nunc moHuscule 
valere. Lis ipsi est cum Moro. Cupit enim ut is AngL- 
canam sunm in nxorem duoat, quod alter reeusat Verum 
isti duo boni amantes, qui nuper tam euaviter et amice 
oscnla jnngebanC, Talde nnno sibi invicem snnt infensi. 
Anta quatmduum siijuidem, cnm forte Maurus huio nostne 
ocourreret in vastft ista areii, quce ledibus Salmasii a^jacet, 
statim ilia capillitium ejoi invasltj plui{bust|ne adfecit ver- 
beribos. Heque eo contenta, etiam fusta m ilium sievirB 
conabatur, nisi bonus ille sooius in horreum confunsset, super 
etmicem qnandam, jactuqae se vindlcasset cccspitmn. Huio 
Ipeelaovflo sou deflut ingens spectntorum numerus, qui ex 
vicinia passim eo oonfluxerant, vides qnam omnes in lis ledi- 
bus sunt jTiwiucoKporou/ffiiNM, facile hino posBls conjlcere, 
falsos fiiisse rumores qui de ' Snbaota Britannia' nnsaim 
ftiere sparel, cum lUa potlns Maunim snbegerit, vel, s 

Bit rumor, adpare' '- =" ■--■ — 

P. 662. S^mai 
Gceptus est jam escudl, qui mole i 
Miltbnum passim Catamitum Tocat, aitquo euro in Italia vilis- 
simum fnisse scortnm, et passim nnmmis nates prostituis^, 
examinat quoque passim Carmiua ejus I^tina. Dlssidinm 
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vero quod exercet cum Moro, indies crescit, pceaprtira p 
quam in jus vooavit Auglicam, infensua quoque est 
EOmine, nempe quod ipsum Jlorus Cornieenim vccarit 

P. 669. iriltonnni mortr ..^j.-S- -■- --.- 

cimiis, sod pricsttit in lirie 
Syooplmntia eommlttantnr. 
steniuB, iu*ii I'So adekgonlk ^.. _. 
fregaaiter. Pagans I^tur SaJmasisme 

Bssertus, sed qua (route alienoa late vi 

cinEia uibil est oncatiTia? ^nod ait sdversarluiu 1 

im tutfla fu „ ^„ 

HetruBcia J 
ler quo9 multo yirit tempore, ob mores nimi 

de religions liberta disputuret, ae mnlta in 
— aoerbe effnliret, qoavis oooasione. 
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COJIPLDIFA'TAEY \T;RSES. 



Cnnama Miltoni, qi 
Sea cunatos, et cuncti ^ 

Ei lata, et fines cauluiBt lal 

IntluiB pandimtor masni penetrntia mimdi; 

ScrlffltoT et toto quicquld In orbe lutet ; 
Tentegne, tractiuqne muria, crelomque pcofundum 

Snlphnjeumqna Eribi flmnmiTOmiunqtia speons ; 
Qnfflqna colnnt terras, portumque et Tartan CEeea, 

Qneqne coltint anmmi lucidn regna poli; 
Et qnodounque ollia conclusum est finilms Qsqnam, 

Et eine Sne Chaos, et wue fine Dens ; 



Hate qni spararet quis credetet *sae flitntum ? 

Et tamen hsec hodie term Bciianna legit, 
qofintos in bella duces ! quffi protulit arma ! 
■ <ju!e iMinit, et quanln, p™iiii dira tuba. 
Ccelestesaoiesi atque in oertamine cielinn I 

Et qnfe cceiestes puena deceret agros ] 
Qnantne in stheriis tollit te Lndtbr lumie, 

Atque ipso graditnr vix Miobaele minor ! 
Quantis, ^ qtuim ftmeelnB cononiritnr iria 

Dum ferus iiio stelias prolegit, ille rapit 1 
Dran Tuisos monteB cen teiu reoiproca torquent 

£t non moFtaJl deenper igne plnmit ; 
Slat dubius cui se parti oonoedat (^mpua, 

Et molnit pnmiB non superesee suse, 
At simul in cam iieesiiB insignia fhlgent, 

EC cnrro; animeB, armiiqne digna Deo, 
HoFTondumqiio rotEe stridenti et sajva rotamni 

Emmpnnt tocvia fnlgura luminibns, 
Et flanuniE vibrant, et vera tonitnia rauco 

Adnustis flammis Insouuere Poio, 
Eitoidit attonitis mens omnis, ot impetus omnia 

Et cassis destris irrita tella cadunt. 
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Ad pcenaa fugiunt, et ceu fotet Orcua asylum 
Infemis certant condere so leneliris. 

Cedite Eomani aetiptorBs, cedite Graii 
Etquo3 fama recens vel eel BbroYit anus. 

Esec quiounque leget tanlum oeoinisse putabit 
Iteonidera ranaa, Virgilium culioes. 

Sajiuel Barrow, 



ON PABADISE LOST. 

When I Iteheld the poet blind, yet bold. 
In slender book his yast desiga lujbld, 
MBBsiah orowQ'd, God's reconoil'd decree, 
Rebellins angelB, the forbidden tree, 
Heaven, bell, earth, ohaoB, all; the ncgnment 
Held me anhilo misdonbting his Intent, 
That he would ruino (for I saw him strong) 
The sacred troths to Fable and old song : 
(So SnmpBon grop'd the temple's posta in spite) 
The world o'erwHelmiag to revenge his sight. 

Yet as I read, soon growing less Bevore, 
I Uk'd his project, (he snooess did fear; 
Throngh that wide field how he his wav shoold flo 
O'er which lame faith leads nnderstanding blindi 
Lest he perples'd the thmgs he wonld explam. 
And what was easy he should render TaJn. 

Or if a work so mfinite he spann'd, 
Jealous I waa Uiat some less skilful hand ■ 
( Such aa disquiet alwaja what is wall, 
And by ill imitating would escel) 
Mif^tbence presume the whole creation's day 
To change in scenes, and show it in a play. 

Pardon me, mighty poet, nor despise 
My causeless, jet not Impious, surmise. 
But I am now eonvlnc'd, and none will dare 
Within thy labours to pretend a share. 
Thou hast not miss'd one thought that could be fit 
And all that was improper dost omit: 
Bo tliat no room is here for writers left. 
But to detect then: ignorance or theft. 
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That majcstj which tlirough thy work clol 
Draws the devout, deterring the profane. 
And things divine thou treat'st of in such £t 
Aa them ptBaerres, and thee, hiTiolata. 
At once delight and horror on ns seize, 
Thou Bing'st with so mnch gravitj and enae, 
And above human flight dost soar aloft 
With plume so strong, so equal, and so soft. 
The bird nani'd from that pBisdise j^n sing 
So never flage, but always keeps on wing. 

Where eowd'st fliou words of such a oomp 
Whence tbmish such a, vast ezpanEe of mind 
Jast haavan thee like lireslos to requif e 
Kewards witi propheoy thy loss of sight. 



miglitest thon acom tiiy readers to allure 

nkungihyme, of thy own sense secure; 

While the town-Oayes wrltea ail the while and spells. 



And like a pack-horse tires without his bells : 
Their fancies like our bushy points appear, 
The poeta tag them, we for fashion wear. 
1 too, transported by the mode, olTend, 
And while I meant to praise thee must comme 
Thy Terse created like thy theme sublime, 
In numiier, weight, and measure, needs not chi 
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"THE VERSE." 

" The measure is English Heroic Terse witLont 
Bime, as that of Homer in Greek, and of Virgil 
m Latin; Eime being no necessary Adjunct or 
true Ornament of Poem or good Verse, in longer 
Works especially, but the Invention of a barbarous 
Age,fo set off wretched matter and lame Meefer; 
grac't indeed since hy the use of some famous 
modem Poets, carried away by Custom, but much 
to thir own vexation, hindrance, and constraint, 
to express many things otherwise, and for the 
most part worse, then else they would have ex- 
prest them. Not without cause, therefore, some 
both ItaUan and Spanish Poets of prime note, 
have rejected £ime both in longer and shorter 
Works, as have also, long since, our best English 
Tragedies, as a thing of itself, to all judicious 
eares, triveal and of no true musical delight; 
which consists only in apt Numbers, fit quantity 
of Syllables, and the sense variously drawn out 
from one verse into another, not in the jingling 
sound of like endings, a fault avoyded by the 
learned Ancients both ia Poetry and all good 
Oratory. Tliis neglect then of Rime, so little is 
to be taken for a defect, though it may seem so 
perhaps to vulgar readers, that it rather is to be 
esteem'd an example set, the first in English, of 
ancient liberty recover'd to Heroic Poem from the 
troublesom and modem bondage of Euneing." 
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PARADISE LOST 



ra TttTLYI-: BOOKS. 
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PARADISE LOST. 
BOOK I. 



Tma first book propoMs, first in brief, the ■whole subject, 
rasn'9 disobedience, and llie Joss thereapon of Famdise, 
■wlicrein he was placed. Then touches the prime cause of 
his fnll, the serpent, or rather Satan in the seipent; vho, 
revolting from God, and dran'ing to his side many legions of 
Angels, was 'by the connnnnd of God driven out of ben.ven 
with ail his crew into the grent deep. Wliich action passed 
over, tJie Foem liastes into tbe midst of thing;, presenChig 
Satan 'wtlh his Angels now fhllen into hell, described bcre, 
not in the centre, for heaven and earth may be supposed as 
yet not made, certaiaiy not yet accursed, but in a place of 
utter darkness, Gtliest called Oliaos: Here Satan with bis 
Angels lying on the bnniing lake, thunderstruck and aslji- 
iiished, after a certi^n space recoreis, as fh>m confusion, calls 
np bhn TTho next iu order and dignity lay by Mm; they 
confer of Iheir miserable falL Satan awakens all his legions, 
who lay Ull then in the some manner c<mfouiid6iii they rise; 
their numbeis, array of battel, theh- chief leaders named, ac- 
cording to the idols known afterwards in Canaan and the 
countries adjoining. To these Satan directs his speech, com- 
forts them with hope jet of regaining heaven, but tells them 
lastly ofa.newworidandnewkindofcreatore to be created, 
according to an ancient prophecy or report in heaven : for 
that Angels were long before this visible creation, was the 
opinion of many ancient Fathers. To find out the truth of 
this prophecy, and what to determine thereon, he refers to n 
iUi cotmoil. What his associates thence attempt. Fandie- 
monium, the palace of Satan, rises, suddenly built out of Ihs 
deep : the infemaJ Peers there sit in connoil. 
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Op Man's first disoliedience and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, ■whose mortal taste 
Brought death into the world and all our woe, 
"With loss of Eden, till one greater Man 
Eesfore us and regdn the hhssful seat, . s 

Sing heav'nly Muse, that on the secret top 
Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire 
Tliat shepherd, who first taught the ehosen seed. 
In the beginning how the heavens and earth 
Eose out of Cliaos ; or if Sion liill lo 

Delight thee more, and Siloa's brook tliat fiow'd 
Fast by the oracle of God ; I thence~ 
Invoke thy aid to my advent'rous song, 
That with no middle flight intends to soar 
Above th' Aonian mount, while it pursues u 

Things unattempted yet ia prose or rhyme. 

And chiefly thou, Spirit, that dost prefer 
Before all temples th' upright heart and pure, 
Instruet me, for thbu know'st ; thou from the first 
Wast present, and with mighty wings outspread m 
Dove-like sat'st brooding on the vast abyss, 
And mad'st it pregnant: what in me is dark 
lEumine, what is low raise and support; 

^^ T. Ariosto Orl. For. c. i. st. 3. Orlando Innam. di 
Bolardo, rifkc. da Bernj, lib. IL o. xxs. st. 1. 
' Com' avvien, che ne in pr<isa i detia, o ia rima 
Qtsa, che non sia stata delta pnma.' Bewle, Pearce. 
" littlracil Theoc Id, ssii. 118. 

elwi flfd. ai) yiip olcSa. Neiiioii, 
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That to the height of this great argument 

1 may assert eternal Providence, ^ 

And justify the ways of God to men. 

Say first, for heav'n hides nothingfrom thy view. 
Nor the deep tract of hell ; say first, what cause 
Mov'd our grand parents in that happy state, 
Favour'd of heav'n so highly, to fall off * 

From their Creator, and transgress his will 
For one restraint, lords of the world besides ? 
Who first seduc'd them to that foul revolt ? 
Th' infernal serpent ; he it was, whose guile, 
Stirr'd up with envy and revenge, deceiv'd as 

The mother of mankind, what time his pride 
Had cast him out from heav'n, with all his host 
Of rebel angela, by whose aid aapiiing 
To set himself in gloiy above his peci-s, 
He trusted to have equall'd the Most High, m 
If he oppos'd ; and with ambitious aim 
Against the throne and monarchy of God 
Rais'd impious war in heav'n and battel proud, 
"With vain attempt. Him the Almighty Power 
Hurl'd headlong flaming fi-om th' ethereal sky, « 
With hideous ruin and combustion, down 
To bottomless perdition, there to dwell 
In adamantine chains and penal fire, 
Who durst defy th' Omnipotent to arms. 
Nine times the space that measures day and night 

S3 Who] V. Horn. H. i. 8. Hime. 

48 adamaatme] t. Spenser. 'Together liiik'd in adumtni- 
tine rfain*.' Sea Todd's Note. 
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To moi-tal men, he with his horrid crew 

Lay vanquish'd, rolling in the flery gulf, 

Confounded though immortal : but his doom 

Eeserv'd Mm to more wrath ; for now the thought 

Both of lost happiness and lasting pain ss 

Torments him ; round he throws his baleful eyes, 

That witness'd huge affliction and dismay, 

Mix'd with obdurate pride and stedfast hate. 

At once, as far as angels ken, he views 

The dismal situation waste and wild ; ea 

A dungeon horrible, on all sides round. 

As one great furnace, flam'd ; yet from those flames 

No light, but rather darkness visible 

Serv'd only to discover sights of woe, 

Regions of sorrow, doleful shades, where pea^e «5 

And rest can never dwell, hope never comes. 

That comes to aD ; but torture without end 

StiU urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 

With erer-buming sulphur unconsum'd. 

Such place eternal justice had prepar'd m 

For those rebellious ; here their prison ordain'd 

In utter darkness, and their portion set 

As far rcmov'd from God and light of heaven. 

As from the centre thrice to th' utmost pole. 

how unlike the place from whence they fell! ra 

ao (tortnEH tsjiJfe] v. Seneofe Ep. 67 de Crypt Keapol. 
' Nihil jllis faucibus obsourius; qute nobis pr'PBtanl, nt noa 
;jei- feneJras isrfeonius, ted ui ipans.' Seiitl 3IS 

«* Iwpe] Compare Jer. Taylor's Conlcmrlationi, p 211, 
and sw JMfs Nole, p. 16. 
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There the companions of Lis fall, o'erwhelm'd 
With floods and whirlwinds of tempestuous fire, 
He soon discerns, and welt'ring by his side 
One next himself in power, and next in crime. 
Long after known in Palestine, and nam'd 3« 

Beiilzehub : To whom th' arch-enemy, 
And thence in heav'n call'd Satan, with bold words 
Breaking the horrid sUence, thus began. 

If thou heest he — But how fall'n ! how chang'd 
From him, who in the happy realms of light, bs 
Cloath'd with transcendent brightness, didst out- 
Myriads, though bright! If he, whom mutual league, 
United thoughts and counsels, equal hope 
And hazard in the glorious enterprize, 
Join'd witli me oace, now misery hath join'd so 
In equal ruin : into what pit thou seest 
From what height fall'n, so much the stronger prov'd 
He with his thunder ; and till then who knew 
The force of those dire arms ? yet not for those, 
Nor what the potent victor in his rage « 

Can else inflict, do I repent, or change, 
Though chang'd in outward lustre, that fii'd mind 
And high disdain from sense of injur'd merit, 
Tliat with the Mightiest rais'd me to contend, 
And to the fierce contention brought along im 



15 Isaiob, 3tiy. 12. Vii^. Ma. ii. Hi. 

ei-mihi! qualiscmt! qimirtum mutatus ab iJlo I ' Ntxlm. 

IS high] Spens. I'. Queen. 1). 1. c. i.s. 19. ' giief, luid high 
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Innumerable force of spirits arm'd, 
That durst dislike his reign ; and, me preferring, 
His utmost power with adverse power oppos'd 
In dubious battel on the plains of heav'n, 
And shook Lis throne. "What though the field ha 
All is not lost ; th' unconquerable will, [lost ? 
And study of revenge, immortal hate 
And courage never to submit or yield, 
And what is else Dot to be overconje ; 
That glory never shall his wrath or might no 
Extort from me : to bow and sue for grace 
"With suppliant knoe, and deify his power, 
Who from the terror of this arm so hite 
Doubted Ha empire, that were bw indeed, 
That were an ignominy and shame beneath i" 
This downfal ; since by fete .the strength of gods 
And this empyreal substance cannot fail ; 
Since through experience of this great event. 
In arms not worse, in foresight much advanc'd. 
We may with more successful hope resolve >m 
To wage hy force or guile eternal war, 
Irreconcileable to our grand foe. 
Who now triumphs, and in th' excess of joy 
Sole reigning holds the tyranny of heav'n. 

So spake th' apostate angel, though in pain, i» 
Vaunting aloud, hut rack'd with deep despair: 
And him thus answer'd soon his bold compeer. 

Prince, O chief of many throned Powers, 
That led th' imbatteU'd seraphim to war 
Under tliy conduct, and, in dreadful deeds i* 
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Fearless, endanger'd heaven's perpetual King, 

And put to proof his high supremacy ; 

■Whether upheld by strenglh, or chance, or fate, 

Too well I see and me the dire event. 

That with sad overlhrow and foul defeat iss 

Hath lost US heav'n, and all this mighty host 

In horrible destruction laid thus low, 

As far as gods and heavenly essences 

Can perish : for the mind and spirit remains 

Invincible, and vigour soon returns, no 

Though all our glory extinct, and happy stat« 

Here swaJlow'd up in endless misery. 

But what if he our conqueror, whom I now 

Of force believe almighty, since no less fours, 

Thau such could have o'erpower'd such force as 

HavG left us this our spirit and strength entire, 

Strongly to suffer and support our pains, 

Tliat we may so suffice his vengeful ire, 

Or do him mightier service, as his thralls 

^perpaaal\ Consult Kewlon'a nole on tlie word 'per- 
peiaaV 

iw tninS and qiirif] So Satan in the Adamua Essnl of 
Grotina, p. 32, ed. Lauder. 

' Abstulit aortem Deua 

Qnam potiiit, animia priatinnm niausit decua, 
Et cor, profunda providiun sapientia ; 
Sniit reliqua nobis regua, snnt Tires snsi, 

Multa et potealas' 

1** Itinadble'] v. JIaohyli Promethens, ver. 1060. 

"Ef Ts KEAmcmi 

T^apoi' apd^ jii^us SifiitQ 
Toi^ji, avayKtlc ffTtjJ^uV A'wuf. 
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8 PARAPISE LOST. 

By right of war, whate'er his business be, iso 

Here in the heart of hell to work in fire, 

Or do his errands in the gloomy deep : 

What can it then avail, though yet we feel 

Strength undiminish'd, or ef«maJ being 

To undergo eternal punishment ? '» 

Whereto with speedy woi-ds th' arch-fiend reply'd. 

FaU'n cherub, to be weak is miserable, 
Doing or sufi'ering : but of this be sure, 
To do ought good never will be o«r task, 
But ever to do ill our sole delight ; '■•» 

As being the contrary to his high will, 
Whom we resist. If then his providence 
Out of our evil seek to bring forth good, 
Our labour must be to pervert that end, 
And out of good still to find means of evil ; '^ 
Which oft-times may succeed, so as perhaps 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and disturb 
His inmost counsels from their destin'd aim. 
But see ! the angry victor hath recaU'd 
His mmisters of vengeance and pursuit '■k 

Back to the gates of heav'n : the sulphurous hail, 
Shot after us in storm, o'erblown hath laid 
The fiery surge, that from the precipice 
Of heaven receiv'd us fiilling, and the thunder, 
Wing'd with red lightnmg and impetuous rage, ira 
s hath spent his shafts, and ceases now 



IK Smng or suffering] ' Qnodvis pati, qnidvis facero.' 
Planti MUca. v. 9. See PricKuni mJ Apulcl Apolog. 
p. 16S. 
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To bellow through the vast and boundless deep. 

Let us not slip th' occasion, whether scom 

Or satiate fury yield it from our foe. 

Sccst thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild, iso 

The seat of desolation, Toid of light, 

Save what the glimmering of these livid flames 

Casts pale and dreadful ? thither let us tend 

From o£F the tossing of these fiery waves ; 

There rest, if any rest can harbour there, i^ 

And, reassembling our afflicted powers, 

Consult how we may heacefortli most offend 

Our enemy; our own loss how repair; 

How oyercojne this dire calamity j 

Wiat reinforcement we may gain from hope ; ™ 

If not, what resolution from despair. 

Thus Satan talking to his nearest mate. 
With head up-lift above the wave, and eyes 
That sparkling blaa'd ; his other parts besides 
Prone on tlie flood, extended long and large, i^ 
Lay floating many a rood, in bulk as huge 
As whom the fables name of monstrous size, 
Titanian, or Earth-bom, that warr'd on Jove, 
Briareiis, or Typhon, whom the den 
By ancient Tarsus held, or that sea-beast 

1" To bellow] See Hemy More's Foeras, p. 31i. 

' The hoarse beUaaing of the thunder.' 
191 iwd] Danta Inf. e. T. 28. 

' Lnogo d'ogni luce muto,' Todd. 
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10 FARADISE LOST, 

Leviatlian, which God of all his works 

Created hugest that swim th' ocean stream ; 

Him haply slumb'ring on the Norway foam 

The pilot of some small night-founder'd skiff 

Deeming some island, oft, as seamen tell, sos 

With fixed anchor in his scaly riud 

Moors by his side under the lee, while night 

Invests the sea, and wished mom delays : 

So stretch'd out huge in length the arch-fiend lay, 

Chain'd on the burning lalie, nor ever thence am 

Had ris'n or heav'd his head, but tliat the will 

ang some iiland] At Sir William Drary's liousa 
:ad in Snffollc (built in regn. Elizab.), ia a closet 
with painted pimnels of the age of James I. One (no. 33.) 
ia a ship tliat lias anchored on a whale which is in motion. 
The motto, 'nusqunm tnta fides.' Sec CuHiaa'i Bid. of 
Eawatead, p. 164, where is an engraving of it. 
505 siioiid] Thus Dionjali Perieg. 69fi. 
uii^t ii Tzavm 
Kj/rea Sivi^ J;pnKrai, ipvSpaimi ^ori jrovrou, 
OipErrai ^fj^arouTiv hoiKora. 
And so in the Orlando Iimam. of Boiardo, lifac. da Bemi, 
lib. ii. canto siii. stan. 60. 

' n doflso sol mostrava ch' h mag^ore 
Ch' undici passi, ed anche pii d'alteazn, 
E rerament*, a ohi la guarda, pare 
Un' isoletta nel mezzo del maro.' 
Compare also ATieni Disc. Orbis, p. fSi-S, and Pia Hila- 
ria, p. B2. ' Basil affirms that whales are eqnal to the greatest 
mountains, and their backs, when thej show above the water, 
fife to isliflaS.' «. Brereaood m Languages, p. 1S3. 
206 Invests] v. Stat. Theb. hb. i. 51. 

' tellurem prosimus umbra, 

Vestit Athoa.' ■■■■■- 
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Ajid high peTmission of all-ruling heaven 

Left Lim at large to liis own dark designs ; 

That with reiterated crimes he might 

Heap on himself damnation, while he sought sis 

Evil to others, and enrag'd might see 

How all his maUce serv'd but to bring forth 

iDflnite goodness, grace, and mercy shewn 

On man by him seduc'd ; but on himself 

Treble confusion, wrath, and vengeance pour'd. kd 

Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 

His mighty stature ; on each hand the flames 

Driv'n backward slope their pointing spu'es, and 

In billows leave i' th' midst a horrid vale. [roU'd 

Then with expanded wings he steers his flight ts 

Aloft, incumbent on the dusky air. 

That felt unusual weight, till on dry land 

He Hghts, if it were land that ever hurn'd 

With solid, as the lake with liquid, fire ; 

And such appear'd in hue, as when the force ™ 

Of subterraneaa wind transports a hill 

Tom from Pelorua, or the shatter'd side 

Of thund'ring ^tna, whose combustible 

And fuel'd entrails thence conceiving Are, 

Siiblim'd witi mineral fury, aid the wmds, ess 

And leave a singed bottom, al! involv'd 

With stench and smoke : such resting found the sole 

Of unbless'd feet. Him foUow'd his next mate, 

'S2 Pehras] See Danta, Pnradiao, c. 8. Tar. 68. 
' Tra Pachino e Pdoro aopra 'I golfo, 
Che ricsve da Enro maggior briga,' 
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13 PARADISE LOST. 

Both glorying to have scap'd the Stygian flood, 
As gods, and by their own recover'd strength, m 
Not by the sufferance of supernal power. 

Is this the region, this the soil, the clime, 
Said then the lost arch-angcl, this the seat 
That we must change for heaven, this mournful 

gloom 
For that celestial light? be it so, since he, a« 
"Wlio now is SoVreign, can dispose and bid 
What shall he right : farthest from him is hest, 
"Whom reason hath equall'd, force hath made 

supreme 
Ahove his equals. Farewell happy fields, 
Where joy for ever dwells : hall horrors ; hail sm 
Infernal world ; and thou profoundest hell 
Receive thy new possessor ; one who brings 
A mind not to he chang'd by place or time. 
The mind is its own place, and in itself 
Can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven, sm 
"What matter where, if I be still the same, 
And what I should be, all but less tlian he 
Whom thunder hath made greater ? here at least 
"We shall be free ; th' Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence : 200 
Here we may reign secure, and in my clioice 
To reign is worth ambition, though in heU : 

M" recmer'd streaglh] KeTigomta, casTimed, recoveriug, 
reviving, self-ndeed, self reeoverefl. Senil. ChaJ. MSS. 
2*1 sufercmce] Compare Horn. Od. iv. 603. 
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Better to reign in hell, than serve in heaven. 
Bnt wherefore let we then our faitliful friends, 
Th' associates and copartners of our loss, 2m 

Lie thus astonish'd on tV oblivious pool. 
And call them not to share with us their part 
In this unhappy mansion ; or once more 
"With rallied arms to try what may be y^t 
Eegain'd in heaven, or what more lost in hell ? sm 

So Satan spake, Mid him Beelzebub 
Thus answer'd : I^eader of those armies bright, 
"Which hut th' Omnipotent none could have foil'd, 
If once they hear that voice, Iheir liveliest pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard so oft srs 
In worst extremes, and on the perilous edge 
Of battel when it rag'd, in all assaults 
Their surest signal, they will soon resume 
New courage and revive, though now they lie 
Grovling and prostrate on yon lake of fire, sw 
As we erewhUe, astounded and amaa'd. 
No wonder, fall'n such a pernicious highth. 

He scarce had ceas'd, when the superior fiend 
Was moving toward the shore; his ponderous 

shield, 
Ethereal temper, massy, large, and round, sbs 
Behind him east; the broad circumference 
Hang on Ms shoulders like the moon, whose orb 

=93 Betkr} See Sscliyli Promctlieus, ver. 87e. 

Kpetaami yip oljiai Ty<Sc ^Tpcinv jtirp^i, 
"H iroTpi jiivai Zr/vl jtunbii iiyyckov. 
VOL. I. 12 
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14 rARADISE LOST. 

Through optic glass the Tuscan artist views 
At ev'niDg, irom the top of FesoM 
Or in Valdamo, t*descry new lands, 
Eivers or mountains .in their spotty globe. 
Hia spear, to equal which the tallest pine, 
Hewn on Noi-wegian hills to be the mast 
Of some great ammii-al, were but a wand, 
He walt'd with to support uneasy steps 
Over the burning marie, not like those steps 
On heaven's azure, and the torrid clime 
Smote on him sore besides, vaulted willi fire. 
NatlJess he so indur'd, till on the beach 
Of that inflamed sea he stood, and call'd 



I!SS optic sl«i»] See Henry Moro's Poems (Inf. of WorldE); 
St. 91. 

' But that experiment of the qitich glane,' 
and Davenimt's Gondibert, p. ISS. 

' Or reacli wilh optick tabea the ragged moon.' 
sw maa] See Luoiln Sat. lib. sv. 1. p. 182. 

' poiTO hnic majus haeillum 

Qnam malm navi in ootbita masimns ulia.' 
And Ovid Metara. siii. T83. 
' Cni postquom pinus, baculi qu» prfflbuit usum, 
Anta pedes posita est, antennis apta farcndis.' 
Cowley's Davideis, lib. iii. Tec. iT. 
' His spear the trunk was of a lofty tree, 
Which nature meant some tall ship's mast to be.' 
Keysler's Travels, ii. 117. ' They shew here the mast of a 
ship, which the common people baliBve to be the iance of 
Bolando the great.' Pops probably mistook the sense, when, 
in Horn. H. siii. 191, he says, 

' Or pine, fit mast for soma great admiral.' 
Mr. Dyce refers to Qnintns Sniymiens, lib. v. ver. US. 
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BOOK I. 15 

His legions, angel forms, who lay entrana'd. 

Thick as autumnal leaves that etrow the brooks 

In Vallomhrosa, where th' Etrurian shades 

High OFcrarch'd imhow'r; or scatteFd sedge 

Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion arm'd its 

Hath vex'd the Eed-sea coast, whose waves o'er- 

Eusiris and his Memphian chivalry, [threw 

While with perfidious hatred they pursu'd 

The sojourners of Goshen, who beheld 

From the safe shore their floating carcases sio 

And broken chariot wheels : so thick bcstrown 

Abject and lost lay tliesc, covering the flood, 

Under amazement of their hideous change. 

He call'd so loud, that all the hollow deep 

Of hell resounded; Princes, Potentates, sis 

TVarriors, the flow'r of heaven, once yours, now lost. 

If such astonishment as this can seize 

Eternal spirits ; or have ye chos'n this place 

After the toil of battel to repose 

Tour wearied vktue, for the ease you find 330 

To slumber here, as m the vales of heaven ? 

Or in this abject posture have ye sworn 

To adore the conqueror? who now beholds 

Cherub and seraph roUmg ia the flood 

With seattcr'd arms and ensigns, till aiion 3a 

His swift: pursuers from heaven gates discern 

Th' advantage, and dcscendmg tread us down 

Thus drooping, or with linked thunderbolts 

Transfix us to the bottom of this gulf. 

Awake, arise, or be for ever fallen ! 330 
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16 PARADISE LOST. 

They heard, and were abash'd, and up they 

Upon tiic wing, as when men wont to watch 
On duty, sleeping fouDd by whom they dread, 
Eouse and bestir themselves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight mj 

la which they were, or f iie fierce pains not fee! ; 
Tet to their General's voice they soon ohey'd. 
Innumerable. As when the potent rod 
Of Amram's Son, in ^Egypt's evil day, 
"Wav'd round the coast up call'd a pitchy cloud 310 
Of locusts, warping on die eastern wind, 
That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night, and darken'd all the land of Nile : 
So numberless were those bad angels seen 
Hovering on wing under the cope of hell, ais 

'Twixt upper, nether, and surrounding fires; 
Till, as a signal giv'n, th' uplifted spear 
Of their great Sultan waving to direct 
Tlieir course, in even balance down they light 
On the firm brimstone, and fill all the plain ; sa 
A multitude like which the populous north 
Pour'd never fi-om her frozen loins, to pass 
Rhenc or the Danaw, when her barbarous sons 
Came like ii deluge on the south, and spread 
Beneath Gibraltar to the Libyan sands. aw 

w piWifj cloud] 

' No pitchy storm ivrapt up in swelling clonda.' 

See Sana's Chrisfs Passion, p. ST. 

8M iJiiKow] so Donna (Progr. of Uie Soul, st. ii.) p. 228. 
' At Tagus, Po, Sene, Thamea, and Danow diiie.' 
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BOOK I. 17 

Forthwith from cv'iy squadron and each band 
The heads and leaders thither haste, where stood 
Their great commander ; God-like shapes and 
Excelling human, princely dignities, [forms 

And powers, that erst in heaven sat on thrones ; 
Though of their names in heavenly records now 
Be no memorial, blotted out and raz'd 
By their rebelhon from the books of life, 
i'or had they yet among the eons of Eve sm 

Got them new names ; till wand'ring o'er llio earth 
Through God's high sutferance for the trial of man, 
By feJsities and lies the greatest part 
Of miiniind they corrupted to forsake 
God their creator, and th' invisible 
Glory of him that made them to transform sio 
Oft to the image of a brute, adom'd 
With gay religions full of pomp and gold. 
And devils to adore for deities ; 
Then were they known to men by various names. 
And various idols through the heathen world. 375 
Saj', Muse, their names then known, who first, 
who last, 
Eons'd from the slumber on that fiery couch 
At their great emp'ror's call, as nest in worth, 
Came singly where he stood on the bare strand, 

SM maHHiuTl so accented on the first EjUiiLlc in Iley- 
wood's Hierarchie, p. II. 

' Tell me, O then of MAnkinii most accurst.' 
»18 U!ho first] Horn. 11. y. T03. 

hda Tiva irpiiTov, rii-a 6' fcroTOV, Todd. 
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18 PARADISE LOST. 

While flie promiscuous crowd stood yet aloof? ^ 
The chief were those, who, from the pit of hell 
Roaming to seek their prey on earth, durst fis 
Their seats long after next the seat of God, 
Their altars by his altar, gods ador'd 
Among the nations round, and durst abide sss 

Jehovah thund'ring out of Sion, thron'd 
Between the cherubim ; yea, often plae'd 
Within his sanctuary itself their shrines, 
Abominations ; and with cursed things 
His holy rites and solemn feasts profan'd, sm 

And with their daikness durst affront his Lght. 
Fii'st Moloch, horrid king, besmear'd with blood 
Of human saciifice, and parents' teai-s, 
Though for the noise of drums and timbrels loud 
Their children's cries unheard, that past through fire 
To his grim idol. Him the Ammonite mj 

Worship'd in Eabba and her wat'ry pldn, 
In Argob, and in Basan, to tlie stream 
Of utmost Amon. Nor content with such 
Audacious neighbourhood, (he wisest heart «» 
Of Solomon he led by fraud to build 
His temple right against the temple of God, 
On that opprobrious hill, and made his grove 
The pleasant valley of Hinnom, Tophet thence 
And black Gehenna call'd, the type of hell. (k 
Next Ohemos, th' obscene dread of Moab's sons. 
From Aroer to Nebo, and the wild 
Of southmost Abarim ; in Ilcscbon 
And Horonaim, Seon's realm, beyond 



»i..,Goo^lf 



BOOK I. 19 

The flow'ry dale of Sibma clad with ^iues, 4i" 

And Eieale, to th' Asphaltic pool : 

Peor his other name, when he entJc'd 

Israel in Sittim, on their march from Nile, 

To do him wanton rites, which cost them woe. 

Tet thence his lustful oi^ies he enlai^'d (is 

Even to that hill of scandal, by the grove 

Of Moloch homicide, lust hard by hate ; 

Tin good Josiah drove them thence to hell. 

"With these came they, who, from the bord'ring flood 

Of old Euphrates to the brook tliat parts «o 

JEgypt from Syrian ground, had general names 

Of Baalim and Ashtaroth, those male, 

These feminine : for spii'its when they please 

Can either sex assume, or both ; so soil 

And uncompounded is their essence pure ; 4is 

Not tied or manacled with joint or limb. 

Nor founded on the brittle strength of bones, 

Like cumbrous flesh ; but in what shape they choose, 

Dilated or condens'd, briglit or obscure. 

Can execute their airy purposes, <»> 

And works of love or enmity fulfil 

For tiiose tie race of Israel oft forsook 

Their living strength, and unfrequented left 

His righteous allar, bowing lowly down 

To bestial gods ; for which their heads as low *^ 

Bow'd down in battel, sunk before the spear 

Of despicable foes. "With these in ti-oop 

■. Gen. 
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20 PAKADISE LOST. 

Came Asforeth, whom the Piiceniciaiis call'd 
Astarte, queen of heaven, with crescent horna; 
To whose bright image nightly by the moon mo 
Sidonian virgins paid their vows and songs ; 
In Sion also not unsung, where stood 
Her temple on th' offensive mountain, built 
By that usorious king, whose heart though large, 
Beguil'd by fiur idolatresses, fell «« 

To idols foul. Thammuz came next behind, 
Whose annual wound in Ijebanon allur'd 
The Syrian damsels to lamest his fate 
In amorous ditties all a summer's day, 
While smooth Adonis from his native rock ^t 
Ban purple to the sea, suppos'd with blood 
Of Thammuz yearly wounded: the love-tale 
Infected Sion's daughters with like heat, 
Whose wanton passions in the sacred porch 

*«s The Sgi-ian daiiaeh] Compnre Bioijia Iflyl]. i. 22. 
'Aoafpiov poouaa ■aoniv, Kal nai&i KoAeBoii. 

"0 amorous diaUi] dolorous ditties. Baill. MS. 

*ia Saninojilel Ov. Metmn. xli. 111. 

Purpureas popnlari oiede Caicns 

Flusit 

See Mnundrell's Travels, p. 34. We lisd the fortune to see 
what mny be suppoeed to ba the oecnslon of that ophiion 
which Lucian relates conoerning this river (Adonis, caUcd by 
the TurlES, Ibinhim Bassn,) viz. that this Etraam, at certain 
seasons of the year, especially about the feast of Adonis, is 
of fi bloody colour, 'nliich the Heathens loolced upon as pro- 
ceeding from a kind of sympathy in the river, for the death 
of Adonis. Sonicthius lil'O this, we saw, actually came to 
pass, for the water waa stained to a surprisiag redness, and 
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BOOK I. 21 

Ezekiel saw, when by the vision led «3 

His eyes sui-vey'd the dark idolatries 
Of alienated Judah. Jiext came one 
Who moum'd in earnest, when the captive ark 
Maim'd his brute image, head and hands lopt off 
In liis own temple, on the gmnsel edge, *i« 

Where he fell flat, and sham'd his worshippers : 
Dagon his name ; sea monster, upward man 
And downward fish: yet had liis temple high 
Eear'd in Azotus, dreaded through the coast 
Of Palestine, in Gath, and Ascalon, las 

And Accaron, and Gaza's frontier bounds. 
Him follow'd Eimmon, whose delightful seat 
Was fair Damascus, on the fertile banks 
Of Abbana and Pharphar, lucid streams. 
He also against the house of God was bold ; m 
A leper once he lost, and gain'd a king, 
Ahaz his sottish conqueror, whom he drew 
God's altar to disparage, and displace 
For one of Syrian mode, whereon to bum 

as we obaerved in tiavelling, hfid discoloured the sea a great 
way into a reddish hue, occnsionad doubtless by a sort of 
aiiQinm, or red earth, washed into the river by the vioieuce 
of the rain, and not by any stain from Adonia' blood.' 
See also Milton's answer to Eikon Bas. p. 110: 

' Let them who now monm for him ss for Tarnmuz,' 

«» ffnmidedge] See Beanmont's Psvobo, o. viii. st. ISfl. 

■lo Dngoo'a Temple down the idol fell, 

Quite broke his godship on the stronger sell' 

And Qnarlea' Emljlems, p. 302, ' and groundsild every floor.' 

Lisle has also used this word in liis Tranal. of Du Biirtas, 

p. 86, ' to lay the grunslll-plot.' 
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22 PARADISE LOST. 

His odious off' rings, and adore the gods tn 

"WTioin he had vanquish'd. After these appear'd 
A crew, who under names of old renown, 
Osiris, Isis, Orus, and their train, 
"Wilh monstrous shapes and sorceries ahus'd 
Fanatic -^gypt and her priests, to seek m 

Their wand'ring gods disguis'd in brutish forms, 
Esther than human. Nor did Israel 'scape 
Th' infection, when their horrow'd gold eompos'd 
The calf in Oreb; and the rebel king 
Doubled that sin in Bethel and in Dan, its 

Lik'ning his Maker to the grazed os, 
Jehovah, who in one night, when he pass'd 
From ^gjpt marching, eqnal'd with one stroke 
Both her Jirat-bom and all her hleating gods. 
Belial came last, than whom a spirit more lewd <w 
Fell not from heaven, or more gross to love 
Vice for itself: to him no temple stood 
Or altar smok'd ; yet who more oft than he 
In temples and at attars, when the priest 
Turns atheist, as did Eli's sons, who fiU'd w 

"With lust and violence the house of God? 
In courts and palaces he also reigns, 
And in luxurious cities, where the noise 
Of riot ascends ahove their loftiest towers, 
And injury, and outrage: and when night em 

JS» bkaHag] y. ILxod. xii. 13. Numb, xxxiii. 3, i. and Vii-g. 
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BOOK I. 23 

Darkens the streets, flien wander forth, the Bona 
Of Belial, flown with insolence and wine. 
"Witness the streets of Sodom, and that night 
In Gibeah, when the hospitable door 
Expos'd a matron tcr avoid worse rape. sb 

These were the prime in order and ia might ; 
The real were long to tell, though far renown'd, 
Th' Ionian gods, of Javan's issue, held 
Gods, yet confess'd later than heaven and earth. 
Their boasted parents. Titan, heaven's first-bom, 
With his enormous brood and birthright seiz'd 
By younger Saturn, he from mightier Joto, 
His own and Rhea's son, like measure found; 
So Jove usurping reign'd: these first in Crete 
And Ida known ; thence on the snowy top sis 
Of cold Olympus rui'd the middle air. 
Their highest heaven ; or on the Delphian cliff, 
Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 
Of Doric land ; or who with Saturn old 
Fled over Adria to th' Hesperian fields 6=" 

And o'er the Celtic roam'd the utmost isles. 
All these and more came flocking ; but with 

looks 
Down-cast and damp, yet such wherein appear'd 
Obscure some glimpse of joy, to have found their 

chief 
Not ia despair, to have found themselves not lost ^ 
In loss ilself ; which on his count'nance cast 
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2d PAEADISE LOST. 

Like doubtful hue : but be, his wonted pride 
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore 
SemblaDce of woi-th not substance, genlly rais'd 
Their fainting courage, and dispell'd their fears, mo 
Then straight commands, that at the irarlike sound 
Of trumpets loud and clarions bo uprear'd 
His mighty standard: that proud honour claim'd 
Azazel as his right, a cherub tall ; 
Who forthwith from the gUtteiing staff unfurl'd bss 
Th' imperial ensign, which, full high advanc'd. 
Shone like a meteor, streaming to the wind, 
"With gems and golden lustre rich imblas'd, 
Seraphic arms and trophies; all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial sounds; «» 

At which the universal host up sent 
A shout that tore hell's concave, and beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night 
All in a moment through the gloom were seen 
Ten thousand banners rise into the air sb 

TVilh orient colours waving; with them rose 
A forest huge of spears ; and thronging helms 
Appeai'd, and serried shields in thick army 
Of depth immeasurable : anon they move 
In perfect phalanx to the Dorian mood. sx 

530 Sariaa mood] See YuJ. Maximns, Lib. ii. o. 8. J 2. 
'Ejusilem(8part!in£e) ciritatia asercitus lion ante ad dimi- 
candnm deececdera solebant, guam tibice concentu, et ana- 
pfesti pedis modalo cohartationis calorsm animo troxisseat 
vegeto et crebro iclus sona.' And Cio Tuso. Qntest, ii. la, 
Spnitiutarom, quorum proeedit mora ad Cibiam, nee adM- 
betur ulla 3iiie Anapjcstls pedibus hortatjo.' 
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Of flutes and soft i-eeordtrs ; such as raJs'd 
To higlith of noblest temper heroes old 
Arming to battle ; and instead of rage 
Deliberate valop breath'd, firm, and unmov'd 
With dread of death to fliglit or foul retreat ; sjj 
Nor wanting power to mitigate and swage 
"With solemn touches troubled thoughts, and cliase 
Anguish, and doubt, and fear, and sorrow, and pam. 
Prom mortal or immortal minds. Thus they, 
Breathing united force, with fixed thought, ew 
Mov'd on in silence to soft pipes, that charm'd 
Their painful steps o'er the burnt soil ; and now 
Advane'd in view they stand, a horrid front 
Of dreadful length and dazzhng arms, in guise 
Of warriors old with order'd spear and shield, sss 
Awaiting what command their mighty chief 
Had to impose : he through the armed files 
Darts his experienc'd eye, and soon traverse 
The whole battalion views ; their order due, 
Their visages and stature as of gods ; s™ 

Their number last he sums. And now hia heart 
Distends mlh pride, and hard'ning in his strength 
Glories ; for never, since created man, 
Met such imbodied force, as nam'd with these 

Ml loft recorders] See Giles Fletcher, Eclg. 1. 

■And while the sad Seatrder sweetly pMns.' 
KT anaed^fiki] read ' ranked.' See book vi. 840. 
' Then down their idle weapons drop.' 
How then could they have them hers l—Beall. MS. 
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26 TAEADISE LOST. 

Could mmt more than ihat small infantry s7s 
WaiT'd on by cranea ; though all the ^ant brood 
Of Phlegra with th' heroic race were join'd 
That fought at Thebes and Ilium, on each side 
Mix'd with auxiliar gods ; and what resounds 
In fable or romance of Zither's son, sso 

Begirt with British and Armorie knights ; 
And all who since, baptis'd or infidel, 
Jousted in Aspramont or Montalban, 
Damasco, or Marocco, or Trebisond, 
Or whom Eiserta sent from Afric shore, sis 

When Charlemain with all his peerage fell 
By Fontaiabia. Thus far these beyond 
Compare of mortal prowess, yet obsery'd 
Their dread commander: he, above the rest 
In shape and gesture proudly eminent, sso 

Stood like a tower ; his form bad yet not lost 

"6 smoK tn/onfrj] See Bisilidcs Afheniti, ix. 43. Who 
cill" tha Pigmies [Uhpoig auipac oi /loipdt, ^ijiv, ujiI(ME 
M Toif ycpaidt, 6uiToAc[imiVTCS See also jDliani An- 
ticins Epigr lu rk "la jatpoi, ed. Brunck, vul. iii. 
P 9 

Mfinri TlviiiaiiM ijSojitini jtpnvof. 
and Ovid. Fast. vi. 176. 

' Nee, qnEB Pygmso sanguine gnndet, avem.' 
Consnlt Mill In 'b Monum. Inedit. i. 171, and Btiissonada 
to Philostrat. p. 529, Also Plin. Hat. Hist. vii. 'Pygnuei, 
qnos a grnibus infestari Homenis quoquo prodidil.' (Horn. 
II. iii. V. T.) 
Ml Stood nice a tower] S«e Statii Theb. iii. 356. 

Bella me, credite, bello, 

Cou turrim valiilam— 
See iho 11 Turgatorio of Dante, y. 14. ' Sta come forre feima ; ' 
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All her original brightness, nor appear'il 
Less thim arch-angel ruin'd, and th' excess 
Of glory obseur'd : as when the sun new-ris'n 
Looks through the horizontal misty air, sx 

Shorn of his beams ; or from behind the moon, 
In dim eclipse, disastrous twilight sheds 
On half the nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes monarchs : darken'd so, yet shone 
Above them all th' arch-angel : but his face m 
Deep scales of thunder had intrench'd, and care 
Sat on his faded cheek, but under brows 
Of dauntless courage, and considerate pride 
Waiting revenge : cruel his eye, but cast 
Signs of remorse and passion to behold ws 

The fellows of his crime, the followers rather. 
Far other once beheld in bliss, condemn'd 
For ever now to have their lot in pain ; 

it is also nsed in the Orlando Innaraorato. Mr. Dyce refers 
to Q. SmymiBiis, lib. iii. ver. 63. 
6M m ffi/,(n the sm] Sea Dante, II Purg. c. xxs. ver. 26. 

' E la faccia del Sol nascere ombrata. 
SI cbe, per temperanza di ™pori 
L' occhio lo BOBtenea lungs fiata,' 

M9 fear of ehimge] See Theb. Statii. i. yer. 703. ' Mntent 
qus5 Sceptta Cometh' Val. Flaec. Arg, lib. ri. ver. 809. 
' fatales ad regna injosta Cometic.' Aod Crasbaw'a Steps to 
Ibe Temple, p. 69. 

' Staring CometB, that look kingdoms dead.' 
Sae his Tutor A. Gill's Pocma, p. 6. 

Oiieic KO/jJnjf oanc I'lV saxmi ijitpEL 
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28 PARADISE LOST. 

Millions of spirils fur his fault amerc'd 
Of heaven, aod from eternal splendors flung «i* 
For his revolt, yet feithful how they stood, 
Their glory wither'd : as when heaven's fire 
Hath scath'd the forest oaks or mountain piues, 
"With singed top their stately growth, though bare, 
Stands on the blasted heath. He now prepar'd ei3 
To speak j whei-eat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half inclose him round 
With all his peers : attention held tliem mute. 
Thrice he assay'd, and thrice in spite of scom 
Tears, such as angels weep, burst forth ; at last sm 
Words interwove with sighs found out their way. 

myriads of immortal spirits, powers 
Matchless, but with th' Almighty, and that strife 
Was not inglorious, though th' event was dire. 
As this place leslifies, and this dire change «! 
Hateful to Etter : but what power of mind. 
Foreseeing or presaging, from the depth 

w amen'd] See Quaries' Divine Poems, p. 18. 
'T' avoid the Nioevites do I amerce 

Myself 

6M final/] See Be^omont's Psyche, c. sx. st. 144, 

'And Eigli'd and aobb'd to think whence he was fitmg.- 
8M ftfiV ttiaety growlh] See Young's Night Tlioughts, N. B. 

'As when soma stately growtti of oak or pine.' 
^ Tears] Compare Senoph. Anabas. 1. iii. 2. ' Sw^- 
yaysv iKK^iJjfjlmf Ttjr throu arpaTiUTCrff ftai jrpwTfn' uiv 
idwiinie jroMii jpSvot kariii, ol Se /ipuvTCS iduv/ta^ Kal 
Euajjruv, slra llife Tudc.' 
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Of knowledge past or present, could have fear'd, 

How such united force of gods, how such 

As stood like these, could ever know repulse ? m 

For who can yet believe, though after loss. 

That all these puissant legions, whose esile 

Hath emptied heaven, shall fail to reascend 

Self-rais'd, and repossess their native seat ? 

For me, be witness all the host of heaven, mi 

If counsels different or danger shunn'd 

By me have lost our hopes : but he, who reigns 

Monarch in heaven, till then as one secure 

Sat on Ms throne, upheld by old repute. 

Consent, or custom, and his regal state ho 

Put forth at full, but still his strength conceal'd, 

"Wliich tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall, 

Henceforthjhismightweknow, and know our own, 

So as not either to provoke, or dread 

New war, provok'd ; our better part remains ms 

To work in close design, by fraud or guile, 

What force effected not ; that he no less 

At length from us may find, who overcomes 

By force, haih overcome but half bis foe. 

Space may produce new worlds, whereof so rife eeo 

There went a fame in heaven, that he ere long 

Intended to create, and therein plant 

A generation, whom his choice regard 

Should favour equal to the sons of heaven : 

Thither, if but to pry, shall be perhaps em 

**2 tempted] Sylvester's Du Bartas, p. 82T. 
' She dared, and did altenipt to tempi me too.' Todd. 
VOL. I. 13 
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30 PAKA.DISE LOST. 

Our first eruption, thither or elsewhere; 
For this infernal pit shall never hold 
Celestial spirits in hondage, nor th' abyss 
Long under darkness cover. But these thoughts 
Full counsel must mature : peace is despair'd ; seo 
For who can think submission ? war then, war 
Open or understood, must be resolv'd. 

He spake : and to confirm his words outflew 
Millions of flaming swords, drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty cherubim ; the sudden blaze eas 

Far round illumin'd hell : highly they rag'd 
Against the highest, and fierce with grasped arms 
Qash'd on their sounding shields the din of war, 
Hurling defiance toward the vault of heaven. 

There stood a hill not far, whose grisly top oio 
Belch'd fire and rolling smoke ; the rest entire 
Shone with a glossy scurf, undoubted sign 
That in. his ivomb was hid metallic ore, 
The work of sulphur. Thither, wing'd with speed, 
A numerous hrigad hasten'd ; as when bands era 
Of pioneers, viith spa^Ie and pickaxo arm'd, 
Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field. 
Or cast a rampart. Mammon led them on, 

609 rauU of heacea] Doctor Paarca approves Bcntlej's con- 
jecture, ' walla of heaven,' and says the emendation is good. 
But I must differ from the opinions of boti. crilicB, and con- 
sider that this reading would much impair the beauty of the 

' Clflsh'd OQ their amm-Jim^ shields the din of "war, 

HurUng defiance toward the iMiift of heaven,' 

which collected and reverberated Ihe clash of the shields. 
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BOOK I. 31 

JVIammon, llie least erected spirit that fell 
From heaven ; for ev'a in heaven his looks and 

thoughts eaa 

Were always downward bent, admiring more 
The riches of heaven's pavement, trodden gold, 
Than anght divine or holy else enjo/d 
In vision beatific. By hiia first 
Men also and by his suggestion taught ess 

Kansack'd the center, and with impious hands 
Rifled the bowels of their mother earth 
For treasures better hid. Soon had Lis crew 
Open'd into the hill a spacious wound, 
And digg'd out ribs of gold. Let none admire mo 
That riches grow in hell : that soil may best 
Deserve the precious bane. And here let those 
Who boast in mortal things, and wond'ring i«ll 
Of Babel and the works of Memphian kings, 
Learn how their greatest monumenls of fame csj 
In strength and art are easily outdone 
By spirits reprobate, and in an hour 
What in an age they with incessant toil 
And hands innumerable scarce perform. 
Nigh on the plain in many cells prepar'd, jw 

That underneath had veins of liquid fire 
Sluic'd from the lake, a second multitude 
With wond'rous art founded the massy ore, 

M' mjle^ V. Ovid Met. i. 138. 

' ItniQ est in viscera teirs, 

Qnasqne recondiderat, Stygiisciue admoverat umbris, 
Eflbdiuuter opes.' M'ime. 
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32 PARADISE LOST. 

Severing each kind, and scumm'd the bullion dross. 
A third as soon had form'd within tlie ground to 
A various mould, and from the hoiliog cells 
By strange conveyance fill'd each hollow nook: 
As in an organ from one blast of wind 
To many a row of pipes the sound-board breathes. 
Anon out of the earth a fabric huge no 

Kose, like an exhalation, with the sound 
Of dulcet symphonies and voices sweet, 
Built like a temple, where pilasters round 
"Were set, aod Doric pillars overlaid 
"With golden architrave ; nor did there want ni 
Cornice or freeze with bossy sculptures grav'n ; 
The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon, 
Nor great Alcairo such magaiflcence 
Equall'd in all their glories, to inshrine 
Belus or Serapis their gods, or seat tw 

Their kings, when ^gypt with. Assyria strove 
In wealth and luxury. Th' ascending pile 
Stood fist her stately hightli, and straight the doors, 
Op'ning their brazen folds, discover, wide 
Witlun, her ample spaces, o'er the smooth tk 
And level pavement : from the arched roof, 
Pendant by subtle magic, many a row 
Of starry lamps and blazing cressets, fed 

W8 A uorioaa iaaiiW[ ' capacious mould.' Sentl. JUS. 
511 iJose] ' Did like a simoting exhalation glide.' 

See Marhmc'e Bera and Lettuder, p. 81. 
711 Doric piSara] 

' Ihere Hndeat Ihoii some etattly Doric frame.' 
See Soffs Batirei, si Singer, p. 133. 
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BOOK I. 33 

With Naptha and Asphaltus, yielded light 
As from a sky. The hasty multitude 730 

Admiring cnter'd, and the work some praise, 
And some the architect : his hand was known 
In heaven hy many a tower'd structure high, 
Where scepter'd angels held their residence. 
And sat as princes ; whom the supreme King tss 
Esalted to such power, and gave to rule, 
Each in his hierarchy, the orders bright. 
Nor was his name unheard or unador'd 
In ancient Greece ; and in Ausonian land 
Men call'd him Mulciber; and how he fell "o 
From heaven they fahled, thrown by angry Jove 
Sheer o'er the crystal battlements ; from mora 
To noon he fell, fixim noon to dewy eve, 
A summer's day; and with the setting sun 
Dropt from the Zenith like a faUing star, 'is 

On Lemnos th' .^gean isle ; thus they relate, 
Erring ; for he with this rebellious rout 
Fell long before ; nor aught avail'd him now 
To have built in heaven high tow'rs ; nor did he 

scape 
By all hia engines, but was headlong sent ^ 
With his industrious crew to build in hell. 

"2 crystal batlletnenWi See Beaumont's Psyche, cxs. 110. 
'Much higher than the pcoudestJa((fejn«n(of the old heavens.' 

See Don Qmxot^, vat. S. p. 156, (trans. SheIMn, 12mo. 
IT31.) 'I saw a princely and sumptuous palace, whose walls 
and balltaiieiili seemed to be made of transparent crjsWi;' 
and Miltoni Sjlv. p. 328 (ed. Todd, ver. 68.) 

' veutnm est Oljmpi, et rejiam cryslalUiimt.' 
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34 PABADISE LOST. 

Mean while the winged liaraHs hy command 
Of soVreign power, with awful ceremony 
And trumpets' sound, throughout the host proclaim 
A solemn council forthwith, to he held ^s 

At Pandsemonium, the high capital 
Of Satan and his peers : their summons call'd 
Prom every band and squared regiment 
By place or choice the worthiest ; liey anon 
With hundreds and with thousands trooping came 
Attended : all access was throng'd, the gates 
And porches wide, but chief the spacious hall. 
Though like a cover'd field, where champions bold 
Wont ride in arm'd, and at the Soldan's chair 
Defi'd the best of Panim chivalry ts 

To mortal comhat or career with lance, 
Thick Bwarm'd, both on the ground and in the air, 
Brush'd with the hiss of rustling wings. As bees 
In spring time, when the sun with Taurus rides. 
Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 
In clusters ; they among fresh dews and flower 
Fly to and fro, or on the smoothed plank. 
The suburb of their straw-built citadel. 
New rubb'd with halm, expatiate, and confer 

752 Saraiili] Par. Lost, 1st ed, Steeveos' Shakesp. (Pe- 
ricles) ed. 1793, voL xiil. p. 489. 
im Tmina] v. Virg. Georg. i. aiT. 
' Candidus auratis apent cum cornibos nimaia 
Taurus.' iSme. 
!" agiaiiflfe] i. c. walk abroad, v. Virg. ^d. iv. BZ, Clo. 
Orat. iii. 'UtpaJsesttice gjah'an'.' Todd, 
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Their state affhii-s : So thick the aery crowd -ns 
Swarm'd and were straiten'd ; till, the signal giv'n, 
Eehoid a wonder ! they, but now who seem'd 
In bigness to surpass earth's ^ant sons. 
Now less than smallest dwarfs, in narrow room 
TliTong numberless, like that Pygmean race "o 
Beyond the Indian mount, or fairy elves. 
Whose midnight revels, by a forest side. 
Or fountain, some belated peasant sees, 
Or dreams he sees, while over head the moon 
Sits arbitress, and nearer to the earth ies 

Wieels her pale course ; they, on their mirth 

and dance 
Intent, with jocund music charm his ear; 
At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds. 
Thus incorporeal spirits to smallest forms 
Beduc'd their shapes immense, and were at large, ™ 
Though without number still, amidst tlie hall 
Of that infernal court. But far within, 
And in their own dimensions like themselves, 
The great seraphic lords and cherubim 
In close recess and secret conclave sat, "s 

A thousand demi-gods on golden seats. 
Frequent and full. After short silence then 
And summons read, the great consult began. 

™ dreams} See Ap. Eliod. Arg. iv. 1479. Virg. Mn. vi, 
ibS. Todd. 

W5 arMtresa] v. Hor. Ep. v. 49. 

' Kon infideles arbiti-a 

Nos et Diann.' Iltylii. 
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PARADISE LOST. 
BOOK n. 



The consultation begun, Satan dobates whether another bat- 
tle be to he hazarded for the reowery of heaven : some ad- 
vise it, others diaanade. A third proposal is preferred, men- 
tioned before by Satan, to search tha trath of that prophecy 
or tradition ui hearen ooncaming another world, and another 
kind of creature, equal, or not much inferior, to themselraa, 
about this time to be created: their doubt who shall be sent 
on this difBcuIt Boarch: Satan thair chief undertakes along 
the voyage, is honoured and applauded. The council thus 
ended, the rest betake them several ways, and to several em- 
ployments, as their incUnaaons lead them, to entertain the 
time till Satan return. Ha passes on his journey to hell 
gates, finds them shut, and who sat there to guard them, by 
whom at length they are opened, and discover to him the 
great gulf between heU and heaven: with what difficulty 
he passes through, directed by Chaos, the Power of that 
place, to the sighi of this new world which he sougtit. 



High on a tlirone of royal state, which far 
Outshone the wealth of Ormus and of Ind, 
Or where the gorgeous east with richest hand 



' Eegia solis erat,' &c. 
5 Onaia] See View of Ormus, in Buokiiigliai 
Assyria, p. 428, 4 to. 
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Showers on her kings Barbaiic pearl and gold, 
Satan esaEfed saf, by merit rais'd i 

To that bad eminence ; and, from despair 
Thus high uplifted beyond hope, aspires 
Beyond thus Mgh, insatiate to pursue 
Vain war with heaven, and by success untaught 
His proud imaginations thus display'd. lo 

Powers and Dominions, Deities of heayen, 
For since no deep within her gulf can hold 
Immortal vigor, though oppress'd and fall'n, 
I g^?e not heaven for lost : from this descent 
Celestial virtues rising will appear is 

More glorious and more dread, than from no fall, 
And trust themselves to fear no second fate. 
Me though just right and the fix'd laws of heaven 
Did first create your leader, next free choice, 
"With what besides, in council or in fight, so 

Hath been achiev'd of merit ; yet this loss, 
Thus far at least recover'd, hath much more 
Eslablish'd in a safe uncnvied throne, 
Yielded with full consent. The happier state 
In heaven, which follows dignity, might draw m 
Envy from each inferior ; but wiio here 
"Will envy whom the highest place exposes 
Foremost to stand against the Thund'rer's aim 
Your bulwark, and condemns to greatest share 

* Sarbarii:] Lucret. lib. ii. 500. ' BarbatlofB yasies.' En- 
rjpld. Ipli. Aul. 73. deParidO! 

Xpuna T£ lu/apo(, /Sap/Jupy j?j%ari. 
audVirg. Ha. ii. 504. 
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PARADISE LOST. 



Of endless pain ? Wiiere there is then no good so 

For which to strive, no strife can grow up there 

From faction ; for none sure will claim in hell 

Precedence, none, whose portion is so smaJl 

Of present pain, that with ambitipus mind 

Will covet moi-e. With this advantage then » 

To union, and firm faith, and firm accord, 

More than can be in heaven, we now return 

To claim our just inheritance of old. 

Surer to prosper than prosperity 

Could have assur'd us ; and by wliat best way, « 

Whether of open war or covert guile, 

yVe now debate j who can advise, may speak. 

He ceas'd; and nest him Moloch, seepter'd king, 
Stood up, ilie strongest and the fiercest spirit 
Tiiat fought in heaven, now fiercer by despair : « 
His trust was with th' Eternal lo be deem'd 
Equal in strength, and rather than be less 
Car'd not to be at all ; ■ with that care lost 



ae ourjvst inhentmice] Sec Crsishaw's Slops lo the Tomf 
p. 84. (1646.) 

. ' And for ths never failngjielih ofUgU, 
My fair inheriiaiiice, he confines ma hero ; ' 
snd Beaumont's Psyche, c. i. st. 2*. 
' Was't not enough agtdnst the righteous law 
Of primogeniture to throw ns down. 
From that briglii home which all the world does know 
Was by amftst MerUtuice our own.' 
*" beat woif] Gompaie Spenser's F. Queen, I'ii. vi. 21. a 
ii. si. r. Tmlil. 
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BOOK II. 39 

Went all his fear : of God, or hell, or worse, 
He reek'd not ; and these words thereafter spake : 
My sentence is for open war : of wiles, si 

More unexpert, I boast not : them let those 
Contrive who need, or when they need, not now ; 
For while they sit contriving, siiall the rest, 
Milhona that stand in amis and longing wait » 
The signal to ascend, sit ling'ring here 
Heaven's fu^tives, and for their dwelling-plaoe 
Accept this dark opprobrious den of shame, 
The pi-ison of his tyranny who reigns 
By our delay ? no, let us rather choose, eo 

Arm'd with hell flames and fury, all at once 
O'er heaven's high tow'rs to force resistless way. 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms 
Against the torturer ; when to meet the noise 
Of his almighty engine he shall hear m 

Infernal thunder, and for lightning see 
Black fire and horror shot with equal rage 
Among his angels ; and his throne itself 



M sit coBdiiinj] See Milton's Prose 'Works, yol. ii. 380, 
iii, 2i. ' But to sit oonldving.' 
iT Slaehjire] See ^sohyli Promelheiis, vet. 930, 
"Of di) KEpavroC apcianw hip/iaa f'ioya 
BpoPTis ■&' iirspPtMavTa napnpin} itTvmni. 
and see StatJi Theb. iv. 133. ' fminniDi lampaiie nigra.' Silv. 
i. iv. 64. 'fulminis atri.' Lnoan Pb. ji. 301. 'ignes atros.' 
' I talk of flames, and yet I call hell dark ; 
Flames I conftes tbey are, bnt Hack.' 
See M. Slovenson's focms (1(354), p. 113, (A Gucssc at 
HeU.) 
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40 PABADISE LOST. 

Mixt with Tartarean sulphur and strange fire, 

His oivn invented torments. But perhaps m 

The way seems difficult and steep to scale 

"With upright wing against a higher foe. 

Let such bethink tliem, if the sleepy drench 

Of that foi^etful lake benumh not still, 

That in our proper motion we ascend !s 

Up to our native seat : descent and fall 

To us is adverse. WTio hut felt of late, 

When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear 

Insulting, and pnrau'd us through the deep, 

With what compulsion and laborious flight m 

We sunk thus low ? th' ascent is easy then ; 

Th' event is fear'd ; should we again provoke 

Our stronger, some worse way his wrath may find 

To our destruction, if there be in hell 

Fear to be worse destro/d : Wliat can be worse aj 

Than to dwell here, driven out from bliss, coadcmn'd 

In this abhorred deep to utter woe ; 

"Where pain of unextinguishable flro 

Must exercBe us without hope of end, 

The vassals of his anger, when the scourge 90 

Inexorable, and the torturing hour 

Call us to penance ? more destroy'd than thus 

•» <(ranje_rfre] SeaNonni Dionysiooa, lib. xliv. ver. 1E3. 

Bcpliotipavi (uro^poc kjiov ^axh iirriTVirov nvp. 
M exercise] \'ex, trouble : v, Virg. Geoi^. iv. 453. 
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BOOK II, 41 

We sLould he quite abolisli'd and expire. 

'\Vliat fear we then ? wliat doubt we to incense 

His utmost ire ? which, to the highth enrag'd, as 

"Will either quite consume us, and reduce 

To nothing this essential ; happier far, 

Than miserable to have eternal being. 

Or, if our substance be indeed divine, 

And cannot cease to be, we are at worst im 

On this side nothing ; and by proof we feel 

Our power sufftcient to disturb his heaven, 

And with perpetual inroads to alarm, 

Though inaccessible, his fatal throne : 

Which, if not victory, is yet revenge. los 

He ended frowning, and his look denounc'd 
Desperate revenge and battel dangerous 
To less than gods. On th' other side up rose 
Belial, in act more graceful and humane ; 
A fairer person lost not heaven ; he seem'd no 
For dignity compos'd and high exploit: 
But all was false and hollow ; tlioiigh his tongue 
Dropp'd mannaf and could make the woi-se appear 
The better reason, to perplex and dash 
Matm-est counsels 5) for his thoughts were low ; us 
To vice industrious, but to nobler deeds 

ns worse] Val. Flaoo. Arg. lib. jii. ver. 645. 

'Rarsmn inaUmulat, ducifque farantes 

Magnanimns Calydone satns} potioribns ilia 
Deteriora foyens, BempBri^ne inversa tneri 

iw belter] rAv Myav -riv ^ttu npihTu noidv. BeniUy. 
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4a PARADISE LOST. 

Timorous aiid slothful : yet he pleas'd tte ear, 
And with pereuasive accent thus began. 

I should he much for open war, Peers, 
As not behind in hate, if what was urg'd, no 

Main reason to persuade immediate wai-, 
Did not dissuade me most, and seem to cast 
Ominous conjecture on the whole success ; 
When he, who most excels in fact of arms. 
In what he counsels and in what excels im 

Mistrustful, grounds his courage on despair 
And utter dissolution, as the scope 
Of all his aim, afer some dire revenge. 
First, what revenge ? the tow'rs of heaven are fill'd 
With armed watch, that render all access iso 

Impregnable ; oft on the bordering deep 
Encamp their legions, or with obscure wing 
Scout far and wide info the realm of nighty 
Scorning surprise. Or could we break our way 
By force, and at our heels all helE should rise, i3» 
With blackest insurrection to confound 
Heaven's purest light, yet our great enemy 
All incorruptible would on his throne 
Sit unpolluted; and Ih' ethereal mould 
Incapable of stain would soon expel iw 

Her mischief, and purge off the baser fire, 
Victorious. Thus repuls'd, our final hope 

"1 bordering de^p] See Wilher'3 Campo Musse, p. 26. 

' And to poasesa Iha hordermff hilla.' 
i« Mr hope] Shakesp. K. Hen. VI, net ii. scene iii. 
' Out hap is loss, our hope but sad despair.' Mabae. 
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Is flat despair : we must exasperate 

Th' almighty Victor to spend all his rage, 

And that must end us, that must be our cure, "s 

To be no more : sad cure ! for who would lose. 

Though full of pain, this intellectual being. 

Those thoughts that wander through eternity. 

To perish rather, swallow'd up and lost 

In the wide womb of uncreated night, iso 

Devoid of sense and motion ? and who knows. 

Let this be good, whether our angry foe 

Can give it, or will ever ? how he can, 

Is doubtful; that he never will, is sure. 

Will he, so wise, let loose at once Iiis ire, iss 

Belike through impotence or unaware. 

To give his enemies their wish, and end 

Them in Ms anger whom his anger saves 

To punish endless ? Wherefore cease we then ? 

Say they who counsel war ; — We are decreed, im 

Eesery'd, and destin'd to eternal woe ; 

Whatever doing, what can we suffer more. 

What can we suffer worse ? — la this then worst, 

Thus sitting, thus consulting, thus in arms ? 

What, when we fled amain, pursu'd and struck vs 

With heaven's afflicting thunder, and besought 

The deep to shelter us ? this hell then seem'd 

A refuge from those wounds. Or when we lay 

Chain'd on the burning lake? that sure was 

worse. 
What if the breath that kindled those grim fires ™ 
Awak'd should blow them into sevenfold rage, 
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And plunge na in the flames ? or from above 
Should intermitted vengeance arm again 
His red right hand to plague us ? what, if all 
Her stores were open'd and this firmament ra 
Of heli should spout her catai-aefa of fire, 
Impendent horrors, threatening hideous fall 
One day upon our heads ; while we, perhaps 
Designing or exhorting glorious war, 
Caught in a fiery tempest shall be hurl'd iso 

Each on his rock ti-ansfix'd, the sport and prey 
Of racking whirlwind ; or for ever sunk 
Under yon boiling ocean, wrapt in chains ; 
There to converse with everlasting groans, 
Unrespited, unpitied, unrepriev'd, ts; 

Ages of hopeless end ? litis would be worse. 
War therefore, open or conceal'd, alike 
My voice dissuades ; for what can force or guile 
With him, or who deceive his mind, whose eye 
Views all things at one view ? He from heaven's 
higbth m 

All these our motions vain sees and derides ; 
Not more almighty fo resist our might, 
Than wise to frustrate all our plots and wiles. 
Shall we then live thus vile, the race of heaven, 

"* His] Consult BeaHey, and Newton's Notes on the ap- 
plication of the Relative. ' Bed right liand ' is the ' rubente 
d6ittera'ofHi)r.Od.Lii.2. 

wi Mch on hia rock] " Illom esspirantom,' &c, 

Sena. MS. 
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Tiius trampled, thus expell'd, to suffer here ip 

Chains and these torments ? better these than worse 

By my advice ; since fate inevitable 

Subdues us, and omnipotent deci-ee, 

The victor's will. To suffer, as to do, 

Our strength is equal, nor the law unjust soo 

Tiiat so ordains: this was at first resolv'd. 

If we were wise, against so great a foe 

Contending, and so doubtful what might fall. 

I laugh, when those, who at the spear are bold 

And vent'rous, if that fail them, shrink and fear as 

Wliat yet they know must follow, to endure 

ExUe, or ignominy, or bonds, or pain. 

The sentence of their conqueror : this is now 

Our doom ; which if we can sustain and bear, 

Our supreme foe in time may much remit am 

His anger, and perhaps thus far remov'd 

Not mind us not offending, satisfy'd 

With what is punish'd : whence these raging fires 

WiU slacken, if his breati stir not their flames. 

Our purer essence then will overcome sis 

Their noxious vapor, or enur'd not feel; 

Or chang'd at length, and to the place conform'd 

la temper and in nature, will receive 

Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain ; 

This horror will grow mild, this darkness light : sw 

^^ Ths commentatovs have not obaervoil that tills and tlio 
following line rhyjiie together! 

' This hocror wil! grow mild, this dacknoss light; 
Besides what hope the never-ending flight,' &c. 
TOI.. I. 14 
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Besides wliat hope the never-ending flight 

Of future days may bring, what cliance, what change 

Worth waiting, since our present lot appears 

For happy though but ill, for ill not worst, 

If we procure not to ourselves more woe. sss 

Thus Belial with words cloth'd in reason's garb 
Counsel'd ignoble ease, and peaceful sloth, 
Kot peace : and afVer bun thus Mammon spake. 

Either to disinthrone the King of heaven 
We war, if war be best, or to regain sm 

Our own right lost : him to unthrone we then 
May hope, when everlasting Fate shall yield 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the strife : 
The foitner vain to huge argues as vain 
The latter : for what place can be for us sa 

Within heaven's bound, unless heaven's Lord su- 
We overpower ? suppose he should relent [preme 
And publish grace to all, on promise made 
Of new subjection; with what eyes could we 
Stand in his presence humble, and receive s*o 
Strict laws impos'd, to celebrate his throne 
With warbled hymns, and to his Godhead sing 
Forc'd halleluiahs ; while he lordly sita 
Our envy'd Sov'reign, and his altar breathes 
Ambrosial odours and ambrosial flowers, =» 

Our servile offerings ? This must be our task 
In heaven, this our delight ; how wearisome 

2» For hnj^y] Compare Iheognis, ver. S(i9. 



»i..,G00^lf 



BOOK II. 47 

Eternity so spent in worsiiip paid 

To ivliom we hate ! Let us not then pursue 

By force impossible, by leave o|>taiD'd m 

Unaeeeptable, though in heaven, our state 

Of splendid vassalage, but rather seek 

Our own good from ourselves, and from our own 

Live to ourselves, though in this vast recess, 

Free, and to none accountable, preferring ssi 

Hard liberty before the easy yoke 

Of servile pomp. Our greatness will appear 

Then most conspicuous, when great things of small. 

Useful of hurtful, prosperous of adverse. 

We can create ; and in what place so e'er m 

Thrive under evil, and work ease out of pain 

Through labour and endurance. This deep world 

Of darkness do we dread ? how oft amidst 

Thick clouds and dark doth heaven's all-ruling Siro 

Choose to reside, his glory unobscur'd, ae 

And with the majesty of darkness round 

Covers his throne ; from whence deep thunders roar 

Must'ring their rage, and heaven resembles bell? 

As he our darkness, cannot we his light 

Imitate when we please ? this desart soil iro 

"Wants not her hidden lustre, gems and gold ; 

Nor want we skill or art, from whence to raise 

^ live] See Hor. Ep. i. win. lOT, 

' Ut mtSi m'om 

Qncni superest ccvi.' JVcfcton. 
25E Hard lUfrtyl See ^schyli Prom. Vmet. ver. 974. 
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Magnificence ; and what can heaveii shew more ? 
Our torments alao may in length of time 
Become our elements, these piercing &e8 sra 

As soft as now eevere, our temper ehang"*! 
Into their temper; wliich must needs remove 
The sensible of pain. All things invite 
To peaceful counsels, and the settled state 
Of order, how in safety best we may sbo 

Compose our present evils, with regard 
Of what we are and where, dismissing quite 
All thoughts of war. Ye have what I advise. 

He scarce had finish'd, wken such murmur fill'd 
Th' assembly, as when hollow roclia retain s^ 
The sound of falust'ring winds, which al! night long 
Had roused the sea, now with, hoarse cadence lull 
Sea-faring men o'er watch'd, whose bart by chance 
Or pinnace anchors in a craggy bay 
After the tempest : such applause was heard sm 
As Mammon ended, and his sentence pleas'd, 
Advising peace : for such another field 
They dreaded worse than hell : so much the fear 
Of thunder and the sword of Mieiiael 
Wrought still within them ; and no less desire ^ 
To found tliis nether empire, which might rise, 
By policy and long process of time, 

M7 otafence M] See Clanaiani Bofin. i. 70. 
• Cau mnrmnrat alti 
Impncata qujes pelngi, cum flarainc frncto 
Durat adtiuc Bcevitipe tnmor, dnbininqne per lesinm 
Laasa recedentes fluitont vesli^a venli.' JVemlon. 
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la emulation opposite to heaven. 

Which when Beelzebub perceiv'd, than whom, 

Satan except, none higher sat, with grave soo 

Aspect he rose, and in bis rising seeni'd 

A pillar of Etate : deep on his &oDt engraven 

DeliberatJon sat and public care ; 

And princely counsel in his face yet shone, 

Majestic though in ruin : sage he stood, sie 

With Atlaiit«aii shoulders fit to bear 

The weight of mightiest monarchies ; his look 

Drew audience and attention still as night 

Or summer's noon-tide air, while thus he spate. 

Thrones and imperial Powers, offspring of heaven, 
Ethereal Virtues ; or these titles now su 

Must we renounce, and changing style he eall'd 
Princes of hell ? for so the popular vote 
Inclines, here to continue, and build up here 
A growing empire ; doubtless ; while we dream, 3ij 
And know not that the King of heaven hath doom'd 
This place our dungeon, not our safe retreat 
Beyond his potent arm, to live exempt 
From heaven's high jurisdiction, in new league 
Banded against his throne, but to remain ^ 

In strictest bondage, though thus far remov'd. 
Under th' inevitable curb, reserv'd 
His captive multitude : for he, he sure. 
In highth or depth, still first and last will reign 

we pUlar] Shakesp. Hon. VI. Part ii. act i. 

' Briive peers of England, yiHars of the Stale.' Nealm. 

813 iwpuior role] ' Vogue. Voice.' Beall. MS. con, 
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Sole King, and of his kingdom lose no part sk 
By our revolt, but over hell extend 
His empire, and with iron scepter rule 
Ua here, as with Lis golden tliose in heaven. 
What sit we then projecting peace and war ? 
War hath determin'd us, and foil'd with loss 3m 
Irreparable ; terms of peace yet none 
Vouchsaf d or sought ; for what peaee will be giv'n 
To us enslav'd, but custody severe, 
And stripes, and arbitrary punishment 
!tiflicted ? and what peace can we return, 335 

But to our power hostility and hate, 
TJntam'd reluctance, and revenge, though slow, 
Tet ever plotting how the conqueror least 
May reap his conquest, and may least rejoice 
In domg what we most in suffering feel ? su 

Nor will occasion w^ant, nor shall we need 
With dangerous expedition to invade 
Heaven, whose high, walls fear no assault, or siege, 
Or ambush from the deep. What if we find 
Some easier enterprize ? There is a place, ws 
If antient and prophetic fame in heaven 
Err not, another world, the liappy seat 
Of some new race caJl'd Man, about this time 
To be created like to us, though less 
In power and excellence, but favour'd more bso 
Of him who rules above ; so was his will 
Pronounc'd among the gods, and by an oath 
That shook heaven's whole circumference, con- 
Thither let us bendall our thoughts, to learn [flrm'd. 
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What creatures tiere inhabit, of what mould, »^ 
Or substance, how endu'd, an3 what their power, 
And where their weakness, how attempted best, 
By force or subtiltj. Though heaven he shut, 
And heaven's high Arbitrator stt secure 
Tn his own strength, this place may lie espos'd, xo 
The utmost border of hia kingdom, left 
To their defence who hold it : here perhaps 
Some advantageous act may be achiev'd 
By sudden onset, either with hell fii-e 
To waste his whole creation, or possess *» 

All as our own, and drive as we were driven 
The puny habitants ; or if not drive, 
Seduce them to our party, that their God 
May prove their foe, and with repenting hand 
Abolish his own works. This would surpass ^« 
Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 
In our contusion, and our joy upraise 
In his disturbance ; when his darling sons, 
Ilurl'd headlong to partake with us, shall curse 
Their frail original, and faded bhss, s" 

Faded so soon. Advise if this be worth 
Attempting, or to sit in darkness here 
Hatching vain empires. — Thus Beelzebub 
Pleaded his devilish counsel, first devis'd 
By Satan, and in part propos'd ; for whence, 3» 
But from the author of all ill, could spring 
So deep a malice, to confound the race 
Of mankind in one root, and earth with hell 
es:pos'i] Compare yer. 410, ivud consult Newton's nolo. 
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To mingle and involve, done all to spite 
The great Creator ? but their spite still serves sm 
Ki3 glory to augment. The hold design 
Pleas'd highly those infernal states, and joy 
Sparkl'd in all their eyes ; with fiiU assent 
They vote : whereat his spe«eh he thus renews. 
TVeU have ye judg'd, well ended long debate, 
Synod of gods, and, like to what ye are, 391 

Great things rcsolv'd ; which from fha lowest deep 
Will once more lift us up, in spite of fate, 
Nearer our ancient seat ; perhaps in view [anas 
Of those hright confines, whence with neighbouring 
And opportune ezcursion we may chance ass 

Re-enter heaven : or else in some mild zone 
Dwell, not unvisited of heaven's fair light, 
Secure, and at the brightning orient beam 
Purge off this gloom ; the soft delicious air «« 
To heal the scar of these corrosive fires [send 
Shall breathe her hahn. But first whom shall we 
In search of this new world ? whom shall we find 
Sufficient ? who shall tempt with wand'ring feet 
The dark unbottom'd infinite abyss, m 

And through the palpable obscure find out 
His uncouth way, or spread his airy flight, 
Upborne with indefatigable wings, 
Over the vast abrupt, ere he arrive 

«= palpabk] The aJjeotiTe ' obscnre ■ used for a Eulistan- 
tive, as i09, ' the vast abrupt.' JVewion. • 

"9 anine] Sbakesp. Ren. VI. Part iii. act y. 

' Ihoso powers that the queen 

Hath rais'd in GoUia, liave arriv'doar coast.' 
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The iappy isle ? what strength, what art can then 
Sufliee, or what evasion bear him safe tit 

Through the strict senteries and stations thick 
Of angels watching round ? here he had need 
AR circumspection, and we bow no less 
Choice in our suffrage ; for on whom we send fia 
The weight of all, and our last hope, relies. 

Tliis said, he sat; and expectation held 
His look suspense, awaiting who appear'd 
To second, or oppose, or undertake 
The perilous attempt: but all sat mute, i™ 

Pondering the danger with deep thoughts /and each 
In others' count'nance read his own dismay,' 
Astonish'd; none among the choice and prime 
Of those heaven-warring champions could he found 
So hqrdy, as to proffer or accept la 

Alone the dreadful voyage ; till at last 
Satan, whom now transcendent glory rais'd 
Above his fellows, with monarchal pride, 
Conscious of highest worth, unmov'd thus spake. 

Progeny of heaven, empyreal Thrones, i» 
With reason hath deep silence and demur 
Seiz'd us, though undismay'd : long is the way 
And bard, that out of hell leads up to light; 

<» isle] The earth hanging In the sea of air. Cio. ie Nat 
Deor. ii. SB. 

'Magnom quanilam minlam, qnam nos oriem terns \o- 
camlia.' Jtafon. 

*^ long] Dante Inf. o, sixiv. 95, describes tha ascent from 
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Our prison strong; this huge convex of fire, 

Outrageous to devour, immures us round iss 

Ninefold, and gates of huming adamant 

Barr'd over us prohibit all egress. 

These pass'd, if any pass, the void profound 

Of unessential night receives him next 

Wide gaping, and with utter loss of being m 

Threatens Lim, plung'd m that abortive guF. 

If thence he scape into whatever world, 

Or unknown region, what remains hua less 

Tlian unknown dangers and as hard escape ? 

But I should ill become this throne, Peers, *^ 

And this imperial sov'reignty, adom'd 

"Withsplendourjarm'd with power,if aught propos'd 

And judg'd of public moment, in the shape 

Of difficulty or danger, could deter 

Me from attempting, "VVlierefore do I assume «p 

These royalties, and not refuse to reign. 

Refusing to aec«pt as great a share 

Of hazard as of honour, due aJite 

To him who reigns, and so much to him due 

Of hazard more, as he above the rest fis 

High honour'd sits ? Go, therefore, mighty Powers, 

Terror of heaven, though fall'n, intend at home, 

While here shall be our home, what best may ease 

The present misery, fuid render hell 



m^fok 


(1 ' Et noYiea Sijs. interfuaa ooereet.' 

BenHMS. 


intend] 
esp-lim 


'Intends animiim.' See Steevens' note 
on of Athens, act ii. scene ii. 
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More tolerable ; if there be cure or charm ™ 
To respite, or deceive, or slack the pain 
Of this ill mansion. Intermit no watch 
Against a wakeful foe, wliile I abroad 
Through aU the coasts of dark destruction seek 
Deliverance for us all : this enterprize «s 

None shall partake wifii me. Thus saying rose 
The monarch, and prevented all re])Iy ; 
Prudent, lest from his resolution rais'd 
Others among the chief might offer now, 
Certain to be refus'd, what erst they fear'd; co 
And so reftis'd might in opinion stand 
j Ria rivals, winning cheap the high repute, 
"Which he through hazard huge must earn. But 

they 
Dreaded not more th' adventure, than his voice 
Forbidding ; and at once with him they rose : «3 
Their rising all at once was as the sound 
Of thunder heard remote. Towards him they bend 
With awful reverence prone ; and as a god 
Extol him equal to the highest in heaven : 
Nor fail'd they to express how much they prais'd, *so 
That for the general safety he despis'd 
f His own ; for neither do the spirits damn'd 
, !Lose all their virtue, lest bad men should boast 
,' Their specious deeds on earth, which glory excites, 
' Or close ambition vamish'd o'er witi zeal. ^ 
Thus they their doubtful consultations dark 
Ended, rejoicing in their matcMess chief : 
As when from mountain tops the dusky clouds 
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Ascending, while Uie north wind sleeps, o'erspread 
Heaven's cheerful taae, the low'ring element i*> 
Scowls o'er the darken'd landscape snow, or show'r ; 
If chance the radiant sun with farewell sweet 
Extend his ev'ning heam, the fields revive. 
The birds their notes renew, and hleating herds 
Attest their joy, that hill and valley rings. m 
shame to men ! deril with devil damn'd 
Firm concord holds, men only disagree 
Of creatures rational, though under hope 
Of heavenly grace ; and God proclaiming peace. 
Yet live in hatred, enmity, and strife sm 

Among themselves, and levy cruel wars. 
Wasting the earth, each other to destroy : 
As if, which might induce us to accord, 
Man had not hellish foes enow besides. 
That day and night for his destruction wait. sos 
The Stygian council thus dissolv'd ; and forth 
In order came the grand infernal peers ; 
Midst came their mighty paramount, and seem'd 
Alone th' antagonist of heaven, nor less 
Than hell's dread emperor, with pomp supreme no 
And God-like imitated state : him round 
A globe of flery seraphim inclos'd 

W9 sleeps] Horn. IL v. 524. 

Sfl/j' eMjat ^wof Boptoo. Keioton. 

w cleafi^l Specs. F. Q. ii. xii. 34. 

' And heavtn't cheerful face enveloped. Tkyer. 
511 globe] Vii^. Mb. x. 3T3. 

Qua gMia Ule ririlin densissimu? urget. Neweoa. 
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"WitL bright imblazoniy and horrent arms. 
Then of their session ended they bid cry 
"With trumpets regal sound the great result : sis 
Toward the four winds four speedj cherubim 
Put to their mouths the sounding alchymy, 
By haralds voice explain'd : the hollow abyss 
Heard hi and wide, and all the host of hell 
Witli deafning shout retum'd them loud acclaim. 
Thence more at ease their minds, and somewhat 
rms'd Bi 

By false presumptuous hope, the^raaged powers 
Disband, and wand'ring each his several way 
Pursues, 3£ inclination or sad choice 
Leads him perplex'd, where he may likeliest find ^ 
Truce to his restless thoughts, and entertain 
The irksome hours, till his great chief return. 
Part, on the plain or in the air sublime, 
Upon the wing or in swift race contend, 
As at the Olympian games, or Pythian fields : sao 
Part curb their flery steeds, or shun the goal 
With rapid wheels, or fronted brigads form. 

6ia iorr^l Virg. ^n. i. 'Horrentia Martis anna,' and 
Ma. X. 178". ' Horrentibns hastis." 

fiM Port, on theplaiii] Compare Ovid. Metani. ir. 445, and 
Fasfi. vi. B27. 

' Hi temera etrabant in opacie Tallibus Idie : 

Pais jacet et molli graniine msmbr a ieyat. 
Hi indunt, lios somnus liabet i pars bracliia neotit, 
Et virideni ceieri ter pede puJsat Immam.' 
*S1 evri] ' How got they steeds and harps 'I ' v. 6i8. 

Benli. MS. 
652 rapid] ' rapid even before the race' Benil. MS. 
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As wheti to warn proud cities war appears 
Wag'd in the troubled sky, and armies rush 
To battel in the clouds, before each van sa 

Priek forth the aery knights, and couch their speara 
Till thickest legions close ; with feats of arms 
From either end of heaven the welkin bums. 
Others with vast Typhtean rage more feU 
Bend up both I'ocks and hiUs, and ride the air im 
In whirlwind : hell scarce holds the wild uproar. 
As when Alcides from CEchaiia crown'd 
"With conquest felt tli' envenom'd robe, and tore 
Through pain up by the roots Theasalian pines, 
And Lichas fixim the top of CEta threw as 

Into th' Euboic sea. Others more mUd, 
Hetreated in a silent valley, sing 
With notes angelical to many a harp 
Their own heroic deeds and hapless fall 
By doom of battel ; and complain that fate wo 
Free virtue should inthral to force or chance 
Their song was partial ; but the harmony. 
What could it less when spirits immorlaJ sing ? 
Suspended hell, and took with ravishment 
The thronging audience. In discourse more sweet, 
For eloquence the soul, song charms the sense. 
Others apart sat on a hill retir'd, ssr 

In thoughts more elevate, and reason'd high 



'ST oilers oport] Compara Horat. Od. li. 13. 23. 

' Sedesque dlicreUii piorum.' 
5«8 e&Bofe] Compare Ovidu Metam. stl. 157. 
' XoQ illos Cithane, non illos carmina voca 
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Of providence, foreknowledge, mil, and fate, 
Fix'd fate, free wili, foreknowledge absolute ; "" 
And found no end, in wand'ring mazes lost. 
Of good and evil much they argued then, 
Of happiness and final misery. 
Passion and apathy, and glory and shame, 
Vain wisdom all, and false philosophy ; ^ 

Yet with a pleasmg sorcery could cliann 
Pain for a while or anguish, and excite 
Fallacious hope, or arm th' obdurcd breast 
With stubborn patience as with triple steel. 
Another part in squadrons and gross bands, sn 
On bold adventure to discover wide 
That dismal world, if any chme perhaps. 
Might yield them easier habitation, bend 
Four ways their flying march, along the banks 
Of four infcnial rivers, that disgoi^e sn 

Into the burning lake their baleful streams ; 
Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate ; 
Sad Acheron of sorrow, black and deep ; 
Cocytus, nam'd of lamentation loud 
Heard on the rueful stream ; fierce Phlegeton, sa 



M3 pleamg torcery\ See Marino's SI. of the In 
1, 8. (16T6). 

* And witii II plea»aig iyraiaai hai there 
Shed his Lethean water on their sight.' 
W» tripU] Hoc. Od, i. iii. 9. 

' Dli robnr, et ffis triplex 
Circa pectus erat. Bawe. 
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"Whose waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. 

Far off from these a slow and silent stream, 

Lethe the river of oblivion, rolls 

Her wat'ry labyrinth, whereof who drinks, 

Forthwith his former state and being forgets, w 

Forgets both joy and grief, pleasure, and pain. 

Beyond this flood a frozen continent 

Lies, dark and wild, beat with perpetual stonns 

Of whirlwind and dire hail ; which on firm land 

Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin seems 6» 

Of ancient pile ; all else deep snow and ice ; 

A gulf profound as that Serbonian bog 

Betwixt Damiata and mount Casiua old, 

Where armies whole have sunk : the parching air 

Bums frore, and cold performs th' effect of fire. 5m 

Thither by harpj-footed Furies hal'd 

At certain revolutions all the damn'd 

Are brought ; and feel by turns the bitter change 

Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce, 

From beds of raging fire to starve in ice »» 

Their soft elhereal warmth, and there to pine 

Immovable, infix'd, and frozen round, 

Periods of time ; thence hurried back to fire. 

They ferry over this Lethean sound 

Both to and fro, their sorrow to augment, bos 

And wish and struggle, as they pass lo reach 

The tempting stream, with one small drop lo lose 

559 dire haS] Hot. Od. i. iL 1. 'dirm grandiiiis.' JVeicfos. 
E95 Bams] Virg. Georg. i. 93. ' Borpa; penetraLUe /njue 
adm^^^ Neieton- 
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BOOK 11, 61 

In sweet forgeffulness all pain and woe, 

AH in one moment, and so near the brink ; 

But fafe withstands, and to oppose th' attempt m 

Medusa with Gorgonian terror guards 

The ford, and of itself the water flies 

All taste of living wight, as once it fled 

The lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 

In confus'd march forlorn, th' advent'rous bands, 

With shudd'ring horror pale, and eyes agast, 

View'd first thek lamentable lot, and found 

No rest : through many a dark and dreary vale 

They pass'd, and many a region dolorous, sis. 

O'er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, [dea.th, 

Eocka, caves, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, and shades of 

A universe of death, which God by curse 

Created evil, for evil only good. 

Where all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds, 

Perverse, all monstrous, all prodigious thin<fs, «b 

Abominable, inutterable, and worse 

"^ AM ill the Bingnlar uumber; so in Dioiiysius Perieg. 
See Schnieder'e note to Orphei Argon, p. 183. 'Mirioi 
&PX% singulari ntimem, est in Dion. Forieg. ut in Metrodori 
Epigr, (AnnJ. ii. 481.) Alpem Juvenalis nominat, (Sat. x. 

' Eocks, shelves, gnlfs, ([nicltaaiids, hundred, hundred horroi's.' 
See MiMtioa's W(nid bisl ol Teimis, p. 26. 
MS evil\ .Ssch. Eiunen. ver. Tl. 

KaKiJv SlKart KiyhovT. 

«25 nH mom(TOuB] See Heyivood's Hierardiie, p. 437, lib. J. 
'So that all births which out of order come 
Are monitrom and prodi^om,' 
VOL. I. lo 
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Than fables yet have feign'd, or fear coneeiv'd, 
Gorgons, and Hydras, and Cliimseras dii-e. 

Meanwhile the adversary of God and man, 
Satan, with thoughts inflam'd of highest design, esa 
Puts on swift wings, and toward the gates of hell 
Explores his solitary flight ; sometimes 
He scours the right-hand coast, sometimes the left ; 
Now shaves with level wing the deep, then soars 
Up to the fiery concave lowering high. ibs 

As when far off at sea a fleet descried 
Hangs in the clouds, by equinoctial winds 
Close sailing from Bengala, or the isles 
Of Temate and Tidore, whence merchants bring 
Their spicy drugs : they on the trading flood •.i' 
Through the wide Ethiopian to the Cape 
Ply, stemming nightly toward the pole ; so seem'd 
Far off the,flying fiend. At last appear 
Heil bounds, high reaching to the horrid roof ; 
And thrice threefold the gates ; three folds were 
Three iron, three of adamantine rock, [brass, 
Impenetrable, impal'd with circling fire, '»'' 

Tet unconsum'd. Before the gates there sat 

W9 0/ Temate] See Fanshane's LusiaJ, p. 219, c. x. S4, 
133. (1866). 
' Tidore see ! Ternate ! whence nte rolled 

{Holding black ui^t a torch) thick plumes of flame.' 
«» tradmgl treading. BaUL MS. 
«« nigMy] rightly, BeaU. MS. 
MS thrice Sireefold\ Samson Agon. yer. 1122. 
'And seven times folded shield.' 
Clypei s?ptemplicls.' Benll. MS. 
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On either side a formidable shape ; 
The one seem'd woman fo the waist, and fair, ko 
But ended foul in many a scaly fold, 
Voluminous and vast, a serpent arm'd 
With mortal sting : about her middle round 
A cry of heU-hounds never ceasing bark'd 
With wide Cerberean mouths full loud, and rung «6» 
A hideous peel : yet, when they list, would creep, 
If aught disturb'd their noise, into her womb, 
And kennel there ; yet there still bark'd and howl'd 
Within unseen. Far less abhorr'd than these 
Vex'd Scylla batting in the sea that parts om 

Calabria from the hoarse Trinacrian shore : 
Nor uglier follow the Kight-hs^, when call'd 
In secret riding tlirough the air she comes, 
Lur'd with the smell of infant blood, to dance 
"With Lapland witches, while the labouring moon sos 
Eclipses at their charms. The other shape, 
If shape it might be call'd, that shape had none 
Distinguishable in member, joint, or limb. 
Or substance might be call'd that shadow seem'd, 

6^3 mcrlBlslIng] Spens. F. Q. Ter. i. i. 15. 

' pointed with mortal sting,' Beat!. MS. 
Ui A tryl 'And that soma troop of ornel Seffisft rars 
Eaclicle then] about.' 

V. PhiUii of Sctpvt. p. 10*. (leSo). 
™ Vec'd] • DnllohioB yesasse rates.' BenH MS. 
I"^ labouring Biaia] See Ovid. Metam. iv. S88. and Stat. 
Tlieli. yer. 687. ' Siderum labores,' t. Plin. N. Hist. ]ib. ii. 
c. X. p. lea, ed. Broticr. Casimir Sarb. Lyr. ii. v. ' Soli 
et Iniiai labores.' 
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ei rAEADISE LOST. 

For each seem'd either ; black it stood as night, «:o 

Fierce as ten ftiries, terrible as hell, 

And shook a dreadful dart ; what seem'd his head 

The likeness of a kingly crown had on. 

Satan was now at hand, and from his seat 

The monster moving onward came as fast, tre 

"With horrid strides ; hell trembled as he strode. 

Th' undaunted fiend what this might be admir'd ; 

Admir'd, not fear'd ; God and his Sos except, 

Created thing naught valued he, nor shunn'd ; 

And with disdainful look thus first began. aso 

Whence and what art thou, execrable shape, 
That dar'st, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy miscreated front athwart my way 
To yonder gates ? through them I mean to pass. 
That be assur'd without leave ask'd of thee. ««> 
Eetire, or taste thy folly, and learn by proof. 
Hell-bom, not to contend with spirits of heaven. 

To whom the goblin full of wrath replied, 
Art thou that traitor-angel, art thou be, 

' His dart anon out of tlie corpse ha took, 
And in his hand, a dreadful sight to Eee, 
With great triumph eftsoues the same he shook.' 
Sec SaeMlk'i M. to ifaror for Mag. p. 266, cd. 1610. 
W6 lieiq 'And made hell gates to sluser with the might' 
SackniUe'a Mred. p. 265. 
SM Oenferf] See Wakefield's Lnoretius, lib. i. IIT, and 
Sylva Critica, v. p. T4, whete this phrase ia illustrated- 

8fl3 miscreotedl Spens. F. (j. i. ii. 3. ' miscreated fair.' ii. 
yii. 43. ' miscreated mould.' Beiill. 
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"Who first broke peace ia heaven and faith, till then 
Unbroken, and in proud rebellious arms ssi 

Drew after him the third part of heaven's sons 
Conjur'd against the Highest ; for which botli thou 
And Ihey, outcast from God, are here condemn'd 
To waste eternal days in woe and pain ? sss 

And reckon'st thou thyself with spirits of heaven, 
HeU-doom'd, and breath'at defiance here and scorn, 
Where I reign king, and, to enrage thee more, 
Thy king and lord ? Back to thy punishment, 
False fugitive, and to Ihy speed add wings, too 
Lest with a whip of scorpions I pursue 
Thy ling'ring, or with one stroke of this dart 
Strange horror seize thee, and pangs unfelt before. 

So spake the grisly Terror, and in shape. 
So speaking and so threat ning, grew tenfold ns 
More dreadful and deform : on th' other side 
Incens'd with indignation Satan stood 
TJnterrify'd, and like a comet bum'd, 
That flres the length of Ophiucus huge 
In th' arctic sky, and from his horrid hair to 

6M Ih-ew] ' He boldly ^ew millions of bouIs.' 

Saa Beatnnoiit'a Pit/ehe, e. st. et. 29B. 
osa Ctmjvr'Ji Virg. Geo.!. 280. 

' Et coHjiwatoi otelnm reseindere fratres.' Hams. 
M cornel] See Virg. Jin. s. 272. Tasao G. L. i. vii. E2. 

™ 0[^iacii$] S«e Sir F. Bacon's Astronomy. 'And such 
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Sliakes pestilence and war. Each, at the head 
Level'd his deadly aim ; their fatal hands 
No second stroke intend, and such a frown 
Each cast at th' other, as when two black clouds, 
With heaven'3 artillery fraught, come rattling on '» 
Over the Caspian ; then stand front to front 
Hov'ring a space, till winds the signal blow 
To join their dark encounter in mid air: 
So frown'd the mighty combatants, that hell 
Grew darker at their frown, so match'd they stood ; 
For never but once more was either like 
To meet so great a foe : and now great deeds 
Had been atchiev'd, whereof all hell had rung, 
Had not the snaky sorceress that sat 
Fast by hell-gate, and kept the fatal key, "> 

Eis'n, and with hideous outcry rush'd between. 

father, what intends thy hand, she cry'd, 
Against tliy only son ? Wiiat fury, son, 

6. Sylvester's Du BHrtos, p. 14. 

' Then wilh long bloody hair, a blazing star 
Tbreatens the world with famine, plagae, and war, 
To princes death, to kingdoms many crosses.' 
'11 Siafces] Mr. Dyoe refers to Lucan. Phars. vi. 4BS. 
' Emnentes late nebnlas, niiiittosgue solutb 

'H (hw blach clouds] Eoiardo's Orlando Imiamorato, b. i. 
c. la. St. 10. Thyer. 
'15 erUUery] See Gayton'a Charts Script!c,p.20i (1045). 
' The magazine of heaven here. Artilleria 
Wliich oft in dreadful thunderings rend the skic.' 
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BOOK n. 67 

Possesses thee to bend tliat morlal dart 
Against thy father's head ? and know'st for wliom ; 
For him who sita ahoye, and laughs the while 
At thee ordain'd hia drudge, to execute 
Whate'er his wrath, which he calls justice, bids ; 
His wrath, which one day will destroy ye both. 

She spake, and at her words the hellish pest jss 
Forbore ; then these to her Satan retum'd : 

So strange thy outcry, and thy words so strange 
Thou interposest, that my sudden hand 
Prevented spares to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends ; till first I know of thee, »" 

What thing thou art^ thus double-fonn'd, and why. 
In this infernal vale first met, thou call'st 
Me father, and that fantasm caD'st my son : 
I know thee not, nor ever saw till now 
Sight more detestable tlian hun and thee. '« 

T whom thus the portress of hell-gate reply'd. 
Hast thou forgot me then, and do I seem 
Now in thine eye so foul, once deem'd so fair 
In heaven? when at th' assembly, and in sight 
Of all the seraphim with thee combin'd '» 

In bold conspiracy against heaven's King, 
All on a sudden miserable pain 
Surpriz'd thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy swum 
In darkness, while thy head flames thick ami fast 
Threw forth, till on the left side op'ning wide, '» 

"S Bieporiress] P. Fletclier's Locmis, ed. 1627, p. 34. 
' The Porter to tt' infemall gate is Sin.' Todd. 
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PARADISE LOST. 



Ljkest to thee in sliape and eount'nance bright, 
Then shining heav-'nly fair, a goddess arm'd, 
Out of thy head I sprung : amazement seiz'd 
All th' host of heaven; back they recoil'd afi-aid 
At first, and call'd me Sin, and for a sign tw 

Portentous held me : but familiar grown, 
I pleas'd, and with attractive graces won 
The most averse, thee chiefly, who full oft 
Thyself in me thy perfect image viewing 
Eecam'st enamour'd, and such joy thou took'st w 
With me in secret, that my womb conceiv'd 
A growing burthen. Mean while war arose, 
And fields were fought in heaven ; wherein remain'd 
For whut could else? to our almighty foe 
Clear victory, to our part loss and rout tto 

Through all the empyrean: down they fell 
Driv'n headlong from the gitch of heaven, down 
Into this deep, and in the general fall 
I also : at which time this powerful key 
Into my hand was giv'n, with charge to keep 773 
These gates for ever shut, wliich none can pass 
Without my op'ning. Pensive here I sat 
Alone, but long I sat not, till my womb. 
Pregnant by thee and now excessive grown, 
Prodigious motion felt and rueful throes. rso 

At last this odious offspring whom thou seest, 
Thme own begotten, breaking violent way, 
Tore through my entrails, that with fear and-pam 
Distorted, all my nether shape thus grew 
Transform'd : but he my inbred enemy 7B3 
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Forth issu'd, brandishing his fatal dart 

Made to destroy : I fled, and cry'd out Death ; 

Hell trembled at the hideous name, and sigh'd 

From all her caves, and back resounded Deatu. 

I fled, but he pursu'd, though more, it seems, ™i 

Inflam'd with lust than rage, and swifter far, 

Me overtook his mother all dismay'd, 

And, in embraces forcible and foul 

Ingend'ring with me, of that rape begot 

These yelling monsters that with ceaseless cry 7sj 

Surround me, as thou saw'st^ hourly concciv'd 

And hourly boi-n, with sorrow infinite 

To me ; for when they list, into the womb 

That bred them they return, and howl, and gnaw 

My bowels, their repast ; then bursting forlh 5«i 

Afresh with copscious terrors vex me round, 

That rest or intermission none I find. 

Before mine eyes in opposition sits 

Grim Death my son and foe, who sets them on, 

And me his parent would full soon devour m 

For want of other prey, but that he knows 

His end with mine involv'd ; and knows that I 

Should prove a bitter morsel, and his banc, 

Whenever that shall be ; so Fate pronounc'd. 

But thou, father, I forewarn theej shun eio 

His deadly aiTOw j neither vainly hope 

To be invuberablo in those bright arms, 

'B' Mads lo destroij] See James i. 13. BatS. MS. 
IS* rape begot] Sec Amadis de Gsiil, to!, iii. lib. iii. c. 10. 
p. 183, eil. Southc}-. 
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Thougli temper'tl heavenly ; for that mortal dint 
Save he who reigns above, none can resist. 

She finish'd, and the subtle ficDd his lore bis 
Soonleara'djuowmilder, andthnsanswer'dsmooth. 
Dear daughter, since thou claim'st me for thy sire, 
And my fair son here show'stme, the dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in heaven, and joys 
Then sweet, now sad to mention, through dire 

change ^ 

Befall'n us, unforeseen, unthought of, Itnow 
I come no eacray, but to set fi'ce 
Fi-om out this dark and dismal house of pain, 
Both him and thee, and all the lieav'nly host 
Of spirits that, in onr just pretenses arm'd, sa 
Fell with us from on high ; from them I go 
This uncouth errand sole, and one for all 
Myself expose, with loacly steps to tread 
Th' unfounded deep, and through the void immense 
To search with wandering quest a place foretold 8» 
Should be, and, by concurring signs, ere now 
Created, vast and round, a place of bliss 
In the purlieus of heaven, and therein plac'd 
A race of upstart creatures, to supply 
Perhaps our vacant room, though more remov'd. 
Lest heaven surcharg'd with potent multitude 
Might hap to move new broils. Be tliis, or aught 
lliaa this more secret, now design'd, I haste 
To know, and, this once known, shall soon return. 
And bring ye to (he place where thou and Death 
Shall dwell at case, and up and down unseen wi 
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Wing eilentJy the buxom air, imbalm'il ms 

TVifh odours ; there ye shall be fed and ai'd 
Immeasurably, all things shall be your prey. 

He ceas'd, for both seem'd highly plea^'d, and 
Grinn'd horrible a gastly smile, to bear [Death 
His famine should be fill'd, and blest his maw 
Deslin'd to that good hour : no less rcjoie'd 
His mother bad, and thus bespake her sire; 

The key of this infernal pit by due m> 

And by command of heaven's all-powerful King, 
I keep, by bira forbidden to unlock 
These adamantine gates ; against all force 
Death ready stands to interpose bis dart, 
FearlesiS to be o'ermatcb'd by living jnight. aw 
But what owe I to his commands above, 
Who hates me, and hath hither thrust me down 
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound, 
To sit in hateful office, here confin'd. 
Inhabitant of heaven and heavenly-born, sso 

Here, in perpetual agony and pain. 
With terrors and with clamours compass'd round 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed ? 
Thou art my father, thou my author, thou 
My being gav'st me ; whom should I obey sm 
But thee ? whom follow ? thou wilt bring me soon 

W3 luzom nirj Spenser, F. Q. i. si. 37. 
' And therewith scmii^e the buxom air so sore.' Netdoii, 
818 Grimtd horrHile] Imitated, Mr. Carey Ihiiiks, from 
Dante, Inf. v.; 
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it PARADISE LOST. 

To that now world of light and bliss, among 
The gods who live at ease, where I shall reign 
At thy right hand voluptuous, as beseems 
Thy daughter and thy darling, without end. 970 

Thus saying, from her side the fatal key. 
Sad instrument of all our woe, she took ; 
And, towards the gate rolling her bestial train, 
Forthmth the huge portoillis high up drew. 
Which but herself not all the Stygian powers sra 
Could onee have mov'd; then in the keyhole turns 
Th' intricate warda, and every bolt and bar 
Of massy iron or solid rock with ease 
Unfastens : on a sudden open fly 
With impetuous recoil and jarring sound eso 

Th' infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 
Harsh thunder, that the lowest bottom shook 
Of Erebus. She open'd, but to shut 
Excell'd her power ; the gates wide open stood, 
That with extended wings a banner'd host ssa 

Under spread ensigns marching might ^ass through 
"With horse and chariots rank'd in loose array ; 
So wide tbey stood, and like a furnace mouth 
Cast forth redounding smoke and ruddy flame. 

886 Sre at ease] From Homer, &bA fida QJovTs;. 

Smiley. 
b™ open /j] ' Don Bellianis, part ii. chap. 19. Openfiea 
the brazen folding doort, gmling harih thunder on their turning 
hiagei.' Smfl. 
M9 emeke] See Dnnle H Purg. c. xslv. 

' E giammai non si vldaro in fomnce 
Vetri, metalli si Incenti e tossi, 
Com' io yidi nn, che dioea ' 
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Before their eyes in sudden, view appear sm 

The secrets of the hoary deep/a dark 
Illimitable ocean, without bound, [higlith, 

Without dimension, where length, breadth, and 
And time and plaee are lost ;] where eldest Night 
And Chaos, ancestors of nature, hold ess 

Eternal anarchy amidst the noise 
Of endless wars, and by confusion stand : 
For hot, cold, moist, and dry, four champions fierce, 
Strive here for mast'ry, and to battel bring 
Their cmbryon atoms ; they around the flag mv 
Of each his faction, in their several clans, 
Light-arm'd or heavy, sharp, smooth, swift, or slow, 
Swarm populous, unnumber'd as the sands 
Of Earca or Gyrene's torrid soU, 
Levy'd to side with warring winds, and poise we 
Their lighter wings. To whom these most adhere, 
He rules a moment ; Chaos umpire sits. 
And by decision more imbroiJs the fray 
By which he reigns : next him high arbiter 
Chance governs aJl. Info this wild abyss, sio 

The womb of nature and perhaps her grave. 
Of neither sea, nor shore, nor air, nor fire. 
But all these in their pi-egnant causes mix'd 
Confus'dly, and which thus must ever fight, 
Unless til' almighty Maker them ordain sa 

His dark materiab to create more worlds. 
Into this wild abyss the wary fiend 
Stood on the brink of hell, and look'd a while, 
^ For Ml Ovii. Mel. i. 19. Mition. 
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Pondering his voyage ; for no narrow frith 

He had to cross. Nor was his ear less peal'd »»' 

With noises loud and ruinous, to compare 

Great things with small, than when Bellona storms, 

"With all her battering engines bent to rase 

Some capital city; or less than if this frame 

Of heaven were falling, and these elements ms 

In mutiny had from her axle torn 

The stedfast earth. At last his sail-broad vannes 

He spreads for flight, and in the surging smolte 

Uplifted spurns the ground ; thence many a league 

As in a cloudy chair ascending rides e» 

Audacious ; but, that seat soon failing, meots 

A vast vacuity : all unawares 

Fluttering his pennons vain plumb down he drops 

Ten thousand fathom deep, and to this hour 

Down had been falh'ng, had not by ill chance we 

The strong rebuff of some tumultuous cloud 

Instinct with lire and nitre hurried him 

As many miles aloft : that fury sta/d, 

Quench'd in a boggy Syrtis, neither sea. 

Nor good dry land : nigh founder'd on her fares, 

927 aaU-iroad] See Mnxirai Tyrii Diss. vol. i. p. 214, ed. 
lieiske, TSitiaatu nic Tnepiyac cjoirep laria. And Lncret. 
vi. J43. ' Pennanun Tela remittnnt.' Or ooasnlt Wakefield's 
note. See Milton's Frose Works, i. US : ed. Symmons. 
MS relmf] Compare Statii Tlieb. vii. So. 

' Atquo ilium Arcloie labentera cardine portie 
Tempeetas fctemn plagie, prtetentaqae cikIo 
Agmlna nimborura, primique Aqailoiiis hiains 
In diversa fenml.' 
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Treading the crude consistence, lialf on foot, 
Half flying ; behoves him now bolh osx and sail- 
Aa when a gryfon through the wilderness 
With winged course o'er hill or moory djile 
Pursues the Arimaspian, who hy st«alth w; 

Had from his wakeful custody purloin'd 
The guarded gold ; so eagerly the iiend [rare. 
O'er bog or steep, through strait, rough, dense, or 
With head, hands, wings, or feet, pursues his way. 
And swims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 
At length a universal hubbub wild 
Of stunning sounds and voices all confus'd. 
Borne through the hollow dark, assaults his ear 
With loudest vehemence : IhilLer he plies, 
Undaunted 1o meet there whatever power «* 

Or spirit of the nethermost abyss 
Might in that noise reside, of whom to ask 

!Ma oar] Bcnnmoiit's Fsyolie, c. ivi. st. 224. 
' Spreading their wings like oais.' 
Marino's SL of the Inn. p. 49. 

' Wilh wings like Tealher'd omb.' 
And Dante, II. Fm^. o. ii. 

' SI oho rcflio non yuol, na altro velo.' C. xii. 4. 

M* Arimai^a] ^schyli Prometheus, ver. 810. See Pomp. 

Mela; lib. ii.o. 1. Solini Folyh. jlt. 32. Prisoioni Pervig. 

ver. 700. Plauti Aulularia, act it. ac. 8. i. p. 1*2. PlJn. N. 

Hist. Hb. iv. 0. 2B. See Bnlwer's Artif. Changeling, p. 102. 

WB WUhhead] See Sldon. Apollinar. c. ii. 171. Antholog. 
Lat. ed. Bnrra. vol. 1, p. 403, Ep. cciii. for this manner cf 
speech; 

' Pastor, Arator, Eqnea, pavi, colui, superavi, 
Capraa, rua, hoslsa, (roade, ligone, roanu.' 
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Which way the nearest coast of darkness lies, 
Bordering on light; when straight hehold the- 

throne 
Of Chaos, and his dark pavilion spread tsa 

Wide on the wasteful Deep : with him enthron'd 
Sat sable- vested NigUt, eldest of things, 
The consort of his reign ; and by them stood 
Orcus and Ades, and the dreaded name 
Of Demc^orgon ; Rumor next, and Chance, ws 
And Tumult, and Confusion, all imbroil'd, 
And Discord with a thousand various mouths. 
T' whom Satan turning boldly, thus. — Te Powers, 
And Spirits of tliis nethermost abyss, 
Chaos and antient Night, I come no spy, oto 

With piirpose to explore or to disturb 
The secrets of your realm ; but by coasti-^nt 
Wand'ring this darksome desart, as my way 
Lies through your spacious empire up lo light. 
Alone, and without guide, half lost, I seek bts 

What readiestpath leads whereyourgloomy bounds 
Confine with heaven ; or if some other place. 
From your dominion won, th' ethereal King 
Possesses lately, thither to arrive 
I travel this profound ; direct my course ; tea 

Directed, no mean recompence it brings 
To your behoof, if I that region lost. 
All usurpatJou thence expeli'd, reduce 
To her original darkness and your sway, 
Which is my present journey, and once more «s 
Erect the standard there of antient Kight ; 
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Yours be tli' advanlage aJ], mine the revenge, 
ITius Satan ; and Iiim thus (he Anarch old, 
With fault'ring speech and visage incompos'd, 
Answer'd, I know thee, stranger, who thou art, w 
That mighty leading angel, who of late [thrown. 
Made head against heaven's King, though over- 
I saw and heard ; for such a numeroiia host 
Fled not in silence through the frighted deep, 
Willi ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, m 

Confusion worse confounded; and heaven-gates 
Pour'd out by millions her victorious hands 
Pursuing. I upon my frontiers hero 
Keep residence ; if all I can will serve. 
That little which is left so to defend, mm 

Encroach'd on still thro' your intestine broils 
Weak'ning the scepter of old Night : first hell. 
Your dungeon, stretching far and wide beneath; 
Now lately heaven and earth, another world, 
Hung o'er my realm, link'd in a golden chain jom 
To that side heaven from whence your legions fell : 
If that way be your walk, you have not far ; 
So much the nearer danger r go and speed ; 
Havock, and spoil, and ruin are my gain. 

He ceas'd ; and Satan stay'd not to reply, lom 
But glad that now his sea should find a shore, 
With fresh alacrity and force renew'd 
Springs upward, like a pyramid of fae, 

1»13 a psTamM ofjire] Dmj-ton in.hia Dand and Goliai. 
' He look't like to a piramid mjre.' T(kM. 



»i..,Goo^lf 



J 8 PAKADISB LOST, 

Info the wild expanse, and through the shock 

Of fighting elements, on all sides round iiis 

Environ'd, wins his way ; harder beset 

And more endanger'd, than when Argo pass'd 

Through Bosporus betwixt the justlbg rocks : 

Or when Ulysses on the larhoard shun'd 

Charyhdis, and by th' other whirlpool steer'd. id» 

'So he with difficulty and labour hard 

Mov'd on, with difficulty and labour he ; 

But he once past, soon after when man fell, 

Strange alteration 1 Sin and Death amain 

FollowiDg his traek, such was the will of Heaven, 

Pav'd after him a broad and beaten way "ao 

Over the dark abyss, whose boiling gulf 

Tamely endur'd a bridge of wond'rous length. 

From hell continu'd, reaching th' utmost orb 

Of tliia frail world ; by which the spirits perverse 

With easy intercourse pass to and fro 

To tempt or punish mortals, except whom 

God and good angels guard by special grace. 

But DOW at last the sacred influence 

Of light appears, and from the walls of heaven los 

Shoots far into the bosom of dim Night 

A ghmmering dawn: here Nature first begins 

Her farthest verge, and Cliaos lo retire 

As from her outmost works, a broken foe. 

With tumult less and with less hostile din, i™ 

That Satan with less toil and cow with ease 

Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light. 

And like a iveathcr-b eaten vessel holds 
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Gladly the port, though shrouds and tackle torn ; 
Or in the emptier waste, resemhiing air, lofs 

"Weighs his spread wings, at leisure to behold 
Far off th' empyreal heaven, extended wide 
In circuit, undetermin'd square or round, 
With opal towers and battlements adorn'd 
Of living saphire, once liia native seat ; kbo 

And fast by, han^ng in a golden chain 
This pendant world, in bigness as a star 
Of smallest magnitude close hy the moon. 
Thither full fraught with mischievous revenge, 
Accnrs'd, and in a cursed hour, he hies. lo^ 

insa Tkii pendant wnrld] Verbatim from Shnkespcfirii's 
Meia.fir Meas. act iii. eeeno i. 
1064 miachievmia] 

' TWHier full fraught, wih hope of wiihed success.' 

Ben&MS. 



»i..,Goo^lf 



PARADISE LOST. 
BOOK III, 



God sitting oil hia throne sees Satan flying towards this -world, 
then newly created; shows him to the Son, who sat at his 
right hantl; fbretells the success of Sala.n in perverting man- 
kind; clears his own justice and wiadom from all imputa- 
tion, having ereatea Man free, and able enough to have with- 
Itood his tempter; yet declares liis purpose of grace towards 
Mm, in regard he fell not of his own malice, as did Satan, 
but by him seduced. Tl:e Son of God renders praises to Ms 
Father for the manifestation of his gracious purpose towards 
Man: but God again declares, that grace cannot be extended 
towards Man without the satisfaction of divine justice; Man 
hath offended the majesty of God by aspiring to Godhead, 
and therefore with all his progeny devoted to death must die, 
unless some one can be found sufficient to answer for his 
offijnce, and undergo his punishment. The Son of God freely 
offers himself a ronsom for Man; the Father accepts him, 
ordains his inoamation, pronounces his exaltation above all 
names m heaven and earth; commands all the Angels to 
adore him ; they obey, and, hymning to their harps in full 
choir, celebrate the Father and the Son. Mean while Satan 
alights upon the bare convex of this world's outermost orb ; 
where wandering he first finds a place, since called the Limbo 
ofVanity; what persons and things fly up thither; Ihsnoe 
com#%) the gate of heaven, described ascending by slaits, 
and the waters above the firmament that flow about it : his 
passage thence to the orb of the ann; he Ends there Uriel the 
regent of that orb ; but first changes himself into the shape 
of a meaner angel; and pretending a zealous desire to behold 
the new creation, and Man whom God had placed here, 
inqukes of hhn the place of his habitation, and is directed; 
alights first on mount Niphates. 
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Hail holy light ! offspring of lieav'n flrst-bom ; 

Or of th' eternal co-eternal beam. 

May I express thee unhlani'd ? since GoB is light, 

And never but in unapproached light 

Dwelt from eternity, dwelt then in thee, s 

Bright effluence of bright essence increate. 

Or hear'st fiiou rather pure ethereal stream, 

"Wliose fountain who shall tell ? before the sun. 

Before the heavens thou wert, and at the voice 

Of God, as with a mantle, didst invest m 

The rising world of waters dark and deep, 

Won from the void and formless infinite. 

Thee I revisit now vtith bolder wing, 

Escap'd the Stygian pool, though long detain'd 

In that obscure sojourn, while in my flight is 

Through utter and through middle darkness borne. 

With other notes, than to th' Orphean lyre, 

I sung of Chaos and eternal Wight, 

Taught by the heavenly Muse to venture down 

^Godie HgJtt] See Wakef. Lncret. 1. p. 320. ' Pec em- 
phasin Dem siepissime Sot audit. Ov, Met. kt, ja2. 
' Ipse Dei clypens, lerrk cum tollitur ima, 

Mane nibet ' 

adcas notata nobis ad Virg. Geot^. i. S.' 

B /oiinbim] See Lnoret. 5. 282, ' largns ilem liquiiii 
fons luminis.' 

" oSter notes] See Bembo Sonnetti, p. 26, ' con Kltre voce.' 
Daiiie II Parad. c. xsv. 7, ' Cim Bltra voce omia, con altri 
vello Eitornero Poeta.' 
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The dark descent, and up to reasccnd, so 

Though hard and rare : thee I revisit safe, 
And feel thy sov'reign vital lamp ; but thou 
Eevisit'st not these eyes, that roll in vain 
To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn ; 
So thick a drop serene hath quench'd their orbs, k 
Or dim suffusion veil'd. Yet not the more 
Cease I to wander where the Muses haunt 
Clear spring, or shady grove, or sunny hill, 
Smit with the love of sacred song ; but chief 
Thee Sion, and the flowery brooka beneath, so 
That wash thy haUow'd feet, and warbling flow, 
Nightly I visit ; nor sometimes foi^et 
Those other two equal'd with me in fete. 
So were I eqoal'd witli them, in renown, 
Blind Thamyris and blind Mseonides, » 

And Tij-esias and Phineus prophets old. 
Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary move 
Harmonious numbers ; as the wakeful bird 
Sings darkling, and in shadiest covert hid 
Tunes her nocturnal note : thus with the year m 
Seasons return, but not to me returns 
Day, or the sweet approach of even or morn, 

S5 juCTcA'dJ aranch'd. Beiill MS. 

2S m*a] Val. Fiaoe. iv. 285. ' Sanguiiieosque rolat orbes.' 
See Bamum't Nole. 

^ fiowtry brooks] flowing, silver, crystal, pmling. Bcnti 
MS. 

"^ Thamyris] Stat. Thcb. iy. 163. 

' Mulos ThamjTTS damnatus in annos." 
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Or sight of vernal bloom, or summer's rose, 

Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine; 

But cloud instead, and ever-during dark « 

Surrounds me, from the cheerful ways of men 

Cut off, and for the book of knowledge fair 

Presented with a universal blank 

Of nature's works to me espung'd and ras'd, 

And wisdom at one entrance quite shut out. m 

So much the rather thou celestial Light 

Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers 

Irradiate, there plant eyes, all mist from thence 

Purge and disperse, that I may see and l«ll 

Of things invisible to mortal sight __,.^-^ s3 

Now had the Almighty Father from above, 
From the pure empyrean where he sits 
High thron'd above all hightli, bent do^ra his eye, 
His own works and their works at once to view. 
About him all the sanctities of heaven eo 

Stood thick as stars, and from his sight receiv'd 
Beatitude past utterance ; on his right 
The radiant image of his glory sat. 
His only Son : on earth he first beheld 
Our two first parents, yet the only two es 

Of mankind, in llie happy garden plac'd, 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love. 
Uninterrupted joy, unrival'd love, 

MO/] Peaixe proposoa to read 'All nature's works,' and 
Newton agrees wilh him, putting a stop sfter ' blank,' but I 
do not undcrstajid the force of tlieir objection to tlie estu- 
blislied test. 
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In blissful solitude : lie then survey'ii 

Hell and the gulf between, and Satan there ™ 

Coasting the wall of heaven on this side night 

In the dun air sublime, and ready now 

To stoop with, weaj'ied wings, and willing feet 

On the bare outside of this world, that secm'd 

Firm land imbosom'd without firmament, » 

Uncertain which, in ocean or in air. 

Him God beholding from Ida prospect high, 

"Wherein past^ present, future, he beholds, 

Thus to his only Son foreseeing spake. 

Only hegotten Son, seest thou what rage so 
Transports our adversary, whom no bounds 
Prescrib'd, no bars of hell, nor all the chains 
Heap'd on him there, nor yet the main abyss 
Wide interrupt, can hold, so bent he seems 
On desperate revenge, that shall redound es 

Upon his own rebellious head ? And now 
Through all restraint broke loose he wings his way 
Not far off heaven, in the precincts of hght, 
Directly towards the now created world. 
And man there plac'd, with purpose to assay s» 
If him by force he can destroy, or worse, 
By some false guile pervert ; and shall pervert ; 
For man will hearken to his glozing lies. 
And easily transgress the sole command. 
Sole pledge of his obedience : so will fall 

S3 ghs'mg lies] See Beaumont's Pajche, c. t. 37. 
' With humble lk>, and oaths of ghaage dcest.' 
See also B. is. 549, 'so gliK'd the tempter.' 
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He and his faithless progeny. Wiiose fault? 
Whose but his own ? ingrate, he had of me 
All he could have : I made him just and right, 
Sufficient to have stood, though free to fall. 
Such I created all th' ethereal Powers m 

And Spirits, both them who stood and them who 

feil'd: 
Freely fiey stood who stood, and fell who fell. 
Not free, what proof could they have ^v'n sincere 
Of true allegiance, constant faith, or love, 
Where only, what tliey needs must do, appear'd, its 
Not what they would ? what praise could they re- 
What pleasure I from such obedience paid, [ceive ? 
When will and reason, reason also is choice. 
Useless and vain, of freedom both despoil'd, 
Made passive both, liad serv'd necessity, m 

Not me ? They therefore, as to right belong'd. 
So were created, nor can justly accuse 
Their Maker, or their making, or their fate ; 
As if predestination over-rul'd 
Their will, dispos'd hy ahioIut« decree m 

Or high foreknowledge : they themselves decreed 
Their own revolt, not I : if I foreknew. 
Foreknowledge had no influence on tlieir fault, 
Which had no less proVd certain unforeknown. 
So without least impulse or shadow of fate, i2» 
Or aught hy me immutahly foreseen, 
They trespass, authors to themselves in all, 

oa be gave Tn'"" freedom to 
jMiVftm's ArecpagUica. 
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BotliwLattKey judge and what they choose; for so 
I fomi'd them free, and free they must remain, 
Till they enthrall themselves; I else must change 
Their nature, and revoke the high decree, im 

Unchangeable, etemai, which ordain'd 
Their freedom ; Ihey themselves ordain'd their fall. 
The first sort by their own suggestion fell, 
Self-tempted, self-deprav'd : man falls deceiv'd is* 
By the other first : man therefore shall find grace, 
The other none : in mercy and justice both. 
Through lieaven and earth, so shall my glory excel ; 
But mercy first and last shall brightest shine. 

Thus while G OD spake, ambrosial fragrance fiU'd 
All heaven, and in the blessed spirits elect i9» 
Sense of new joy inofiiible difFus'd. 
Beyond compare tlie Son of God was seen 
Most glorious, in him all his Father shone 
Substantially express'd, and in his face no 

Divine compassion visibly appear'd. 
Love without end, and without measure grace ; 
Which uttoring thus he to his Father spake. 

Father, gracious was that word which cloa'd 
Thy sov'reJgn sentence, that man should find grace ; 
For which both heaven and earth shaU high extol 
Thy praises, with th' Innumerable sound 
Of hymns and sacred songs, wherewith thy throne 
Encompass'd shall resound thee ever blest. 
For should man finally be lost, should man iw 
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Thj creature late so lov'd, thy youngest son, 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though join'd 
With hia own foUy ? that be from thee far, 
That fer be from thee, Father, who art judge 
Of all thioga made, and judgest only right. w 
Or shall the adversary thus obtain 
His end, and frustrate thine ? shall he fulfil 
His maliue, and thy goodness bring to naught. 
Or proud return tliougli to his heavier doom. 
Yet with revenge accomplisli'd, and to hell m 
Draw after him the whole race of mankind, 
By him corrupted? or wilt thou thyself 
Abolish thy creation, and unmake, 
For.him, what for thy glory thou has made ? 
So should thy goodness and thy greatness both iss 
Be question 'd and blasphem'd without defence. 

To whom the great Creator thus repKed. 
O Son, in whom my aoul hath chief delight, 
Son of my bosom, Son who art alone 
My word, my wisdom, and effectual might, iw 
All hast thou spoken as my thoughts are, all 
As-my eternal purpose hath decreed : 
Man shall not quite he lost, but sav'd who will, 
Yet not of will in him, but grace ia me 
Freely vouchsaf 'd : once more I will renew i» 

IM i^ii] Newton observes that this is from Genesis, sviii. 
25. ' That be far from Biep,' &c. 
1»» Sun] ' My Son, my onlj- stay. 

My hand, my honor, and my might.' 

See CoUiiig's OiM, p. 62. 
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His lapsed powers, though forfeit and entirall'd 

Ey sin to foul exorbitant desires ; 

Upheld by me, yet once more he shall stand 

On even ground against his mortal foe, 

By me upheld, that he may know how fi'ail iso 

His fall'n condition is, and to me owe 

All his deliv'rancc, and to none but rae. 

Some I have chosen of peculiar grace 

Elect above the rest ; so is my will : 

The rest shall hear me call, and oft be wam'd iss 

Their sinful state, and to appease betimes 

Th' incensed Deity, while offer'd grace 

Invites ; for I will clear their senses dark, 

What may eufflce, and soften stony hearts . 

To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. iso 

To prayer, repentance, and obedience due, 

Though but endeavour'd with sincere intent. 

Mine ear shall not be slow, mine eye not shut. 

And I will place within them as a guide 

My umpire Conscience, whom if they will hear, la 

Light after light well us'd they shall atlaia, 

And to the end persisting safe arrive. 

This my long sufferance and my day of grace 

They who neglect and scorn shall never taste ; 

But hard be harden'd, blind be bliaded nioi-e, an 

That they may stumble on, and deeper fall; 

And none but such from mercy I exclude. 

i™ lapsed] ' lapsaa acuit mantes,' r. S11. Ital. X. 006. 
18» ittmyl Eiek. xsKvi. 2a, 'I will take n\iaj the sto7i>j 
/lecu-f out of yam flesh.' GiUiei, 
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But yet aJl is not done ; man disobeying 

Disloyal breaks his fealty, and sins 

Against the high supremacy of heaven, sm 

Affecting Godhead, and so losing all, 

To expiate his treason hath naught left, 

But to desfniclion sacred and devote, 

He with his whole posterity must die. 

Die he or justice must ; unless for him j!o 

Some other able, and as willing, pay 

The ri^d satisfaciion, death for death. [love? 

Say heavenly Powers, where shall we find such 

"Which of ye will be morfal to redeem 

Man's mortal crime, and just th' unjust to save ? sis 

Dwells in all hea,ven charity so dear ? 

He ask'd, but all the heavenly choir stood mute, 
And silence was in heaven : on man's beha,lf 
Patron or intercessor none appear'd, 
Much less that durst upon his own head di'aw sai 
The deadly forfeiture, and ransom set 
And now without redemption all mankind 
Must have been lost, adjudg'd to death and hell 
By doom severe, had not the Son of God, 
In whom the fulness dwells of love divine, m 
His dearest mediation thus rcnew'd. 

Father, thy word is pass'd, man shall find grace ; 
And shall grace not find means, that finds her way, 
The speediest of thy winged messengers. 
To visit all thy creatures, and to all sso 

Comes unprevented, unimplor'd, unsought? 

3Ji awred] ' EHcrale.' Benll MS. 
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Happy for man, so coming ; he her aid 
Can never seek, once dead in sins and lost ; 
Atonement for himself or offering meet, 
Indebted and undone, hath none to bring. ax 

Behold me then, me for him, hfe for life, 
I offer, on me let thine anger fall ; 
Aecount me man ; I for his sake wiU leave 
Thy hosom, and this glory next to thee 
Freely put off, and for him lastly die s» 

Well pleaa'd ; on me let Death wreak all his rage ; 
Under his gloomy power I shall not long 
Lie vanquish'd ; thou hast giv'n me to possess 
Life in myself for ever, by thee I live, 
Though now to Death I yield, and am his due 
All that of me can die ; yet that debt paid, 248 
Thou wilt not leave rae in the loathsome grave 
His prey, nor suffer my unspotted soul 
For ever with corruption there to dwell : 
But I shall rise Yictorious, and subdue !so 

My vanquisher, spoil'd of his vaunted spoil ; 
Death his death's wound shall then receive, and 
Inglorious, of his mortal sting disarm'd. [stoop 
I through the ample air in triumph high 
Shall lead hell captive maugre hell, and show ks 
The powers of darkness bound. Thou, at the sight 

^w me] The freqnent repetitinn of ' me ' is like Virgil, JEn. 
is. W. 

'Me, me, aiUuin qui feci in me converlite femim.' Mu-tat. 

^^mavgre hell] ' Sucli Life that maagre Bell be lives,' 
Sir T. Hawkins' Honice, (1638) p. 72. ' Maugre thy fury,' v. 



»i..,G00^lf 



BOOK HI. 91 

Pleas'd, out of heayen shalt look down aiid smile, 
While by thee rais'd I ruin all my foes, 
Death last, and with his earcase glut the grave : 
Then with the multitude of my redeem'd sid 

Shall enter heaven long absent, and return. 
Father, to see thy face, wherein no cloud 
Of anger shall remain, but peace assur'd 
And reconcOement : wrath shall be no more 
Thenceforth, but in thy presence joy entire. aa 

His words here ended, but Ms meek aspect 
Silent yet spake, and breath'd immortal love 
To mortal men, above which only shone 
Filial obedience : as a Bacrifice 
Glad to be ofier'd, he attends the will sno 

Of his great Father, Admiration seiz'd 
All heaven, what this might mean and whitier f«nd 
■Wond'ring ; but soon th' Almighty thus repl/d : 

thou in heaven and earth the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrath, thou sw 
My soul complacence ! well thou know'st how dear 
To me are all my works, nor man the least, 

Marino's SI. of the Inn. p. 58. ' Maogre thine enemies' hate.' 
Gayton'B Ch. Script, p. 3. 4to. 

267 itnmoiial lme\ See Luceret. y. 122. ' Immoiiaiia 
morlali sermone noCantes.' Aiistot. de Rhetor, ii. IT. 2. 
iiSaiiurov opyiiv /i^ Sv^tte, i^jJijTflf i^. 
2" &os(] Shaiespenre's Lear, set i. EO«ne 1. 
'Now our joy, 
Although the last, Qot least.' 
and Jul. CiCs. act iii. Scene 1. 

' Though last, not least, in loye.' JfewAwi. 
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Though last created, that for him I spare 
Thee from my bosom and right hand, to save, 
By losing thee awhile, the whole race lost. sw 
Thou therefore whom thou only ean'st redeem 
Their nature also to Ihy nature join ; 
And he thy self man among men on earth. 
Made flesh, when time shall be, of virgin seed, 
By wondrous birth : be thou in Adam's room asa 
The head of all mankind, though Adam's son. 
As in him perish all men, so in thee, 
As from a second root, shall he restor'd, 
As many as are reslor'd, without thee none. 
His crime malces guilty all his sons ; thy merit sm 
Imputed shall absolve them who renounce 
Their own both, righteous and unrighteous deeds, 
And hve in thee transplanted, and from thee 
Keceive new life, , So man, as is most just, 
Shall satisfy for man, be judged and die ; 2b 

And dying rise, and rising with him raise 
His brethren, ransom'd with his own dear life. 
So heavenly love shall outdo hellish hate, 
Giving to death, and dying to redeem. 
So dearly to redeem what hellish hate mc 

So easily destroy'd, and still destroys 
In those who, when they may, accept not grace. 
Mor shalt thou by descending to assume 
Man's nature lessen or degrade thine own. 
Because thou hast, though thcon'd in highest bliss 
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Equal to God, and equally enjojmg m 

Giod-like fruition, quitted aU to save 
A world from uttei- loss, and hast been found 
By merit more than birtlirigh Son of God, 
Found worthiest to be so by being good, m 

Far more than great or high ; because in thee 
Love hath abounded more than glory abounds ; 
Therefore thy hiuniliation shall exalt 
With thee thy manhood also to this throne ; 
Here shalt thou sit incarnate, here shalt reinn sis 
Both God and Man, Son both of God and Man, 
Anointed universal king ; aU power 
I give thee, reign for ever, and assume 
Thy menta ; under thee aa head supreme 
Thrones, Piineedoms, Powers, Dominions,! reduce: 
AH knees to tbee shall bow, of them that bide ^n) 
In heaven, or earth, or under earth in hell ; 
■When thou attended gloriously from heaven 
Shalt in the sky appear, and from thee send 
The summoning archangels to proclaim s^s 

Thy dread tribunal : forthwith from all winds 
The living, and forthwith the cited dead 
Of all past ages, to the general doom 

"6 £^iall Newton saj-s, ' this is an inslaiice of Hilton's 
ortbodosy;' how coald he havs overlooked tha Hobs that 
follow? 

' B7 merit more than UrlhrigM Son of God.' 
K» ofdanjtir] AcchimEel; v. Thessal. iv. 6. St. Mntt. 
xjiv. 31. BentlifS. ' The Archangel Michael is the onlv 
Archangel of whom we know any thing from holy Writ'' 
Horiles'i Sermma, p. 563, 8vo. 

VOL. I. 17 
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Shall liasten, such a peal sliall rouse their sleep, 
Tlieti, ail thy saints assembled, thou slialt judge 
Bad men and angels ; they arraign'd shall sink 
Eeneatli thy sentence ; hell, her miml>ers full, 
Thenceforth shall be for ever shut. Mean while 
The world shall bum, and from her ashes spring 
New heaven and earth, wherein the just shall dwell. 
And afler all their tribulations long ^ 

See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds, 
■With joy and love triumphing, and fair truth : 
Then thou thy regal scepter shalt lay by, 
For regal scepter then no more shall need, mo 
God shall be all in all. But all ye Gods 
Adore him, who to compass all this dies, 
Adore the Son, and honour him as me. 

No sooner had th' Almighty ceas'd, but all 
The multitude of angels with a shout, ^ 

Loud as from numbers without number, sweet 
As from blest voices, uttering joy, heaven rung 
With jubilee, and loud hosannas fiU'd 
Th' eternal regions. Lowly reverent 
Towai-ds either throne they bow, and to the gi-ound 
■With solemn adoration down they cast 
Their crowns inwove with araarant and gold. 
Immortal amarant, a flower which once 
In paradise fast by the Tree of Life 



ffolfenl Virg. Eclog. It. 9 




' Toto sui^t gens aur. 


ea mnndo.' Mm. 


■ msiU\ On the eonstn 


lotion of this sentence, 


cs'B and Moiiboddo'B note. 
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Began to bloom, but soon for man's offence ssj 
To heaven remov'd, where first it grew, there grows, 
And flowers aloft shading the fount of life, 
And where the river of bliss through midst of heaven 
Kolls o'er Elysian flowers her amber stream ; 
With these that never fade the spirits elect sso 
Bind their resplendentlocksinwreath'd with beams; 
Now in loose garlands thick thrown off, tlie bright 
Pavement, that like a sea of jasper shone, 
Impurpled with celestial roses smil'd. 
Then crown'd Strain their golden harja they look, 
Harps ever tun'd, that glitteriiig by their side 8w 
Like quivers hung, and with preamble sweet 
Of charming symphony they introduce 
Their sacred song, and waken raptures high ; 
No voice exempt, no voice but well could join »ro 
Melodious part, such concord is in heaven. 

Thee, Father, first they sung, Omnipotent, 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal King ; thee author of all being, 
Fountain of light, thyself invisible ^s 

Amidst the glorious brightness where thou sitt'st 
Thron'd inaccessible, but when thou shad'st 
The full blaze of thy beams, and throngh a cloud 



a™ fioBKrs] fields, plidns, gems. SmU MS, 
*™ amber] CaJlim. St. Ceres, 29, ^xTpmon vlap ; and 
Virg. Sa. iii. 522. JKwton. 
SOS Impurpled] ' Tutto di Soie impoij/orato il cielo.' 
.Marino Ad. c. iv. St. 291. Tk^er. 
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Drawn rouml about Ihee like a radiant alirine, 
Dark with excessive briglit thy skirts appear ; aso 
Yet dazzle heaven, that brightest seraphim 
Approach not, but with both wings veil their eyes. 
Thee next they sang of all creation first, 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude, 
In whose conspicTioHs count'nance, without cloud 
Made visible, (he Almighty Father shines, ass 
Whom else no creature can behold ; on thee 
Impress'd th' effulgence of his glory abides; 
Transfus'd on thee his ample Spirit rests. 
He heaven of heavans and all the powers therein sm 
By thee created, and by thee threw down 
Th' aspiring dominations. Thou that day 
Thy father's dreadful thunder didst not spare, 
Kor stop thy flaming chariot wheels, that shook 
Heay'n's everlasting frame, while o'er the necks sa 
Thou drov'st of warring angels disarray'd. 
Back from pursuit thy powers with loud acclaim 
Thee only extoO'd, Son of thy Father's might, 
To execute fierce vengeance on his foes : 
Not so on man ; him thro' their malice fall'n, m 
Father of mercy and grace, thou didst not doom 

seo Dari] 

' Caligiue e lassii d'ombre luconti 
In cni B' imolve Re ch' il oiel govema ; 
Quivi iddio pose en fiilgide tenebre 
E'n profondo silenzio, !ilte lutebre.' 

Taiso Gier. Lib. Sao Blacfs Life, ii. 489. 
BB* sioat] Y. Fairfas'S Tii3so,iL 91. 

' Againe to alioJie ffean'n'i enerloitiiig frame.' Tmld. 
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So Bfrictly ; but mucli more to pity incline. 
No sooner did thy desx and only Son 
Perceive thee purpos'd not to doom frail man 
So strictly, but much more to pity inclia'd, 4» 
He to appease thy wrath, and end the strife 
Of mercy and justice in thy face disMrn'd, 
Regardless of the bliss wherein he sat 
Second to thee, offer'd himself to die 
For man's offence. unexampled love, im 

Love no where to be found less llian Divine 1 
Hail Son of God, Saviour of men, thy name 
Shall be the copious matter of my song 
Henceforth, and never sliall my harp thy pi-aise 
Forget, nor from thy Father's praise disjoin. )i» 
Thus they in heaveii, above the starry sphere, 
Their happy hours in joy and hymning spent, 
Mean while upon the firm opacous globe 
Of this round world, whose first convex divides 
The luminous inferior orbs, inclos'd mt 

From Chaos and th' inroad of Darkness old, 
Satan alighted walks : a globe far off 
It scem'd, now seems a boundless continent, 
Dark, waste, and wild, under the frown of night 
Starless expos'd, and ever-lhreat'ning storms f/a 
Of Chaos blnst'ring round, inclement sky ; 
Save on that side which from the wall of heaven 

*"lifej 'TliHQ' or 'but' ia understood before 'Ha,' to 
complete tlie sense. JfenHon. 
«a irmt] Virg, JEn. viii, 301, 
' Salve, vera Jovis proles, decns addite divis.' It'eaion. 
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Though dislant far some small reflection gains 
Of glimmering air, less vex'd with tempest loud-. 
Here walk'd the flend at large in spacious field. <m 
As when a Yulture on Imaus bred, 
"Whose snowy ridge the roving Tartar hounds, 
Dislodging from a region scarce of prey 
To gorge the flesh of lambs or yeanling kids 
On hills where flocks are fed, flies toward the springs 
Of Ganges or Hydaspes, Indian streams ; i" 

But in hia way lights on the barren plains 
Of Sericana, where Chineses drive 
With saila and wind their cany waggons light : 
So on this windy sea of land the fiend «o 

"Walk'd up and down alone, bent on his prey ; 
Alone, for other creature in this place 
Living or lifeless to be found was none, 
None yet, but store hereafter from the earth 
Up hither like aerial vapours flew «3 

Of all things transitory and vain, when sin 
"With vanity had flll'd the works of men : 
Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 
Built their fond hopes of glory or lasting fame. 
Or happiness in this or th' other life ; im 

All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 
Of painful superstition and blind zeal. 
Naught seeking but the praise of men, here find 
Fit retribution, empty as their deeds : 
AH fh' unaccomplish'd works of nature's hand, «s 
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Abortive, monstrous, or unkindly mix'd, 

Dissolv'd on eartli, fleet hither, and in vain, 

Till final dissolution, wander here, 

Not in theneighb'Mng moon, as some have drcam'd ; 

Those argent fields more likely habitants, iso 

Translated saints, or middle spirits hold 

Betwixt th' angelical and human kind : 

Hither of ill-join'd sons and daughters bom 

First from the ancient world those giants came 

With many a vain exploit, though then i-cnown'd : 

The builders next of Babel on the plain 

Of Sennaar, and still with vain design 

New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build : 

Others came single ; he who to be deem'd 

A God leap'd fondly into ^tna fiames, wo 

Empedocles, and he who to enjoy 

Plato's Elysium leap'd into the sea, 

Cleombrotus, and many more too long, 

*■' mnm] He means Ariosto Or. Fur. c. xxsiv. st. 70. 

Nenim. 
4T3 loo img] Bentley Ihinlia that a line ia hore omitted; 
End Dr. Fearce agrees ■wilh him; but it does not appear to 
me necessary. 1 wonld read the Terse 

' Cleombrotus, and many more (too long:) 
Etill I thiuk the passage would read better thus transposed; 
' Cleombrotus and many more, too long.' 
Here Pilgrims roam that stxay'd so far to seek 



Or inEraoeiscan think to pass disguisM: 
Embryos, and idiot!, eremites and friars, 
White, black, and grey, with all their trumpery.' 
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Eraliryocs and idiota, eremits and friars, 

White, black, and grey, with all their frumpeiy. ns 

Here pilgrims roam, that stray'd so far to seek 

Li Golgotha him dead, who lives in heaven ; 

And they wlio to be sure of paradise 

Dying put on the weeds of Dominie, 

Or iu Franciscan think to pass disguis'd m 

They pass the planets seven, and pass the fis'd. 

And that crystdUne sphere whose balance weighs 

The trepidation talk'd, and that first mov'd ; 

And now Saint Peter at heaven's wicket seems 

To wait them with his keys, and now at fcwt us 

Of heaven's ascent they lift their feet, when, lo ! 

A violent cross wind from either coast 

Blows them transverse ten Uiouaand leagues awry 

Into the devious air ; then might ye see 

Cowls, hoods, and habits with their wearers tost m 

And flutter'd into rags ; then reliques, heads, 

Indulgences, dispenses, pardons, bulls. 

The sport of winds : all these npwhirl'd aloft 

Fly o'er.the backside of the world far off. 

Into a limbo large and broad, since eall'd tsa 

The Paradise of fools, to few unknown 

Long after, now unpeopled, and untrod. 

All this dark globe the fiend found as he pass'd. 

And long he wander'd, till at last a gleam 

«s WMle] Carmelites, Dominicans, and FraDcisoans. So 
Anosto Orl. Fur. xiv. 68. 'Frati, bianchi, ncri, e biin ' 
Ad. sliii. St. 175. Todd. 

«s sport] Virg. £a. yL K. ' Luililoa ventis.' Sume. 
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Of dawning light turn'd thitherward in haste s» 

His Iravel'd steps ; fer distant he descries, 

Ascending by degrees magnificent 

Up to the wall of heaven, a structure high, 

At top whereof, but far more rich appeai'"d 

The work as of a kingly palace gate, ae 

With frontispiece of diamond and gold 

Imhellish'd i thick with sparkling orient gems 

The portal shone, inimitahle oa earth 

By model or by shading pencil drawn. 

The stairs were such as whereon Jacob saw 6io 

Angels aseendujg and descending, bands 

Of guardians bright, when he from Esau fled 

To Padan-Aram in the field of Luz, 

Dreaming by night under the open sky, 

And waking cried. This is the gate of heaven, sis 

Each stair mysfeiionsly was meant, nor stood 

Thei-e always, but drawn up to heaven sometimes 

Viewless, and underneath a bright sea flow'd 

Of jasper, or of liquid peai'l, whereon 

Who after came frem eai'th sailing arriv'd, sw 

Wafted by angels, or flew o'er the lake, 

Eapt in a chariot drawn by fiery steeds. 

The stairs were then let down, whether to dare 

The fiend by easy ascent, or aggravate 

His sad exclusion from the doors of bliss : sis 

Direct against which opon'd from bencatli, 

SOI i»-iin(\ Peti-arcli Trioiifo tlclla morto, ii. ' Di gemme 
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Just o'er the blissful seat of para<lise, 

A passage down to th' earth, a passage wide, 

Wider by far than that of afier-timea 

Over mount Sion, and though that were large so 

Over tie Promis'd Land to God so dear. 

By which, to visit oft those happy tribes. 

On high behests his angela to and fro 

Pass'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard, 

From Paneas, the fount of Jordan's flood, ess 

To Betirsaba, where the Holy Land 

Borders on Egypt and the Arabian shore : 

So wide the op'ning seem'd, where bounds wore set 

To darkness, such as bound the ocean wave. 

Satan from hence now on tlie lower stair, sw 

That scal'd by steps of gold to heaven-gate, 

Loots down with wonder at the sudden view 

Of all this world at once. As when a scout 

Thi'ough dark and desart ways with peril gone 

AH night, at last by break of cheerful dawn su 

Obtains the brow of some high-climbing hill. 

Which to his eye discovers unaware 

The goodly prospect of some foreign land 

First-seen, or some renown'd metropolis. 

With glistening spires and pinnacles adorn'd m 

Which now the rising sun gilds with his beams; 

Such wonder seiz'd, though after heaven seen, 

The spirit mahgn ; but much more envy seiz'd 
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At sight of all this world beheld so fair. 
Eound he surveys, and well might, where he stood 
So high above the circling canopy sa 

Of night's extended shade, from eastern point 
Of Libra to the fleecy star that bears 
Andromeda far ofi' Atlantic seas 
Beyond th' horizon : then from pole to pole sm 
He views in breadth, and without longer pause 
Down right into the world's first region throws 
His flight precipitant^ and winds with ease 
Through the pure marble air his oblique way 
Amongst innumerable stars, that shone sss 

Stars distant, but nigh hand seem'd other worlds, 
Or other worlds they seem'd, or happy isles, 
Like those Hesperian gardens fam'd of old. 
Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow'ry vales. 
Thrice happy isles ; but who dwelt happy there s:» 
He stay'd not to enquire; above them all 
The golden sun in splendor likest heaven 
Allur'd his eye: thither his course he bends 
Through the calm, firmament ; but up or down, 
By center or eccentric, hard to tell, sis 

Or longitude, where the great luminary, 

66* At sit/it] Quod tmidem speotaoalum fore pntnmus, cum 
Mam terram contaeri lioebit? Cic. Tusc. Disp. i. 19. 
*** marble air] ' Strikes thro' the marMe skiaa.' 

See Manao'i SI. o/fta Mocenls, p. 75. Tmiil 
M* (ASque] Drayton nses this word with the accent on the 
first syllahle. Polyllb. Song xrn. 

' Then in Lis Cblique conrse, the Insty etra^ling street.' 
T.x/d. 
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Aloof the vulgar constellations thick, 
That firom his lordly eye keep distance due, 
Dispenses light fi'om far ; fhey as they move 
Their starry dance in numhers that compute seo 
Days, months, and years, towards his all-cheering 

Turn swift their vai-ious motions, or are tum'd 

By his magnetic beam, that gently warms 

The universe, and to each inward part 

With gentle penetration, though imseen, iss 

Shoots invisible virtue even to the deep ; 

So wond'rously was set his station bright 

There lands the fiend, a spot like which perhaps 

Astronomer in the sun's lucent orb 

Through his glaz'd optic tube yet never saw, sso 

The place he found beyond expression, bright, 

Compar'd with aught on earth, metal or stone ; 

Not all parts like, but all aUke inform'd 

With radiant light, as glowing iron with fire ; 

If metal, part seem'd gold, part silver clear; ss: 

If stone, carbuncle most or chrysolite. 

Ruby or topaz, to the twelve diat shone 

In Aaron's breast-plate, and a stone besides 

Imagin'd rather oft than elsewhere seen, 



c to] Doctor Fearce had an ingeniona friend who pro- 
posed to read 

' Enbie, or Topaz, two o' th' twelve that shone.' 
How would the Doclor profess to jwtwwuflce his line? 

Fenton reads 'or the twelve that shone.' 
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That stone, or like io that wWeh here below em 
Philosopliers in v^n so long have sought, 
In vain, though by their powerful art they bind 
Volatil Hermes, and caU up unbound 
In various shapes old Proteus from the sea, 
Drain'd through a limbec to his native form, ste 
What wonder then if fields and reg^ona here 
Breathe forth elixir pure, and rivers run 
Potable gold, when with one virtuous touch 
Th' arch-chimie sun so far fi-om us remote 
Produces with terrestrial humor mis'd em 

Here in the dark so many precious tilings 
Of colour glorious and effect so rare ? 
Here matter new to gaze the devil met 
Undazzled, far and wide his eye commands. 
For sight no obstacle found here, nor shade, >a 
But all sun-shine ; as when his beams at noon 
Culminate from th' Equator, as they now 
Shot upward slill direct, whence no way round 
Shadow from body opaque can fall, and the air. 
No where so clear, sharpen'd his visual ray 0:0 
To objects distant for, whereby he soon 
Saw witliin kea a glorious angel stand. 
The same whom John saw also in the sun : 
His back was tum'd, but not his brightness hid ; 

WS limiec] See Sylvester's I>n Bartas, p. 85. 

' Fire tlmt in Kmbec of pure thonglits divine 
Doth purge our thonghts.' 
c^ ken] See Greene's "Sever loo late." 'I might see in 
my ken.' Todd. 
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Of beaming sunny rays, a golden tiar ks 

Circl'd his head, nor less his locks behind 
Illustrious on his shoulders fledge >yith wings 
Lay waving round; on some great charge employ'd 
He seem'd, or fii'd in cogitation deep. 
Glad was the spirit impure, as now in hope sso 
To iind who might direct Ms wand'ring flight 
To paradise the happy seat of man, 
His journey's end, and our beginning woe. 
But first he casts to change his proper shape, 
"Which else might work Mm danger or delay : kb 
And now a stripling cherub he appears, 
Not of the prime, yet such as In Ms face 
Youth smil'd celestial, and to every limb 
Suitable grace diffus'd, so weU lie feign'd : 
Under a coronet his flowing hair 8« 

In curls on either cheek play'd ; wings he wore 
Of many a colour'd plume sprinkled with gold ; 
His habit fit for speed succinct, and held 
Before his decent steps a silver watid. 
He drew not nigh unheard, the angel bright, oa 
E'er he drew nigh, Ms radiant visage turn'd, 
Admonish'd by his ear, and straight was known 
Th' arch-angel Uriel, one of the seven 
Who ia GrOD'8 presence nearest to his throne 
Stand ready at command, and are Ms eyes »» 

^^ nww^ a coi>Hr*rfJ * Versicoloribus aTis/ 

Virgilii Calahcla, vi. 9. 
«a mcdnct] Orl. Fur. c. ivii. st. 62. 

' In arbilo succiato era Matfisa.' TaM. 
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That run througli all the heavetLS, or down to th'eartli 
Bear hia swift errands, over moist and diy, 
O'er sea and land: him Satan thus accosts. 

Uriel, for thou of those seven spirits that stand 
In sight of God's high throne, gloriously bright, 
The fir=t art wont his great authentic will ^ 

Interpreter through highest heaven lo hring, 
"Where all his sons thy embassy attend ; 
And here art likeliest by supreme decree 
Like honour to obtain, and as his eye ««o 

To visit oft this new creation round ; 
Unspeakable desire to see, and know 
All these his wondrous works, but chiefly man, 
His chief delight and favour, him for whom 
All these his works so wondrous he ordain'd, sra 
Ilath brought me from the choirs of cherubim 
Alone thus wand'ring. Brightest sorapli, tell 
In which of aJl these shining orbs hath man 
His fixed seat, or fixed seat hath none. 
But all these shining orbs his choice to dwell ; sro 
That I may find him, and, with secret gaze 
Or open admiration, him behold, 
On whom the great Creator hath bestow'd 
TVorids, and on whom hath all these graces pour'd ; 
That both in him and all things, as is meet, era 
The universal Maker we may praise ; 
"Who justly hath driv'n out his rebel foes 
To deepest hell, and to repair that loss 

id is followed bj 
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Created tiis new happy race of men 

To serve him better : wise are all liis ways. eao 

So spake the false dissembler unperceiv'd; 
For neither man nor angel can discern 
Hypocrisy, the only evil that walks 
Invisible, except to God alone, 
By his permissive will, through heaven and eaitli : 
And oft, though wisdom wake, suspicion sleeps 
At wisdom's gate, and to simplicity 
Resigns her charge, while goodness thmks no ill 
Where no ill seems ; which now for once beguii'd 
Uriel, though regent of the sun, and held m 

The sharpest sighted spirit of all in heaven : 
Who to the fraudulent imposter foul 
In his uprightness answer thus return'd. 

Fair angel, thy desire which tends to know 
The worts of God, diereby to glorify c» 

The great Work-master, leads to no excess 
That readies blame, but rather merits praise 
The more it seems excess, that led thee hither 
From thy empyresj mansion thus alone, 
To witness with thine eyes what some perhaps too 
Contented with report hear only in heaven : 
For wondetfal indeed are all his works, 
Fleasant to know, and worthiest to be ail 
Had in remembrance always with dehglit : 
But what created mind can comprehend no 

Their number or the wisdom infinite 
That bi-ought tlicm forth,butMd their causes deep ? 
I saw, when at his word the formless mass, 
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This world's material mould, came fo a heap : 
Confusion heard his voice, and wild uproar 710 
Stood rnl'd, stood vast infinitude confin'd ; 
Til] at his second bidding darkness fled, 
Light shone, aod order from disorder sprung. 
Swift to their several quartera hasted then 
The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air. Are, 'is 
And this ethereal quintessence of heaven 
Flew upward, spirited with various forms. 
That roll'd orbicular, and tum'd to stai-s 
Numberless, as thou seest, and bow they move ; 
Each had his place appointed, each his course, no 
The rest in circuit Tfalls this universe. 
Look downward on that globe whose hither side 
"With hgbt from hence, though but reflected, shines ; 
That place is earth the seat of man, that light 
His day, which else as th' other hemisphere ja 
Night would mvade, but there the neighbom-ing 
So call that opposite fair star, her aid [moon, 
Timely interposes, and her monthly round 
Still ending, still renewing, through mid heav'n, 
"With bori-ow'd light her countenance triform iw 
Hence fills and empties to enhghten th' earth, 
And in her pale dominion checks the night. 
That spot to which I point is paradise, 
Adam's abode, those lofty shades his bower : 
Thy way thou canst not miss, me mine requires, t^ 

™ heard] ' Jussa Dei esseijuitur Tcllus. 

A. litimud, P. Sacr. (d, Lauder, i. p. 4, 

"= llile] ' the ' in Fenton's and Bentley'a ed. jVewion, 
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Thus said, he tum'J, and Satan bowing low, 
As to superior spirits is wont in Iicaveo, 
Where honour dne and reveregce none neglects, 
Took leave, and toward the coast of earth beneath, 
Down from th' ecliptic, sped with hop'd success, ™ 
Throws bia steep flight in many an aery wheel, 
Nor stay'd, till on Nipbates' top he lights. 
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BOOK lY. 



Satan now in prospcot of Eden, and nigh the place vihere 
lie most now attempt Iha boid eiiteiprise which he undertook 
alone ngninst God and man, fulls into many doubts with 
himself, and many passions, fear, envy, and despaivi bat at 
lenglh confirms himself in evil, journeys on to paradise, 
whose outward prospect and situntjon is described, overleaps 
the bounds, sits in the shape of a cormorant oa the Tree of 
life, as the highest in the garden fo look about him. The 
garden described; Satan's iirst sight of Adam and Eve; liis 
wonder at their excellent fomi and happy state, but with ro- 
Bolution to worlc their fall ; overheats their discourse, thenoa 
gathers that the Tree of knowledge was forbidden them to 
eat of, nader penalty of death; and thereon intends to found 
Ms temptation, by seduouig Ihem to transgress ; then leaves 
them awhile to know further ot their state by some other 
means. Mean while Uriel descending on a sunbeam warns 
Gabriel, who liad in cliarga the gate of paradise, that some 
evil sphit had escaped the deep, and past at noon by his 
sphere in the shape of a good angel down to paradise, disco- 
vered afterwards by his furious gestures in the mount. Ga- 
briel promises to find him ere morning. Night coming on, 
Adam and Eve discourse of going to their I'est; their bower 
described; their evening worship. Gabriel drawing forth 
his bands of nightwatch to walk the round of paradise, ap- 
points two strong angels to Adam's bower, leat the evil spirit 
should be there doing some hann to Adam or Eve sleephig; 
there they find him at the ear of Ere, tempting her in a 
dream, and bring him, though unwilling, to Gabriel; by 
whom questioned, he scornfully answers, prepares resistance, 
but hindered by a sign from heaven flies oat of paradise. 
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FOR that warning voice, which he who saw 
Th' Apocalypse, heard cry in heavea aloud, 
Then when the Dragon, put to second rout. 
Came furious down to he reveng'd on men. 
Woe to the inhahitants on earth ! that now, ; 

While time was, our first parents had been wam'd 
The coming of their secret foe, and scap'd, 
Haply so scap'd his mortal snare ; for now 
Satan, now first inflam'd with rage, came down, 
The tempter ere th' accuser of mankind, ii 

To wreik on innocent frail man his loss 
Of that first battle, and his flight to hell : 
Yet not rejoicing in his speed, though hold. 
Far off and fearless, nor with cause to hoast. 
Begins his dire attempt, which, nigh the birth u 
Now rolling, boils in his tumultuous breast, 
And like a devilish engine hack recoils 



" devili^l ' Those deviiiaJi foffiass fietle fiercfl.^ 

Stmca'i BaClUs afLr^pm, 1634, 4to. 

' As when that devifisft iron enj^ne, wrought in deepest heJl." 
" recoik] see Hamlet, act iii. scene iv. 

' For 'tia the sport to have the engineer 
Hoist with liis own petar.' 
And Ansooii Epigrnm, iisii. 

' Auotorem ut feriant tela retoi-ta suum.' 
and Beamnont's Fait Maid of the Ina, act ii. 

' Twaa ha 
GavB heat unto the iiynry, which returned 
Like a petard ill lighted, into the IjOBOm 
Of him gaye fira to't.' 
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Upon himself; liorror and iloubt dislract 
His troubled (lioughts, and from the bottom stir 
The hell within him, for within him hell «> 

He brings, and round about him, nor from heil 
One step no more than from himself can fly 
Byeliangeof place :'now conscience wakes despair 
That slumber'd, wates the bitter memory 
Of what he was, what is, and what must be, =6 
Worse; ofworsedeeds worse sufferings must ensue. 
Sometimes towards Eden, which now in his view 
Lay pleasant, his grieVd look he fixes sad ; 
Sometimes towards heaven and the full-blazing sun, 
Which now sat high in his meridian tower : so 
Then, much revolving, thus in sighs began. 

thoTi that, with surpassing glory crown'd, 
Look'st from thy sole dominion like the God 
Of this new world, at whose sight all the stars 
BQde their diminish'd heads, to thee I call, as 

But with no friendly voice, and add thy name 

Sun, to t«ll thee how I hate thy beams. 
That bring to my remembrance from what state 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy sphere ; 

Tin pride and worse ambition threw me down, la 
Warring in heaven against heaven's matchless 

King. 
Ah, wherefore ! he deserv'd no such return 

21 nor/nm lieUl v. Fairfax's Tasso, c. xii. st. 77. 
' Swift from myself I run, myself I fear, 
Tet still my hall witliiii myself I bear,' To^ 
80 totcr] Virg. Culex, ver. 41. 
' Igneus (ettiereas jam eol penetr^rat in arces, likliurdsoa. 
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From me, whom he created what I was 

In that bright eminence, anil with his good 

Upbraided none ; nor was his service Lard. « 

What could be less than to afford him praise, 

The eaaeat recompence, and pay him thanks. 

How due ! yet all liis good prov'd iU in me. 

And wrought but malice ; lifted up so high 

I sdeia'd Bubjeclion, and thought one step higher go 

Would set me highest, and in a moment quit 

The debt immense of endless gratitude, 

So burthensome, still paying, still to owe ; 

Forgetful what from him I still receiv'd, 

And understood not that a grateful mind m 

By owing owes not, but stiU pays, at once 

Indebted and discharg'd ; what burden then ? 

O had his powerful destiny ordain'd 

Me some inferior angel, I had stood 

Then happy ; no unbounded hope had rais'd w 

Ambition ! Yet why not ? some other power 

As great might have aspir'd, and me though mean 

Drawn to his part ; but other powere as great 

Fell not, but stand unshaken, from within 

Or from without, to all temptations arm'd. «i 

Hadst thou the same free will and power to stand ? 

Thou hadst : whom hast thou then or what to accuse, 

M idein'd] Drayton's Hoses birti, B. I. 
'Which though italiindthe pleasdnease to oonfessc' 
anil Fairfas'BTflESOjVer.sx. 129. 'Hesdeignfulcics.' TaSJ. 
W liiapayias] ' StiU paying, ne'er diBUharRea.' 

V. Senhatt,') Tlieq^iila, p. 29. 
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But heaven's free love dealt equally to all ? 

Be tlien his love accurs'd, since love or luvte, 

To me alike, it deak eternal woe : ™ 

Nay cuTs'd be tliou ; since against his thy will 

Chose freely what it now so justly ruea. 

Me miserable 1 which way shall I fly 

Infinite" wrath, and infinite despair ? 

Which way I fly is hell ; myself am heU ; is 

And in the lowest deep a lower deep 

Still threat'ning to devour me opens wide ; 

To which the hell I suffer seems a heaven. 

then at last relent : is there no place 

Left for repentance, none for pardon left? so 

Kone left hut by submission; and that word 

Disdain forbids me, and my dread of shame 

Among the spirits beneath, whom 1 seduc'd 

With other promises and other vaunts 

Than to submit, boasting I could subdue ^ 

Th' Omnipotent. Ay me, they liftle know 

How dearly I abide that boast so vain, 

Under what torments inwai-dly I groan ; 

While they adore me on the throne of hell, 

With diadem and sceptre high advauc'd so 

The lower stiil I fall, only supreme 

In misery; such joy ambition finds. 

But say I could repent, and could obtain 

By act of grace my former state ; how soon 

Would highlh recalhigh thoughts, how soon unsay 

What feign'd submission swore : ease would recant 

Vows made in pain, as violent and void ; '^ 
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For never can true reconcile ment grow 
TVlierewounds of deadly hate have pierc'd so deep; 
Which would but lead me to a worse relapse mo 
And heavier fall : so should I purchase dear 
Short intermission bought with double smart. 
This knows my punisher ; therefore as far 
From granting he, as I from be^ng peace : 
All hope excluded thus, behold in stead ids 

Of us out-cast, esil'd, his new delight, 
Manltind, created, and for him tbis world. 
So farewell hope, and with hope farewell fear, 
Farewell remorse : all good to me is lost ; 
Evil, he thou my good ; by thee at least m 

Divided empire with heaven's King I hold, 
By thee, and more than half perhaps will reign ;' 
As man ere long and this new world shall know. 
Thus while he spake, each passion dimm'd his 

Thrice chang'd with pale, ire, envy, and despair, ns 

Which marr'd his borrow'd visage, and bctray'd 

Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld : 

For heav'niy minds from such distempers foul 

Are ever clear. "Whereof he soon awa^e 

Each pertubatJon smooth'd with outward calm, iso 

Artincer of fraud ; and was the firet 

That practis'd falsehood under saintly shew, 

Deep malice to conceal, couch'd with revenge. 

Yet not enough had practis'd to deceive 

Uriel once wam'd ; whose eye pursu'd him down w 

The way he went, and on th' Assyrian moimt 
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Saw him dlsiigur'd, more than could befall 

Spirit of happy sort : his gestures fierce 

He mark'd and mad demeanour, then alone, 

As he suppos'd, all unobserv'd, unseen. i* 

So on he fares, and to the border comes 

Of Eden, where delicious paradise. 

Now nearer, crowns with her enclosure green, 

As with a rural mound, the champflin head 

Of a steep wilderness, whose hairy sides i* 

With thicket overgrown, grotesque ajid wild, 

Access deny'd ; and over head up grew 

InsOperable highth of loftiest shade, 

Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm, 

A sj'lvan scene, and, as the ranks ascend >« 

Shade above shade, a woody theatre 

Of stateliest view. Tet higher than their fops 

The verdurous wall of paradise up sprung ; 

"Wliich to our general sire gave prospect large 

Info his nether empire neighbouring round, i« 

And higher than that wall a circling row 

Of goodliest trees loaden with fairest fruit. 

Blossoms and fruits at once of golden hue 



11 uwn^ theatre} v. Seneete Troades, t( 



r. 288. and Solini Poljhist c 
iandra, ver. 60(1. 

'deaTpoiiApfij kMtu, 
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Appear*!! with gay eiiaaierd colours mixt ; 
On which the sun more glad impress'd his beams, wo 
Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bow. 
When God liath showr'd the earth ; so lovely aeem'd 
That landscape : and of pure now purer air 
Meets hiB approach, and to the heart inspires 
Yernal delight and joy, able to drive is 

All sadness but despair : now gentle gales 
Fanning their odoriferous wings dispense 
Native perfumes, and whisper whence they stole 
Those balmy spoils. As wken to them who sail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are past i*> 
Mozambic, off at sea north-caat winds blow 
Sabean odours fixim the spicy shore 

151 in] Huma, Bentley, and Warton woiild react 'OJ! fiiii 
evening cloud.' 

■^ Bobean odmin] See Plin. Nut. Hist. lib. xiL e. 42. 19. 
' Magaiqne Alexaudri clussibus Andtimii odare primum nun- 
^tam In altnm.' Compare a paesage in OTingt<ui's VoyHge 
to Sorat, p. 55 (1686). ' We ware pleased with the prospect 
of ttiiB island, because ire had been long stmngers to snch a 
sight ; luid It gratified us nith the Iragnuit smails which were 
wafted from Hia shore, fLvm whence, at three leagues distanca, 
we scented the odonrs of flowers and fresh herbs ; and what 
is very obBervHble, when after a lediona straich at sea, we 
have deemed ourselves to be near laud hy our observation 
and course, out smell in dark and miety weather has outdone 
the aouteness of our sight, aud wa have discovered land by 
the fresh smalls, before we discovered it with our eyes. See 
also Davenport's ' City Kight-cap,' act v. 

That blow off from the coast, and cheer the sailor 
With the sweet savour of their spices, want 
The delight that flows in thee.' 
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Of Arable the blest, witli sach delay [league 

Well pleas'd they slack their course, and many a 
Cheer'd with the grateful smell old Ocean smiles : 
So entertain'd those odorous sweets the fiend 
"Who came (heir bane, though with them better 

pleas'd 
Than Asmodeus with the fishy fume, 
That drove him, though enamour'd, from the spouse 
Of Tobit's son, and with a vengeance sent no 

From Media post to jEgypt, there fast bound. 
Now to th' ascent of that steep savage hill 
SataD liad jouraied on, pensive and slow ; 
But further way found none, so thick entwin'd. 
As one continu'd brake, the undergrowth I's 

Of shrubs and tangling bushes had perplex'd 
All path of man or beast that past that way. 
One gate there only was, and that look'd east 
On th' other side ; which when th' arch-felon saw. 
Due entrance he disdain'dl, and in contempt isn 
At one slight bound high overleap'd all bound 
Of hill or highest wall, and sheer within 
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf, 
Whom hunger drives to seek new haunt for prey. 
Watching where shepherds pen their flocks at eve 
In hurdled cotes amid the field secure, iss 

Leaps o'er the fence with ease into the fold : 
Or as a thief bent to unheard the cash 
Of some ricli burger, whose subslantial doors, 

iss iwlfl ' Keen as the ETOning wolf.' 

Baitace'i Tiei^ila, p. 44. 
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Cross-barr'd and bolted fast, fear no assault, im 

la at the window climbs, or o'er the tiles : 

So clomb this first grand thief into God's fold ; 

So since into his church lewd hirelings climb. 

Thence up he flew, and on the Tree of Life, 

The middle tree and highest there that grew, i» 

Sat like a. cormorant ; yet not true life 

Thereby regain'd, but sat devising death 

To them who liv'd ; nor on the virtue thought 

Of that life-giving plant, hut only us'd 

For prospect, what well us'd had been the pledge 

Of immortahty. So little knows soi 

Any, but God alone, to value right 

The good before him, but perverts best things 

To worst abuse, or to their meanest use. 

Beneath Mm with new wonder now he views , as 

To all delight of human sense expos'd^ 

In narrow room^^nature's whole wealth, yea more, 

A heaven on earth : for blissful paradise 

Of God the garden was, by him in the east 

Of Eden planted ; Eden strefch'd her line sm 

From Auran eastward to the royal tow'ra 

Of great Seleucia, built by Grecian kings. 

Or where the sons of Eden long before 

iw Ooss-Jorr'if] ' Cross-barrM and double lookt.' 

Seytcoo^i Bierarchie, p. 510, folio, {163E). 
ifl Mat Us HBm&m] T. SpBnser'a Jfaiiy Queen, lib. i. o. 

' He n-as lo west a stout and sturdy Hiief, 

Then he by cunning slights in at the window crept.' 



»i..,G00^lf 



Dwelt in Telassar. In this pleasant soil 
His fsLT moiG pleasant garden God ordiun'd ; su 
Out of the fertile ground lie caus'd to grow 
All trees of noble&t kind for sight, smeU, taste ; 
And all amid them stood the Tree of Life, 
High eminent^ blooming ambrosial ftnit 
Of vegetable gold, and nest to Life sao 

Our death the Tree of Knowledge grew fast by, 
Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ill. 
Southward through Eden went a river large, 
Kor chang'd his course, but through the shaggy hill 
Pass'd imdenieath ingulf'd ; for God had tluxiwn 
That mountain as hia garden mould, high rais'd 
Upon the rapid current, which, through veins 
Of porous earth with kindly thirst up drawn, 
Eose a fresh fountain, and with many a nil 
Waler'd the garden ; thence united fell sso 

Down the steep glade, and met the nether flood, 
Which from his darksome passage now appears ; 
Aiid now divided into four main streams 
Runs diverse, wand'ring many a famous realm 
And country, whereof here needs no account ; s^ 
But rather to tell how, if art could tell, 
How from that saphire fount the crisped brooks, 
Rolling on orient pearl and sands of gold, 

sa; criiped inmh] 

' Tremnloqne alarnm remige criipat 
Flnctusque fluvioaqne maris.' 

A. Jiamna Poem, Sacr. ed. Lauder, 1. p. 3. 
S»S oncit fKarl\ Sec Sir i). I.imJstty, ed. Chalmers, ii. W. 
'Lyke orient perils.' 
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With mazy error under pendant shades 
Ean nectar, visiting each phuit, and fed aw 

Flow'ra worthy of paradise, which not nice art 
In beds and curious knots, hut nature boon 
Pour'd forth profuse on hill, and dale, and plain. 
Both where the morning sun first warmly smote 
The open iield, and where the unpierc'd shade aw 
Imbrown'd the noontide bowers. Thus was this 
A happy rural seat of ■various view t [place 

Groves whose rich trees wept odorous gums and 

Others whose fruit burnish'd with golden rind 
Hung amiable, Hesperian fables true, ko 

If true, here only, and of delicious taste. 
Bet\Yixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks 
Gracing !he tender herb, were interpos'd; 
Or palmy hillock, or the flow'ry lap 
Of some irriguous valley spread her afore- sss 
Flow'rs of all hue, and without thorn the rose. 

And Shakespeare's Antony and Cleopalra, i. B. ' He kissed 
the last of many doubled kisses, this orient pearl,' 

Orient peart vta esteemed the niDaC Talnable. See Don 
Quixote (Shelton's TransL ™L iv. p. et.) ' She wept not 
tears, but seed pearl, or morning dew : and he thought higher, 
tiiat they were Uke meniai pearls.' 

s«jBioie] Val. Flaec. I. MB. 'Percnssaque sole Ecula.' 
OrL Fur. o. viii. st. xx. 'Percofe 11 sol ardente il vicin coUe.' 
And Psalm (Old Transl.) cssL 6. ' The ssai shaJl not miU 
thee by day.' Todd. 

2W/aW«] Apples. BevU. MS. 

SES irrigmtml Hot. Sat, ii. 4. 16, 'lirijiio nihil est 
elutins horto,' Biime. 
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Another side, umbrageous grots and caves 
Of cool recess, o'er which the mantling vine 
Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps 
Luxuriant : mean while murmuring waters fall sm 
Down the slope hilla, dispers'd, or in a lake, 
That to the fringed bank with myrtle crown'd 
Her crystal mirror holds, unite their streams. 
The birds their quire apply ; airs, vernal airs, 
Breathing the smell of field and grove, attune s« 
The trembling leaves, while universal Pan, 
Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance. 
Led on til' eternal spring. Not that feir field 
Of £nna, where Proserpine gathering flowers, 
Herself a fairer flower, by glooniy Dis 210 

"Was gather'd, which cost Ceres all that pain 
To seek her through the world ; nor that sweet grove 
Of Daphne by Oroiites and th' inspir'd 
Castaiian spring might with this paradise 
Of Eden strive ; nor that Nyseian isle m 

"1^ fringed] See Carew's Poems, p. 204. 
' Silver floods, 

From your chnimols fi-iwi/'dviitb flowers.' 
And p. 119. 

' With Tarions trees we friage the waters' brink.' 
SM tq^y] Speua. F. Q. iii. 1. 40. 

' Sweet Ijirds thereto appUde 
Their dainty layes' &G. Bade. 
^Frmerpine] With the same accent in F. Queen, 1. li, 
2. 'And Bad ProB^rpine'a wratli.' Kavtim. 

2'3 Zlopine] Sea Wenisdorf. Poet. Jlinor. toL Tii, p. 1105. 
V. Capitoliiii vitam M. Antoniiii Philos. c. viii. p. M, cd. 
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Girt with (he river TAon, where old Cham, 

Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Ljbian Jove, 

Hid Amalthea and her florid son 

Young Bacchus from his stcpdame Rhea's eye : 

Nor where Abassin kings their issue guard, ow 

Mount Amara, though this by some suppos'd 

Trae paradise, under the Ethiop line 

By Nilus head, enelos'd with, shining rock, 

A whole day's journey high, but wide remote 

From this Assyrian garden, where the fiend see 

Saw imdelighted all delight, all kind 

Of living creatures new to sight and strange. 

Two of far nobler shape erect and tali. 
Godlike erect, with native honour clad 
In naked majesty, seem'd lords of all, sso 

And worthy seem'd : for in their looks divine 
The image of their glorious Maker shone, 
Truth, wisdom, sanctitude severe and p«Te, 
Severe, but in true filial freedom plac'dj 
Whence true authority in men : though both ssb 
Not equal, aa (heir sex not equal, seem'd ; 
For contemplation he and valour form'd. 
For softness she and sweet attractive grace ; 
He for God only, she for God in lum, 

=91 Amara] Sea Bancroft's Epigrams (1639), ito. p. 35 
{200). 'Of tha Ethiopian monntain Amara,' and Stradling's 
Divine Poema (1625), p. ar. 

' Tlie famous lull Amarn, to this clime 
la but a mtiddie moore of dirt and slime' 
awffe] See St. Paul, 1. Corinlh. xi. 7. 'Ha is the image 
and glory of God ; but the womnn is the glory of the man. 
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His fair large front and eye nublime declar'd aw 
Absolute rule ; and hyacinthin locks 
Round from his parted forelock man!y hung 
Clust'ring, but not beneath his shoulders broad : 
She as a veO down to the slender waist 
Her unadorned golden tressea wore sre 

Disshevel'd, but in wanton ringlets wav'd 
As the vine curls her tendrils, which implied 
Subjection, but requir'd with gentle sway, 
And by her yielded, by him best receiv'd, 
Yielded with coy submission, modest pride, sio 

For Iha man is not of Uie womiui, bntthe woman of the man. 
Neither iviia the man created for the woman, but the -woman 
for the man.' This passage seems to justify the oia reading, 
'God in him,' and rejects Bentleyand Fearce's alteration, 
' God and him-' 

ail kyacinihm] See Dionysii Geogesph. Ter. 1112. Theo- 

orili IdylL xviii. 2. Longi Pastor, lib. iy. c. 13, and the note 

in Dyoe's ed. of Collins, ' Uke venml iyadnOa of snUen hne,' 

p. 180. To which add Honni Dionysiaca, xvi. ver. SI. 

'Aflp^oflf I? 'YmdvSov i6or Kvai^xpO" X"^''^"- 

w OS B veU] Caraw's Poem's, p. 143. 

' Whose 5oft hair, 

Fann'd with, the breath of gentle air, 
O'erspreads her shoulders like a lent, 
And is her veil and ornament.' 
Spenser's F. Queen, iv. 118. 

' Which doft, her golden loots that were unbound 
Slill in a knot unto her heeles down traced, 
And like a si&ea ceil in compasse round 
Abont her baeke, and all her bodie wound.' 
«" As the n«e] See Merrick's Tryphiodorus, tot. 108. 
'His flowing train depends with artful twine, 
Like the long tendrils of the ourling vine.' 
VOL. I. 19 
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And sweet reluctant amorous delay. 
Nor those mysterious parts were then concesJ'd ; 
Then was not guilty shame; dishonest shame 
Of nature's works, honour dishonourable, 
Sin-bred, how have ye troubled all mankind sis 
With shews instead, mere shews of seeming pure, 
And banish'd from man's life his happiest life. 
Simplicity and spotless innocence ! 
So pass'd they naked on, nor shunn'd the sight 
Of God or angel, for they thought no Ul ; ^ 

So hand in hand they pass'd, the loveliest pair 
That ever since in love's embraces met, 
Adam the goodliest man of men since bom 
His sons, the fairest of her daughters Eve. 
"Under a tnft of shade, that on a green ^ 

Stood whisp'ring soft, by a fresh fomitain side 
They sat them down ; and after no more toil 
Of their sweet gard'ning labour than suiHc'd 
To recommend cool Zephyr, and made ease 
More easy, wholesome thirst and appetite s*) 

More grateful, le their supper fruits they fell. 
Nectarine fruits, which the compliant boughs 

WE ye] ShonM wenotrcfid'j-ou?' For wliat Is he speak- 
iog b) bcsidoB SfaHiM? Jfiwbm. 

S2S goodUest] On tliia idiom, borrowed from the Greel:, re- 
fer to Vigenis de IdiotiBiois, p. 68, and Thuoyd. lib. i. c. 60. 
Navnaxla yip uimj "EMsjot irpdr 'EMjjrof veuv TrS^te /ie- 
■ylmy 6^ tEiv irpS kavr^ yEyivrtrau t. Hecman ad Enripid. 
Mei. cd. Elmsley, p. 6T. 

SK compliant l(nighii\ Compare the Sarcotia of Maseniua, 
lib. i. p. 94, ed. Barbou; 
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Yielded them, side-long as thej sat recline 
On the soft downy bank damast'd with flowers. 
The savoury pulp they ehew, and ia the rind, ass 
Slill as they thirsted, scoop the hrimming stream ; 
Nor gentle purpose nor endearing smiles 
"Wanted, nor yonthftil dalliance, as heseeras 
Fair couple, link'd ia happy nuptial league 
Alone as they. About them frisking play'd mo 
All beasts of th' earth, since wild, and of all chase 
In wood or wilderness, forest or den ; 
Sporting the lion ramp'd, and in his paw 
Dandled the kid; bears, tigers, ounces, pards, 
Gambol'd before them ; th' iinwieldly elephant ws 
Tomakethem mirth ua'd ah liismight, and wreath'd 
His lithe proboscis; eloae the serpent sly 
Insinuating wove with Gordian twine 
His braided train, and of his fatal guile 
Gave proof unheeded ; others on the gi-ass 3» 
Couch'd, and now fill'd with pasture gazing sat, 
Or bedward ruminating : for the sun 
Dcdin'd was hasting now with prone career 
To th' ocean isles, and in th' ascending scale 
Of heav'n the stars that usher evening rose : ^ss 

FrucHbus infleitos, faicnndo palmite, ramoa 
Cai-cat ad dae^um, priebetque alimenla petentl.' 
»a» damaak-d] P, Flefcher. P. lal. c. sii. I. 

' Upon the flowrie basl^ 
Where vanoai Jiowers damaake Ihe fragrant seat.' Kdrf. 
eoT gentle] Spans. F. Qu. iii, 9. 14. ' He gan mako jairfe 
pnrposa to his danie.' Tftjer, 
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When Satan still in gaze, aa first he stood, 
Scarce thus at length fail'd. speech recover'd sad. 
hell ! what do mine eyes with grief hehold, 
Into our room of bliss thus high aiivanc'd 
Creatures of other mould, earth-born perhaps, seo 
Not spirits, yet to heavenly spirila bright 
Little inferior; whom my thoughts pursue 
With wonder, and could love, so lively shines 
In them divine resemblance, and such grace 
The hand that form'd them on tlieir shape hath 
ponr'd 1 3«5 

Ah gentle pair, ye little think how nigh 
Your change approaches, when all these delights 
Will vanish and deliver ye io woe. 
More woe, the more your tasfe is now of joy : 
Happy, but for so happy ill secur'd s^ 

Long to continue ; and this high seat your heaven 
Til fenc'd for heaven to keep out such a foe 
As now is enter'd : yet no purpos'd foe 
To you, whom I could pity thus forlorn. 
Though I unpitied. League with you I seek, 373 
And mutual amity, so strait, so close, 
Tliat I with you must dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth : my dwelling haply may not plcHse, 

M3 hdli Compare tha speecli of Antithcus, in the Sar- 
cotis, at the sight of the happiness of Sarcotliaa, lib. i. p. 94. 
' Viderat Antitheos niveam par gramina nympham 
Errarjtem, et lacilis captaDtem gaudia ruris, 
Pnacentemque animum jucnnaaj mmiere vitiB. 
Vidit, et indolnit tantonim iiereile boHonira,' &c. 



»i..,Goo^lf 



BOOK IV. 129 

Like this fair paradise, your sense ; yet sucli 

Accept your Maker's work ; lio gave it me, 3» 

Which I as freely give : hell shall unfold 

To entertain you two, her widest gates. 

And send forth all her kings : there will be room, 

Not like fi.eBe narrow limits, to receive 

Tour numerous offspring; if no better place, ses 

Thank him who puts me loath to this revenge 

On you, who wrong me not) for him who wrong'd. 

And should I at your harmless innocence 

Melt, as I do, yet public reason just, 

Honour and empire with revenge enlarg'd, m 

By conquering this new world, compels me now 

To do, what else, though damn'd, I should abhor. 

So spake the fiend, and with necessity. 
The tyrant's plea, excus'd his devilish deeds. 
Then from his lofty stand on that high tree 3» 
Down he alights among the sportful herd 
Of those fourfooted kinds, himself now one. 
Now other, as their shape serv'd best his end 
Nearer to view his prey, and unespy'd sss 

To mark what of their slate ho more might leam 
By word or action mark'd : about them round 
A lion now he staJka with fiery glare, 
Then as a tiger, who by chance hath spy'd 
In some purlieu two gentle fawns at play. 
Straight couches close, then rising changes oft <"s 
His couchant watch, as one who chose hi^ ground, 
Whence rushing he might surest seize them both 
Grip'd in each paw : when Adam first of men, 
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To first of women Eve thus moving speech, 
Tum'd him all ear to hear new utterfmce flow. 
Sole partner and sole part of all tliese joys, 
Dearer thy self than all, needs must the Power 
That made us, and for us this ample world, 
Be infinitely good, and of his good 
As liBeml and free as infinite, <« 

That rais'd us from the dust and plac'd us here 
In all this happiness, who at his hand 
Have nothing merited, nor can perform 
Aught whereof he hath need, lie who requires 
From us no other service than to keep iso 

This one, this easy charge, of all the trees 
In paradise that bear delicious fruit 
So various, not to taste that only Tree 
Of Knowledge, planted by the Tree of Life ; 
So near grows death to life ; whate'er death is, 
Some dreadiiil thing no doubt ; for well thouknow'st 
Gild hath pronounc'd it death to taste that tree. 
The only sign of our obedience left 
Among so many signs of power and rule 
Conferr'd upon us, and dominion giv'n ix 

Over all other creatures that possess 
Earth, air, and sea. Then let us not think hard 
One easy prohibition, who enjoy 
Free leave so large to all things else, and choice 
Unlimited of manifold delights : iss 

But let us ever pr^se him and esiol 
His bounty, following our delightful task [ers ; 
To prune these growing plants, and tend these flow- 
"Which were it toilsome, yet with thee were sweet. 
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To whom thus Eve reply'd. thou, for whom 
And from whom I was fonn'd flesh of thy flesh, 
And without whom am to no end, my guide 
And head, what thou hast said is just and right ; 
For we to him indeed all praises owe, 
And daily thanks ; I chiefly, who enjoy «5 

80 far the happier lot^ enjoying thee 
Preeminent hy so much odds, while thou 
Like consort to thyself canst no where find. 
Tliat day I oft remember, when from sleep 
I first awab'd, and found my seF repos'd fw 

Under a shade on flow'rs, much wond'ring where 
And what I was, whence thither brought, and how. 
Not distant far from thence a murmuring sound 
Of waters issu'd from a cave, and spread 
Into a liquid plain, then stood unmov'd, im 

Pure as th' expanse of heaven ; I thither went 
With unexperienc'd thought, and laid me down 
On the green bank, to look into the clear 
Smooth lake, that to me seem'd another sky. 
As I bent down to' look, just opposite 4so 

A shape within the wat'ry gleam appear'd 
Bending to look on me : I started hack, 

461 on] The second ed. reads 'of flowers,' but Tickall, 
FeiitoQ, Bentley, and Newton, read and after the first edition. 

*69 lake] Compare Ov. Met. iii. 46T. Nenlm. 

"1 A shape} Compare the Sarootis of Masania^, lib. iii. p. 
ISO, ed. Barbou, describing Saroothca: 

' stetit obvia fonti 

Virgo, ncvBBque freto miratur crescere siivas. 

Ipsa etiam propriie apflctana ab imagine fornix 

Luditur, et nivetim venerator in ore decorem, etc' 
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It started back ; but pleas'd I soon retura'd, 
Pleas'd it retum'd as soon with answering looks 
Of sympathy and love : tliere 1 had flx'd m 

Jline eyes till now, and pin'd with vain desire, 
Had not a voice thus wacn'd me, "Wlat thou seest, 
What there thou seest, fair creature, is thyself; 
With thee it came and goes : but follow me, 
And I will bring thee where no shadow slays vo 
Thy coming, and thy soft embraces ; lie 
Wiose image thou art, him thou shalt enjoy 
Inseparably thine, to him shalt hear 
Multitudes like thyself, and tience be call'd 
Mother of human race. What could I do, *7s 
But follow straight, invisibly thus led? 
Till I eapy'd thee, fair indeed and tall. 
Under a plafaae ; yet, methought, less fair, 
I-ess winning soft, less amiably mild, 4ts 

Than that smooth ivat'ry image ; back I tum'd, 
Thou following cry'dst aloud. Return, fair Eve, 
Whom fly'st thou ? whom thou fly 'st, of him thou art, 
His flesh, his bone ; to give thee being I lent 
Out of my side to thee, nearest my heart, 
SubsfanlJai life, to have thee by my side iss 

Henceforth an individual ^Tace dear ; 
Part of my soul, I seek thee, and thee claim, 
My other half. With that thy gentle hand 
Seiz'd mine ; I yielded, and from that time see 

<™ Under aplulane] See Grotii Adamus EksuI, p. 3(i. 
Adamus, plntani SKppositus comie.' 
Tickell and Fenton rend a ' phuiliLn.' 
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How beauty is excell'd by manly grace ™ 

And wisdom, which alone ia truly fair. 

So spake our general mother, and, with eyes 
Of CDnjugal attraction unreproy'd 
And meek surrender, half embracing lean'd 
On our firet father; half her swelling breast tas 
Naked met his under the flowing gold 
Of- her loose tresses hid: he, in delight 
Both of her beauty and aubmlssive chajms, 
Smil'd with superior love, as Jupiter 
On Juno smiles, when he impi^jras tlie clouds sm 
That shed May flowers, and press'd her matron lip 
With kisses pure : aside the devil tum'd 
For envy, yet with jealous leer malign 
Ey'd them askance, and to himself thus plSin'd. 

Sight hateful, sight tormenting ! thus these two 
Imparadis'd in one another's arms, sas 

The happier Eden, shall enjoy their fill 
Of bliss on bliss, while I to lieil am thrusi. 
Where neither joy nor love, but fierce deske, 
Among our other torments not the least, sio 

Sfill imfulflU'd with pain of longing pines. 

s™ impregm] See Dante Tl Pargat. o. sxir. 
' L'anra di Msfrgio muovesl, et olezza 
Tutta impregnata dall' erbn, e da' fiori.' 
Ml miaron] Meatiog. BenO. MS. 
^"^ Sy'dtkeat atkaace] See Dante Inferno, c. vi. 

' Gli dirita ooohi torse altera in b!eohi,' 
»8 Where] Bentley would rend, ' TrVhere's ■ for ' Wliere if,' 
but Pcnrce ebserves Ihat Milton oflea leaves out 'i--,' as 
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Yet let me not forget what I have gain'd 

From their own mouths : all is not theirs it seems ; 

One fatal tree thei-e stands of Knowledge call'd 

Forbidden them, to taste ; knowledge forhidden: 

Suspicious, reasonless. "Why should their Lord 

Envy them that ? can it be sin to know ? 

Can it be death ? and do they only stand 

By ignorance ? is that their happy state, 

The proof of their obedieoce and their faith ? sw 

fair foundation laid, whereon to build 

Their ruin ! hence I wiU excite their minds 

With more desire to know, and to reject 

Envious commands, invented with design 

To keep them low, whom knowledge might exalt 

Equal with gods ; aspiring to be such, 

They taste and die : what likelier can ensue ? 

But first with narrow search I must walk round 

This garden, and no corner leave unspy'd; 

A chance but chance may lead where I may meet sx 

Some wandering spirit of heaven, hy fountain side, 

Or in thick shade retir'd from him to draw 

What further would be leam'd. Live while ye may, 

Yet happy p^r ; enjoy, till I return. 

Short pleasnrea, for long woes arc to succeed, sb 

So saying, his proud step he scornful tum'd, 
But with sly circumspection, and hegan 
Through wood, through waste, o'er hill, o'er dale, 
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Mean while in utmost longitude, wliere Leaven 

With earth and ocean meets, the setting sun em 

Slowly descended, and with right aspect 

Against lie eastern gate of paradise 

Level'd his ev'ning rays ; it was a rock 

Of alablaster, pil'd np to the clouds, 

Conspicuous far, winding with one ascent «a 

Accessible from earth, one entrance high ; 

The rest was craggy cliff, that overhung 

Still as it rose, impossible to climb. 

Betwixt these rocky pillars Gabriel sat. 

Chief of the angelic guards, aw^ting night ; eso 

About him exerois'd heroic games 

Th' unarmed youth of heaven ; but nigh at hand 

Celestial armoury, shields, helms, and spears, 

Hung high with diamond tlaming and with gold. 

Thither came Uriel, gliding through the even ms 

On a sunbeam, swift as a shooting star 

In autumn thwarts the night, when vapours fir'd 

Impress the air, and show tho mariner 

From what point of his compass to beware 

Impetuous winds : he thus began in haste. m 

54S eostemj ' Tbe sun eetUng shined on the easl«m gate ; 
'IJa well iC was higher than nil the rest of faradise.' 

Senll M8. 
W* alaHaiter] Tbaa spelt in both Milton's own editions. 
»w anik £ammd] See Prose Works, 1. 2S2. {Apol for 
Smectjmnus.) 'Their leol, whose snlistauee is etbereal, 
anniug in complete diamond.' 
W8 us a slimliag] See Dante II Paradiso, o. xt. 16. 
' E pare stella, ohe tranrati loco.' 
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Gabriel, to thoe fJij- course by lot hath given 
Charge and strict watch, that to this happy place 
No evil thing approach or enter in : 
This day at Mghth of noon came to my sphere 
A spirit, zealous, as he seem'd, to know m 

More of the Almighty's works, and chiefly man 
Giod's latest image : I describ'd his way 
Bent all on speed, and mark'd his aery gait : 
But in the mount that lies from Eden north. 
Where he first lighted, soon discem'd his looks iro 
Ahen from heaven, with passions foul obscur'd : 
Mine eye pnrsu'd him still, but under shade 
Lost sight of him; one of the banish'd crew, 
I fear, hath veatur'd from the deep to raise 
New troubles ; him thy care must be to find, sts 

To whom the winged warrior thus retura'd: 
Uriel, no wonder if thy perfect sight, 
Amid the sun's bright circle where thou sitt'st. 
See far and wide : in at this gate none pass 
The vigilance here plac'd, but such as come sai 
Well known from heaven ; and since meridian hour 
No creature thence. If spirit of other sort, 

881 to ftej It has been proposed to read these lines fvitli the 
insertion of a pBrenlhesia: 

' Gabriel (to thee thy oovirse by lot hath given 
ChMge and strict watch, that to this happy pliice 
No evil thing appronch or enter in) 
Tliie day at highth of noon,' &o. 
M' deecrit'd] Soma read ' descry'd.' NeMm. 
l™ fnsji^ed] See Marino's SI. of the Innocents, p. 33. 
ITransl.) 

'Shining troops a! mnj/^d armies ride." 
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So minded, liave o'crleap'J these earthy boimds 
On purpose, hai-d thou know'st it to exclude 
Spiritual substance with corporeal bar. ess 

But if within the circuit of these walks 
In whatsoever shape he lurk, of whom 
Thou tell'st, by morrow dawning I shall know. 

So proiuis'd he, and Uriel to his cliarge 
Retum'd on that bright beam, whose point now rais'd 
Bore him slope downward to the sun, now fall'n 
Beneath tli' Azores ; whether the prime orb, asa 
Incredible how swift, had thither roll'd 
DiumaJ, or this less volubil earth, 
By shorter flight to th' east^ had left him there, sss 
Arraying with reflected purple and gold 
The clouds that on his western throne attend. 
Now came stil! evening on, and twilight gray 
Had in her sober hvery all things clad ; 
Silence accompany'd ; for beast and bird, m 

They to their grassy couch, these to their nests, 
Were slunk, all but the wakeful nightingale ; 
She all night long her amorous descant sung ; 
Silence was pleas'd : How glow'd the flrmament 

™2 icSetf^] ' whither.' Milton's own efl. 

^"^viMiH 'Toliibil,' vrith. Ihe second syllable Jong, as in 
the LaOn voMbilis ; mhen it is short, Milton writes it ' mluble.' 

^ Bnery} Fletch. P. lal. vi. at. B4. 
' The world late clolked in mshPi ilack Stery.' Todd, 

•<* Silatce] See this personiiicatiOD in Beaumont's Psyclie, 
c. vi. St. 1T4. 'Silence for porter stood.' c. iis. st. 160. 
' Whilst Silenea aato upon his lips.' 

^alliul]Si}tn]L Owls. Bubones, Benll MS. 
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"With living sapLirs ; Hesperas that led «s 

The starry host rode brightest, till the moon, 
Rising in clouded majesty, at length 
Apparent queen unvail'd her peerless lighl. 
And o'er the dark her silver mantle threw. 

When Adam thus to Eve ; Fair consort, th' hour 
Of night and all things now retir'd to rest «i 

Mind us of like repose, since God hath set 
Labour and rest, as day and night, to men 
Successive, and the timely dew of sleep 
Now falling with soft slumbrous weight inclines 
Our eyelids : other creatures all day long 
Rove idle, unemploy'd, and less need rest ; 
Man hath his daily work of body or mind 
Appointed, which declares his dignity, 
And the regard of heaven on aU his ways ; oaj 
While other animals iinactive range, 
And of their doings God takes no account. 
To-morrow ere fresh morning streak the east 
With first approach of light we must be ris'n, 
And at our pleasant labour, to reform ess 

Ton flowery arbours, yonder alleys green, 
Our walk at noon, with branches overgrown, 
That mock our scant manuring, and require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth : 
Those blossoms also and those dropping gums, oso 
That He bestrewn unsightly and unsmooth, 

Ki jjoffi] In the first ed. ' walks.' Neidon. 
maimi-in^J This is to be nnaerstood cs in the French 
working with hnuda. Skhardsoa. 
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Ask riddance, if we mean to tread with ease : 
Mean while, as nature wills, night bids us rest. 

To whom thus Eve with perfect beauty adom'd. 
M7 author and disposer, what'thou bidd'st ea 
Unargu'd I obey, so God ordains ; 
God is thy law, thou mine ; to know no more 
Is woman's happiest knowledge and her praise. 
With thee conversing I forget all time, 
All seasons and their change, all please alike : «« 
Sweet is the breath of morn, her rising sweet. 
With charm of earliest birds ; pleasant the sun, 
Wlien first on this delightful land he spreads 
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flower, 
Glist'ring ivith dew ; fragrant the fertile eaili on 
After soft showers ; and sweet the coming on 
Of grateful ev'ning mild ; then silent night 
With tliis her solemn bird and this feir moon. 
And these the gems of heaven, her starry train ; 
But neither breath of mom whea she ascends «5o 
With charm of earhest birds, nor rising sun 
On this delightful land, nor herb, fruit, flower, 
Ghst'ring with dew, nor fragrance after showers, 
Nor grateful evening mild, nor silent night 
With this her solemn bird, nor walk by moon, oss 
Or glittering starlight, without thee is sweet. 
But wherefore all night long shine these ? for 

whom 
This glorious sight, when sleep hath shut all eyes ? 

To whom our general ancestor reply'd. 
Daughter of God and man, accompUsh'd Eve, "so 
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Those have their course to finish, round the earlh, 
By morrow ev'ning, and from land to land 
In order, though to nations yet unborn, 
Minist'ring light prepar'd, they set and rise ; 
Lest total darkness should by night regain ws 
Her old possession, and extinguish life 
In nature and all things, which these soft fires 
Not only enlighten, but with kindly heat 
Of various influence foment and warm, 
Temper or nourish or in part shed down «» 

Their stellar virtue on all kinds that grow 
On earth, made hereby apter to receive 
Perfection from the sun's more potent ray. 
These then, though unbeheld in deep of night, wi 
Shine not in vain; nor think, thou^ men were none, 
That heaven would want spectators, God want 

praise: 
Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unseen, both when we wake, and when we sleep. 
All these with ceaseless prmse his works behold 
Both day and night : how often from the steep eso 
Of echoing hill or thicket have we heard 
Celestial voices to the midnight air. 
Sole, or responsive each to other's note. 
Singing their great Creator ? oft in bands 

Ml Thme] "These" is Tanson'a and Kewton's alteration. 
MiltoE's raading ia ' Those.' 

*T lealk tie earSi] The anme expression occurs In P. L. 
Tii. 477. ' Creep the gronnd.' Cicero de Finibus, ii. c. 34. 
' Maiia ambulavisset.' See Wakof. Lucret. ii. v. 206. 
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While they keep watch, or nightly i-ounding walk, 
With heavenly touch of instrumental sounds ess 
In full harmonic number join'd, their songs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heaven. 

Thus talking hand in hand alone they pass'd 
On to their blissful hower ; it was a place eso 

Chosen by the sov'reign Planter, when he fram'd 
All things lo man's delightful use ; the roof 
Of thickest covert was inwoven shade, 
Laurel and myrtle, and what higher grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf; on either side sb 

Acanthus and each odorous bushy shrub 
Fenc'd up the verdant wall, each beauteous flow'r, 
Ins all hues, roses, and jessamin 
E«ar'd high their flourish'd heads between, and 

wrought 
Mosaic; under foot the violet, 700 

Crocus, and hyacinth with rich inlay 
Broider'd the gi-ound, more colour'd tiian with stone 
Of costliest emblem : other creature here, 
Beast, bird, insect, or worm, durst enter none ; 
Such was their awe of man. In sliadicr bower tiu 
More sacred and sequester'd, though but feign'd. 
Pan or Sylvanus never slept ; nor nymph. 



068 i)irii&] Sil. Ital. vii. 154. 

' Cmn bnooina noclem 
Dk-idereV SliJiar^m. 

"s emi&m] Inliiy. 'Arte pavimenti, atqne enAkmati ti 
mculalo.' Benlkt/. 
'•"^ diadier] sUadie, 2iid ed. 
VOL. I. 20 
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Nor Faunu3 haunted. Here in close recesa 
With flowers, garlands, and sweet-smelling herbs, 
Espoused Eve deck'd first her nuptial bed, "» 
jind heavenly choirs the Hjmeniean sung, 
What day the genial angel to our sire 
Brought her in nated beauty more adom'd, 
More lovely than Pandora, whom the gods 
Endow'd with all their gifts, and too like 7is 
In sad event, when to the unwiser son 
Of Japhet brought by Hermes she ensnar'd 
Slankind with her fwr looks, to be aveng'd 
On him who had stole Jove's authentic fire. 

Thus at their shady lodge arriv'd, both stood, 
Both tum'd, and uuder open sky ador'd 
The God that made both sky, air, earth, and heaven 
Which they beheld, the moon's resplendent globe, 
And starry pole. Thou also mad'st the night, 
Maker Omnipotent, and thou the day, ^^ 

Which we m our appointed work employ'd 
Have finish'd, happy in our mutual help 
And mutual love, the crown of all our bliss 
OrdaJn'd by thee, and this delicious place 
For us too large, where thy abundance wants 7M 
Partakers, and uncrop'd falls to the ground. 
But thou hast promis'd from us two a race 
To fill the earth, who shall with us extol 

' Or Mm who stole from Jove narlhecal lire.' Benll. MS. 
wa moon] Vii^. Mn- vi- 72S. ' Lucentemque eloljum luiiw.' 
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Tliy goodness infinite, both when we wake, 
And when we seek, as now, thy gift of sleep. ■^ 

This said unanimous, and other rites 
Observing none, but adoration pure 
Which God likes best, info their inmost bower 
Hsmded they went ; and, eas'd the putting off 
Tliese troublesome disguises which we wear, ™ 
Straight side by side were laid ; nor turn'd, I ween, 
Adam from his fair spouse ; nor Eve the rites 
Mysterious of connubial love refus'd ; 
Whatever hypocrites austerely talk 
Of purity, and plaee^ and innocence, 7« 

Defaming as impure what God declares 
Pure, and commands to some, leaves free to all, 
Our Maker bids increase; who bids abstain 
J3ut our destroyer, foe to God and man ? 
Hait wedded love, mysterious law, true source '» 
Of human offspring, sole propriety 
In paradise of all things common else ! 
By thee adulterous lust was driv'n from men 
Among the bestial herds to range ; by thee 



™ SMI utedded loee] Mr. Dyce oorapsres Middleton ; 
' ReTCrend and hononnible matrimony. 
Mother of lawful! sweeles, unshamadmMnings, 
Dangerlesse pleasures; thoa that mak'st the bed 
Both pleasant, and le^timately fruitful ; witlioiit thco, 
All the whole world Were soyled bastardy; 
Thou art tbe ouely and the greatest forme, 
That pul'st a difference between our desires 
And the disordered nppclilcs of beasles.' 

Tbe Pheaix, IfiOT. Sig. D. 4. 
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Founded in reason, loyal, just, and pare, -^ 

K«lations dear, and all the charities 
Of father, son, and brother, first were known.- 
Far be it, that I should write thee sin or blame. 
Or think thee unbefitting holiest place, 
Perpetual fonntain of domestic sweets, "o 

Whose bed is undefil'd and chaste pronounc'd, 
Present, or past, as saints and patriarchs us'd. 
Here Love his golden shafts employs, here lighis 
His constant lamp, and waves his purple wings, 
Eeigns here and revels ; not in the bought smile 'ss 
Of hsirlots, loveless, joyless, unendear'd, 
Casual fruition ; nor in comi; amours, 
Mix'd dance, or wanton mask, or midnight ball. 
Or serenato, which the starv'd lover sings 
To his proud fair, best quitted with disdain. i™ 
These, luU'd by nightingales, embracmg slept, 
And on their naked limbs the flow'iy roof 
Sliower'd roses, which Ihe mom repair'd. Sleep on, 
Blest pair, and O ! yet happiest if ye seek 
No happier state, and know to know no more, fs 

Now had night measur'd with her shadowy cone 
Half way up hill this vast sublunar vault, 
And from their ivory port the cherubim 
Forth issuing at th' accuatom.'d hour stood ai'm'd 
To their night watches in warlike parade, w« 

When Gabriel to his next in power thus spake. 

Uzziel, half these draw off, and coast the south 
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"With strictest watcli ; these other wheel the north; 
Our circuit meets full west. As tiame they part, 
Half wheeling to the shield, half to the spear, tbs 
From these two strong and subtle spirits he cali'd 
That near him stood, and gave them thus in charge. 

Ithuriel and Zephon, with winged speed 
Search through this garden, leave unsearch'd no 

But chiefly where those two fair creatures lodge, ™ 
Now laid perhaps asleep secure of harm. 
This evening from the sun's decline arriv'd, 
"Who tells of some infernal spirit seen 
Hitherward bent, who could havethought ? escap'd 
The bars of hell, on errand bad no doubt ; tss 

Such where ye find, seize fast, and hither bring. 

So saying, on he led his radiant flics, 
Dazzling the moon; these to the hower direct 
In search of whom they sought: hira there they 

Squat like a toad, close at the ear of Eve ; oo 

Assaying by his devilish art to reach 

The organs of her fancy, and with them forge 

Elusions as he list, phantasms, and dreams ; 

Or i^ inspiring venom, he might taint 

Th' animal spirits that from pure blood arise as 

Like gentle breaths from rivers pure, thence raise 

■63 Hiieldl ' Decliniire ad hastam, veL ad sontum.' Llcy. 
Sume. 
eta m-jtmsj v. Mer. W. of. Wind. A. T. S. v. 

' Raise up the organs of her fantaaj.' Jbdd. 
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At least distemper'd, discontented thoughts, 
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate desires 
Blown up with high conceits ingend'ring pride. 
Him thus intent Ithuriel with his spear 310 

Touch'd hghtly ; for no falsehood can endure 
Touch of celestial temper, but returns 
Of force to its own likeness : up he stains 
Discover'd and surpris'd. As when a spark 
Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid sis 

Fit for the tun, some magazine to store 
Ag^nst a rumor'd war, the smutty grain 
With sudden blaze diffus'd inflames the air : 
So started up in his own shape the fiend. 
Back stepp'd those two fair angels, half amaz'd B:t> 
So sudden to behold the grisly king ; 
Yet thus, unmov'd with fear, accost him soon. 

Which of those rebel spirits adjudg'd to hell 
Com'st thou, escap'd thy prison ? and transfona'd, 
Why sat'st thou like an enemy in wait, aa 

Here watching at the head of these that sleep ? 

Know ye not tlien, said Satan fill'd with scorn, 
Know ye not me ? ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there sitting where ye durst not soar ; 
Kot to know me argues yourselves unknown, 8:a 
The lowest of your throng; or if ye know, 
Wky ask ye, and superfluous begin 
Your message, like to end as much in vain? 

829 a((%] ' Nor shall he hope to at where Nero sours.' 

See Tragedy of C T. Mro, p. 13 (1607). 
^^ Jfot to knimi] 'Nohilem ignorari, est inter ignobilcs 
OCHseri.' V. J: C. ScaUgen ViUm. p. 6. 4to. 



»i..,G00^lf 



BOOK IV. 147 

To whom tlius Zephon, answering scorn with 

Thinli not, revolted spirit, tiy aliape the same ^ 
Or undiminish'd hrightness, to be known 
As wlien thou stood'st in heaven upright and pure ; 
That glory then, when thou no more wast good, 
Departed from thee, and tJiou resemhlest now 
Thy sia a,iid place of doom obscure and fouL ■ sm 
But come, for thou, besure, shalt give account 
To him who sent us, whose charge is to keep 
This place inviolable, and these Irom harm. 

So spake the cherub, and his grave rebuke, 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace «' 

Invincible : ahash'd the devil stood, 
And felt how awful goodness is, and saw 
Virtue in her shape how lovely, saw, and pin'd 
His loss ; but chiefly to find here observed 
His lustre visibly impau^d ; yet seem'd ^ 

Undaunted. If I must contend, said he. 
Best with the best, the sender not the sent, 
Or all at once ; more glory \vill be won, 
Or less be lost Thy fear, said Zephon bold, 
Will save us trial what the least can do *== 

Single against thee wicked, and thence weak. 



B3 tame] The comraentatora think that a difBoulty of oou 
■notion exists hi this passage, and Bentley would alter i: 
seems to me to be plain. ' Think not thy brightness nndi 
iniahed, or thy ahape to be known the same as,' &a. 
BiB ^n'd\ Pers. Sat. iii. 38. 
' RrfHtoB videant, iatabescmitqin reliota.' Utime. 
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The fiend reply'd not, overcome with rage ; 
But like a proud steed rein'd went haughty on, 
Champing his iron curb : to strive or fly 
He held it vain ; awe from above had quell'd sm 
His heart, not else disma/d. Now drew theynigh 
The wesfeni point, where those half-rounding 

guards 
Just met, and closing stood in squadron join'd, 
Awaiting next command. To whom their chief 
Gabriel from the front thus call'd aloud. sa; 

O fiiends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hasting this way, and now by glimpse discern 
Ithuriel and Zephon through the sliade. 
And with them comes a third of regal port, 
But faded splendor wan ; who by his gait m 

And fierce demeanour seems the prince of hell, 
Nor likely to part iience without contest : 
Stand firm, for in his look defiance lours. 

He scarce had ended, when those two approach'd. 
And brief related whom they brought, where found, 
How busied, in what form and posture couch'd. 
To whom with storn regai-d thus Gabriel spate. 

Why hast thou, Safan, broke the hounds pre- 
scrib'd 
To thy transgressions, and disturh'd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to transgress a» 

By thy example, but have power and right 

see Champiiig] See ^seli. rrom. Vinct. 1008. 
Ilu^f, ffiufjj ytoi jTpof rp'lag IMXI. Thyer. 
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To question thy bold entrance on this place, 
Empby'd, it seems, to violate sleep, and those 
Whose dwelling God hath planted here in bhss ? 

To whom thus Satan with conlemptuoua brow, ssb 
Gahriel, thou hadst in heaven th' esteem of wise, 
And such I held thee ; hut this question ask'd 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain ? 
Who would not, finding way, break loose from hell, 
Though thither doom'd ? thou wouldst thyael;^ no 
And boldly venture to whatever place [doubt, 
Farthest from pain, where thou mightst hope to 

change 
Torment with ease, and soonest recompense 
Dole with delight, which in this place I sought: 
To thee no reason, who know'st only good, ais 
But evil hast not try'd : and wilt object 
Ilis will who hound us? let him surer bar 
Ilis iron gates, if he intends our stay 
Ih that dark durance: tlius much what was ask'd. 
The rest is true ; they found me where they say ; 
But that implies not violence or harm. 

Thus he in scorn. TJie warlike angel mov'J, 
Disdainfully half smiling, thus reply'd. 
loss of one in heaven to judge of wise, 
Since Satan fell, whom folly overthrew, «& 

And now returns him from his prison scap'd, 
Gravely in douht whether to hold them wise 
Or not, who ask what boldness brought him hither 
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Unlicens'd from his bounds in hell pi-escrib'd: 
So wise te judges it fo fly from pain si» 

However, and to scape his punishment. 
So judge thon still, presumptuous, till the wrath, 
Which thou incurr'at by flying, meet thy flight 
Sevenfold, and scourge that wisdom back to hell. 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain sii 
CaQ equal anger infinite provok'd. 
But wherefore thou aJone? wherefore with thee 
Came not all hell broke loose ? is pain to them 
Less pain, less to be fled, or thou tJian they 
Less hardy to endure F courageous chief, «» 

The £rst in flight from pain, hadst thou aUedg'd 
To thy deserted host this cause of flight. 
Thou surely hadst not come sole fugitive. 

To which the fiend thus answer'd, irowning stem. 
Not that I less endure, or shrink from pain, «s 
Insulting angel, well thou know'st I stood 
Thy fiercest, when in battel to liy aid 
The blasting voUied thunder made all speed. 
And seconded thy else not dreaded spear. 
But still lly words at random, as before, kb 

Argue thy inexperience what behooves 
From hard assays and ill successes past 
A faithful leader, not to hazard all 
Through ways of danger by liimself untry'd. 
I therefore, I alone first undertook W5 

To wing the desolate abyss, and spy 

MS Thf] 'TIijV second cJ. 
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This new created world, whereof ia hell 
Fame is not silent, here in hope to find 
Better abode, and my afllicted Powers 
To settle here on earth, or in mid air ; bio 

Though for possession put to try ouce more 
What thou and thy gay legions dare against ; 
Whose easier business were to serve their Lord 
High up in heaven, with songs to hymn his throne, 
And practis'd distances to cringe, not fight. na 

To whom the warrior angel soon reply'd. 
To say and straight unsay, pretending first 
Wise to fly pain, professing next the spy, 
Argues no leader, but a har trac'd, 
Satan, and eoiildst thou faithful add ? name, m 
O sacred name of fei ihfulues a profan'd ! 
Faithful to whom ? to thy rebellious crew ? 
Army of fiends, fit body to fit head : 
Was this your discipline and faith engag'd. 
Tour mOitary obedience, to dissolve ko 

Allegiance to th' acknowledg'd Power supreme? 
And thou sly hypocrite, who now wouldst seem 
Patron of liberty, who more thaa thou 
Once fawn'd, and eriag'd, and servilely ador'd 
Heaven's awful Monarch ? wherefore but in hope 
To dispossess him, and thy self to reign ? bbi 

But mai'k what I arrced thee now, avaunt ; 
Fly thither whence thou ficdst : if from this hour 

9" Ani] 'With' is understood, Pearce. 
6«2 arreed\ See Lisle'a Dubarlos, p. 17S. 

' Arreed in books of heaven th.e sunime." 
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